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PREFACE 



The statutes herein printed were compiled by Judge William H. 
Orcutt, in connection with the recent revision of the city ordinances, 
and under the direction of the committee on ordinances, of the year 
1889. The work has been for some time in progress, but the obvious 
fact that great care was required in its preparation, may very prop- 
erly be urged in justification of the seemingly long delay in its 
publication. The compilation includes all the statutes of this 
Commonwealth relating to the city of Cambridge, or in any way 
affecting its interests, that have been enacted between the years 1780 
and 1890 and inclusive. A list of such statutes as have required 
acceptance by the "city in order to render them operative, together 
with the dates of their respective acceptances, will be found at the 
end of the book. 

Although many of these statutes have long since become obsolete, 
all such have a certain historic value, and their present publica- 
tion will be found useful as subjects of reference, not only to the 
City Council but to all citizens who are interested in the growth and 
prosperity of our city. 



ALVIN F. SORTWELL, 
JAMES F. AYLWARD, 
THOMAS HOULLAHAN, 
GEORGE E. CARTER, 
EDWARD C. WHEELER. J 



Committee 
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FOB THE 



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 



EXACTED BY THE MASSACHUSETTS LEGISLATURE 



FROM 1781 TO 1890. 



An Act for repealing one clause or part of an act of this Common- 
wealth, made and passed in the year of our Lord one thousand 
six hundred and ninety-nine, entitled "An Act for rebuilding 
the Great Bridge over Charles River in the town of Cam- 
bridge. 

Whereas, the Great and General Court in the year of our Preamble. 
Lord one thousand six hundred and ninety-nine, then thought 
fit to make and pass an Act for the purpose of supporting 
and maintaining Cambridge Bridge, and by said act sub-' 
jected the town of Newton to one-third part of the charge 
of maintaining the same, inasmuch that Newton then having 
no part of any large bridge in said town to maintain, but the 
case is so altered at this time, that the town of Newton is 
subjected to the charge of maintaining the one-half of five 
bridges over said Charles River, where it borders on said 
town, which are v^ery expensive ; therefore, 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repealing an 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the thetownof ns 
authority of the same, That that part of the aforesaid Act taTchaxges'S 
that subjects the town of Newton to any part of the charge Cambridge 
of supporting and maintaining said bridge in the town of Brid s e - 
Cambridge, and also any other Act or Resolve that respects 
the town of Newton, relative to their being obliged to 
maintain said bridge, be, and hereby are, repealed. 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the town of Newton shall not be any longer 
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held to answer to any charge, suits or demand relative to 
said bridge (in Cambridge) in consequence of any Act or 
Resolve whatsoever, now existing, excepting that the town of 
Newton shall be held to pay one-third part of the repairs 
now to be made, agreeable to an agreement entered into 
between the Selectmen of the towns of Cambridge, Newton 
and Lexington, in May, one thousand seven hundred and 
eighty. (May 16, 1781.) 



An Act for enabling the first precinct, belonging to, and lying 
within, the town of Cambridge, to raise money for discharg- 
ing the debts incurred in carrying on the late war, and for 
confirming the grants and assessments that have been already 
made for that purpose. 

Preamble. Whereas, doubts have arisen whether the laws of this 

State will fully authorize the assessors of the first precinct in 
Cambridge to assess upon the inhabitants, any sum or sums 
of money that have been expended in carrying on the late 
war, especially that part of the parish only as belong to the 
town of Cambridge: 

2ow e to V be e as- Section 1. Be it therefore enacted by the Senate and 
sessed, etc. House of Representatives, in General Court assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, That when the first precinct of 
the town of Cambridge, being and lying within the same, at 
any legal meeting of the inhabitants, shall vote any sum or 
sums of money, for the purpose of discharging the debts 
already contracted in consequence of the late war, the asses- 
sors of the aforesaid precinct or parish, or such other person 
or persons as they have or may appoint for that purpose, 
shall have full power and authority to apportion or assess 
such sum or sums of money upon the inhabitants thereof, 
according to the rules and methods prescribed by law for 
apportioning the .State tax, and shall have full power and 
authority to grant warrants for collecting the same, in like 
manner as the law directs, for gathering town and other 
parish rates or assessments. 
Former grants Sect. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority af ore- 
assessments sa ^' That all grants and assessments that have been made 
ratified in time past, or that may hereafter be voted and assessed in 

the first precinct or parish in Cambridge aforesaid, in manner 
and for the purpose aforesaid, be, and hereby are, ratified and 
confirmed ; and the collector or collectors of the said parish 
are hereby directed and required to execute all such warrants 
in the same manner as they are by law obliged to execute 
warrants for collecting town or other parish rates or assess- 
ments. (June 21, 1784.) 
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An Act to prevent the destruction of the fish called Shad and Ale- Act for contin- 
wives in Mystic River, so called, within the towns of Cam- and S inciud- C ' 
bridge, Charlestown and Medford, and for repealing all laws in % w r °| ) l lri1 
heretofore made for that purpose. Feb. 2?, 1794. 

Separate pro- 

Whereas, the fishery in Mystic River, in the county of Srd°b/Act, ed " 
Middlesex, if properly regulated, will be of great public Feb * u * 1803, 
utility, as it serves to promote the cod fishery, and is also of Preamble, 
advantage to the particular towns through which the river 
runs, affording, in some measure, subsistence and support to 
the inhabitants thereof, and is, therefore, necessary to be 
preserved. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of e£Tto e chooIe 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the a n C iXny ttee 
authority of the same, That the inhabitants of the towns 
of Cambridge, Charlestown, and Medford, respectively, at 
a town meeting to be held in- the months of March or 
April, annually, at the time of choosing other town officers 
in their respective towns, be, and they hereby are, author- 
ized and directed, to choose for each of said towns, three 
suitable persons, in their respective towns, as a " Committee 
for the preservation of Fish," who shall be sworn to the 
faithful discharge of their duty ; and the said committee, or 
the major part of them in their own town, shall have full power 2? authority 
and authority to cause the natural course of the said river, 
and the streams running into it to be kept open, and with- 
out obstruction, and to remove all such obstructions as may 
be jiound therein ; and to make the passage way wider or 
deeper, if they shall find it necessary. And the said com- 
mittee or a major part of them, in their respective towns, 
shall have authority for such purposes to go on the land 
of any person which may border on said river or streams, 
without being considered as guilty of a trespass, and to 
remove across such land any such obstructions, implements, 
or tools, as may in any way impede, obstruct, or hinder any 
fish from passing freely up and down said river or streams, 
otherwise than by this Act is provided. And any person 
who shall hinder or obstruct said committee, or a majority 
of them, whether in crossing such lands, or in executing 
any part of the business by this act assigned them, shall 
forfeit and pay for every such offence a sum not exceeding 
three pounds, nor less than twenty shillings, to be recovered 
in any court proper to try same. 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 2^j£2£ 
aforesaid, That no shad or alewives shall be caught in ^^ d |tc. 
any of the above-mentioned towns above Medford Bridge, 
in the said river or streams, or in Mystic Pond or Spy 
Pond, whether with a seine, drag-net, marsh-net, basket, or 
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any other implement of that kind, or made to answer such 
purpose, except as is hereafter in this Act provided ; and 
every person offending herein shall, upon due conviction, 

ftmWng forof " forfeit an d P a y the sum of three pounds for every such 
offence, and shall also forfeit the implements or tools used 
in committing the offence. And no person shall, at any 
time, place any kind of obstruction in said river, streams, or 
ponds, which may obstruct or hinder any shad or alewives 
from passing up or down the same. And no person shall 
be permitted, by disturbing the waters aforesaid, or by any 
other means, to restrain or interrupt any of those fish in their 
passage up and down said river and streams. And every per- 
son offending in either of these particulars shall, upon con- 
viction, forfeit and pay the sum of three pounds for every 
such offence ; and every wear, net, or other obstruction, mat- 
ter or thing placed or used for such purpose, shall also be 
forfeited if found in any of the waters aforesaid, and shall be 
disposed of by said committee, or majority of them, for the 
same purpose as the other forfeitures are to be applied to by 
this Act, so far as the proceeds of the sale shall not be neces- 
sary for the particular appropriations in this Act. 
inffitant f °t Sect. 3. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
fish. That in order to secure to said towns of Cambridge, Charles- 

town, and Medford, their equal benefit from said fishery, 
the inhabitants of the town of Cambridge shall, within the 
limits of that town, have full right to catch with any kind of 
net, seine, or other fishing implement, any shad or alewives, 
on Monday, Tuesday, and Friday in every week, from the 
first day of March to the last day of June, inclusively ; and 
the inhabitants of Charlestown and . Medford shall, in like 
manner, in their respective towns, have full right to catch 
any shad or alewives in the waters aforesaid, on Monday, 
Wednesday, and Friday in every week, included in said 
term. 
Every mhaw- Sect. 4. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
his own toVn. That every person being an inhabitant of either of those 
of Etching towns shall, each in his own town, in the river, streams, and 
me^tumed. ponds aforesaid, with any kind of fishing implement, on 
those days only, which are with respect to each of said towns 
before mentioned, have the right of catching said fish between 
sun-rising, on said days before mentioned, until sun-rising on 
the next day; and no obstruction, instrument, or tool, shall 
be set, placed, or used, for the purpose of hindering or catch- 
ing of the fish aforesaid, in the waters aforesaid, till the sun 
shall be risen on said days ; nor shall any such instrument be 
permitted to remain or to be used in said river, streams, 
or ponds, after the rising of the sun as aforementioned ; 
and no such obstruction shall be allowed to be placed, 
used, or to remain in said river, streams, or ponds, on any 
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other days or times than is herein limited and prescribed, 
under the same penalties and forfeitures, to be incurred by 
any and every person placing or using the same, as are 
provided by this Act to be forfeited and paid by persons 
catching such fish, except as this Act provides. 

Sect. 5. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, J*? 11 ! 1 ?/ 1 { * 

.11. p i in • inhabitants of 

That if any inhabitant of any other town Shall, at any time, any other 

towns take or 

take or hinder shad or alewives, within the limits of either of hinder shad or 
said towns, without leave first obtained from the Selectmen of ouUeave. wit 
the town in which he shall take or hinder those fish, or unless 
the person taking or hindering them shall be immediately in 
the employ or service, and laboring for the benefit of some 
inhabitant of such town, every person so offending shall, 
upon a due conviction, forfeit and pay the same penalties and 
forfeitures as by this Act are provided against persons taking, 
obstructing, or hindering said fish at any other times other 
than those particularly permitted. 

Sect. 6. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, c °™ n 2i tte ® 
That the said committee, or a majority of them in their seize, remove, 
respective towns, shall have full authority to execute this piementTused' 
Act, so far as relates to seizing, removing, and selling any or'taWng^sE, 
implements or tool used for hindering, taking, disturbing, or etc * 
turning back the fish in said river, streams, or ponds, and in 
and after the execution of said trust, they shall not be con- 
sidered as guilty of a trespass therein, nor shall any action 
lie against them, or either of them, for any necessary damage 
done to the lands or fences of any person in executing said 
trust ; but if the proceeds of the sale of said implements, or 
other materials, shall be found insufficient to defray all the 
necessary charges, and the reasonable fees of the committee, 
not exceeding four shillings, to each committee-man, for each 
day so spent by him, and also all reasonable and necessary 
assistance, then the remainder of such damages and costs 
shall be recovered in an action of debt, to be brought by the 
persons to be benefited by the same, whether committee-men, 
or persons owning the lands or fences damaged, with all the Penalties, and 

jl o o ' iioiv recovered 

costs of suit against the person committing the offence, in 
any court proper to try the same, within the county of 
Middlesex. And the said committee, or any other person, 
may sue for and recover upon due and legal conviction, in 
any court proper to try the same, all penalties which shall 
arise, or become due in their respective towns, for any breach 
of this Act, either upon action of debt, or upon indictment 
or information; one-half of the penalty to accrue to the 
person recovering the same, the other half to be paid to the 
Treasurer of the town where the offence was committed, for 
the use of the poor of the same town. 

Sect. 7. . Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid, 
That all fines and penalties that may be incurred for a breach 
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Limitation. 



of this Act, not exceeding four pounds, may be sued for and 
recovered before any Justice of the Peace, for the county of 
Middlesex, saving the right of appeal to any person aggrieved, 
by the sentence of said Justice, to the Court of General Ses- 
sions of the Peace, next to be holden for said county. This 
Act to be in force for the space of five years, from the first 
day of March next, and no longer. (February 16, 1789.) 



Act continued. 



Towns extend, 
ed to. 



An Act for continuing an Act made in the year of our Lord one 
thousand seven hundred and eighty-nine, entitled u An Act to 
prevent the destruction of the fish called Shad and Ale wives, 
in the- Mystic River, so called, within the towns of Cam- 
bridge, Charlestown, and Medford, and for repealing all laws 
heretofore made for that purpose," and also for extending the 
said Act to the towns of Woburn and Maiden. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, that the said Act in every article and 
clause, matter and thing, shall continue and be in force after 
the first day of March next; anything in the said Act to 
the contraiy notwithstanding. 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, That the said Act shall extend to the towns of 
Woburn and Maiden in the same manner as it would have 
extended in case the said towns had been expressly named in 
the said Act. (February 27, 1794.) 



Fish not to be 
caught in 
Fresh Pond. 



Penalty. 



An Act to prevent the catching fish with seines in Fresh Pond (so 
called) in the towns of Cambridge and Watertown. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- 
tives, in General Court assembled, and by the authority of 
the same, That from and after the passing of this Act it 
shall not be lawful to catch any fish with seines in Fresh 
Pond (so called) situated in the towns of Cambridge and 
Watertown ; and any person who shall be found so catch- 
ing fish, or who shall use a seine in the same pond in any 
manner whatsoever shall, for each offence, forfeit a sum not 
exceeding fifty nor less than five dollars ; to be recovered 
by an action of the case to the use of the person who shall 
sue for the same. (June 17, 1797.) 
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An Act to incorporate certain proprietors of Fresh Pond Meadows 
in the town of Cambridge, in the county of Middlesex, for 
the purpose of draining said Meadows. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Jj^jjjgy in " 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That from and after the passing of 
this Act, the proprietors of all the meadow lands in the town 
of Cambridge, situated between Menotomy Bridge and Fresh 
Pond, which have heretofore been taxed by the Commission- 
ers of Sewers, be, and hereby are, -incorporated by the name 
of the Proprietors of Fresh Pond Meadows; and by that 
name may sue and be sued, and do and suffer such acts and 
things as Bodies Corporate ought to do or suffer, Provided, Proviso, 
that the lands of Samuel Whittemore, Jr., Jonathan Whitte- 
more and Josiah Whittemore, are not included therein. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That upon the application Mode for cau- 
of six or more of said proprietors to any Justice of the Peace inf. r mee " 
in the said county of Middlesex, said Justice is hereby 
authorized to issue his warrant, directed to one of said pro- 
prietors, to notify a meeting of said proprietors, at such time 
and place, and for such purposes as shall be expressed in such 
warrant; which warrant and notification thereon shall be 
published in one of the Boston newspapers, and also be posted 
in some public place in each of the towns of Cambridge, 
Charlestown, and Watertown ; such publication to be ten 
■days, at least, before the time of meeting. 

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That said proprietors, To appoint 
when legally assembled, shall have power, from time to time, late meetings", 
to choose a Clerk, Committee, Assessors, Collectors of taxes, * a ** e mone y 8 » 
and Treasurer, who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge 
of their duty ; which officers shall have the same power to 
carry into effect any vote or order of said Corporation, as 
town officers of like description have by law to do and per- 
form in their respective offices ; and the said Corporation 
shall at their first meeting determine on the manner of calling 
future meetings ; and said Corporation, at any legal meeting 
for that purpose, shall have power to raise moneys for the 
purpose of removing the obstructions which may be in the 
brook leading from Fresh Pond to Mystic River, or for any 
other purpose which they shall think conducive to draining 
said meadows ; and the said proprietors shall have the right 
to pass up and down the banks of the said brook, from Fresh 
Pond to Russell's Bridge in Charlestown, and to do and per- 
form all things which may be necessary to clear out said 
brook, and remove all obstructions therein. (March 4, 1800.) 
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An Act to set off Nathaniel Prentiss and others from the town 
of Charlestown, in the County of Middlesex, and annex them 
to the town of Cambridge, in the same county. 

persons set off. Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General CQurt assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That Nathaniel Prentiss, Josiah 
Willington, Stephen Goddard, Benjamin Goddard and 
Nathaniel Goddard, together with the lands situated 

Boundary land within the following lines, viz. : Beginning at the south- 
easterly side of the house lot of Stephen Goddard, at the 
point where the boundary line between said house lot and 
the lands of Walter Frost intersects the north-easterly line of 
Cambridge, thence running north-easterly by said boundary 
line, to the road leading by the house of Timothy Tufts ; 
thence north-westerly by said road, to the line which divides 
the lands of Nathaniel Goddard from the lands of Nathan 
Watson ; thence south-westerly by the line last mentioned to 
Cambridge line; thence south-easterly by Cambridge line 
to the point of beginning, be, and hereby are set off from the 
town of Charlestown, and annexed to the town of Cam- 
bridge. 

s^ectin^d^bts Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said Nathaniel 

and taxes. Prentiss, Josiah Willington, Stephen Goddard, Benjamin 
Goddard and Nathaniel Goddard, with such parts of their 
estates as are set off by this Act, shall be held to the pay- 
ment of all taxes already assessed upon them by the town 
of Charlestown, and also be held to the payment of their 
respective proportions of the debts due from the town of 
Charlestown (after deducting therefrom the school funds) 
as follows, viz. : Nathaniel Prentiss, fourteen dollars ; Josiah 
Willington, fourteen dollars ; Stephen Goddard, twelve 
dollars ; B-enjamin Goddard, eleven dollars ; Nathaniel 
Goddard, nine dollars ; and the town of Charlestown shall 
have the right to assess the several sums aforesaid on the 
polls and estates so set off, at any time within one year from 
the passing of this Act, if the same shall not be paid to 
the treasurer of said town, prior to such assessment. 
(March 6, 1802.) 



An Act to empower the Selectmen of Cambridge to increase the 
number of Enginemen in said town. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, That the Selectmen of the town of Cambridge be, and 
they hereby are, authorized and empowered, at any time 
after the passing of this Act, to appoint (if they shall judge it 
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necessary) any number of men, not exceeding six to each 
engine, in addition to the number now allowed by law, to 
be subject to the same rules and regulations, and entitled 
to the same privileges and exemptions as other enginemen. 
(June 21, 1803.) 



An Act to divide the town of Cambridge, and to incorporate the 
southerly parish therein as a separate town, by the name of 
Brighton. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Brighton in- 

corDorjitccl. 

Representatives, in General Court assembled,, and by the 
authority of the same, That all that part of the town of 
Cambridge situated on the south side of Charles River, 
heretofore known as the Third Parish, and as described 
within the following bounds, together with the inhabitants 
thereon, be, and the same is, hereby incorporated into a 
separate town, by the name of Brighton, viz. : Beginning at Boundaries. 
Brookline line, where Charles River intersects the same, 
and running on a line in the middle of said Charles River 
until it strikes Newton line, thence along Newton line 
until it intersects Brookline line ; thence on said line of 
Brookline to said Charles River, first mentioned, and the 
said town of Brighton is hereby vested with all the powers, 
privileges, and immunities, and shall also b& subjected to 
all the duties to which other corporate towns are entitled 
and subjected by the Constitution and Laws of this Com- 
monwealth. Provided, however, That nothing in this Act Proviso, 
shall be so construed as to impair the right or privilege of 
the Congregational ministers of the said town of Brighton, 
which they hold in Harvard. College. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said town of P ro P °rt io tobe 
Brighton shall be entitled to hold such proportion of all Lidby 
the real and personal estate now belonging to, and owned ng 
in common by, the inhabitants of the present town of Cam- 
bridge as the property of the inhabitants of the said town 
of Brighton now bears to the property of all the inhabi- 
tants of the present town of Cambridge, according to the 
latest valuation thereof, excepting always all right of com- 
mon landing places, uses, and privileges, heretofore pos- 
sessed by the inhabitants of said town of Cambridge, all 
which shall be held and enjoyed by the towns respectively 
within whose limits the same may be. 

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said town of To pay their 
Brighton shall be holden to pay their proportion, to be ascer- Sebts 3 , etc/ ° 
tained as aforesaid, of all the debts and claims now due and 
owing from the said town of Cambridge, or which may 
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Supporting 
the poor. 



)orting 
the bridge. 



Justice to 
issue his 
■warrant. 



To pay propor- 
tion of taxes. 



hereafter be found due and owing by reason of any con- 
tract, engagement, judgment of Court, or any matter or 
thing now or heretofore entered into or existing. 

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted, That the said town of 
Brighton shall be holden to support their proportion of the 
present poor of the town of Cambridge, which proportion 
shall be ascertained as aforesaid, and all persons who shall, 
or may hereafter, become chargeable as paupers, shall be con- 
sidered as belonging to that town on whose territory they 
have gained a legal settlement at the passing of this Act, and 
shall be supported by that town only. 

Sect. 5. Be it further enacted, That the said town of 
Brighton shall keep up and support their proportion of a 
bridge over Charles River, between said town and the town 
of Cambridge, so long as said bridge may be deemed by law 
necessary; said proportion to be ascertained by the State 
valuation from time to time. 

Sect. 6. Be it further enacted, That either of the Justices 
of the Peace for the county of Middlesex is hereby authorized 
to issue a warrant, directed to some inhabitant of the said 
town of Brighton, requiring him to notify and warn the inhab- 
itants thereof to meet at such convenient time and place as 
shall be expressed in the said warrant, for the choice of all 
such officers as towns are by law required to choose, in the 
months of March or April annually. 

Sect. 7. Be it further enacted, That the said town of 
Brighton shall pay their proportion of all State and county 
taxes as are already, or may hereafter, be assessed upon the 
inhabitants of the town of Cambridge, until the General 
Court shall lay a tax upon the said town of Brighton. 
(February 24, 1807.) 



Second parish 
in Cambridge' 
incorporated. 



Boundaries. 



An Act to divide the town of Cambridge, and to incorporate the 
Westerly Parish therein, as a separate town, by the name of 



West Cambridge. 



Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That all that part of the town of Cam- 
bridge heretofore known as the second parish, and as described 
within the following bounds, together with the inhabitants 
thereon, be, and the same is, hereby incorporated into a sep- 
arate town, by the name of West Cambridge, viz. : Begin- 
ning at Charlestown line, where the little river intersects the 
same, and running on a line in the middle of said little river 
until it strikes Fresh Pond, so called; thence west, ten 
degrees south, until it intersects the line of the town of 
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Watertown ; thence on Watertown and Waltham line until 
it strikes Lexington line ; thence on Lexington line until it 
strikes Woburn line ; thence on Woburn and Charlestown 
line to the said little river first mentioned. And the said 
town of West Cambridge is hereby vested with all the 
powers and privileges, and shall also be subject to all the 
duties to which other corporate towns are entitled and sub- 
jected by the constitution and laws of this Commonwealth ; 
provided, however, that nothing in this Act shall be con- Proviso, 
strued as to impair the right or privilege of the Congrega- 
tional minister of the said town of West Cambridge, which 
he now holds in Harvard College. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of inhabitants to 

^ _ hold a propor- 

the said town of West Cambridge shall be entitled to hold tion of proper- 
such proportion of all the real and personal property now common, 
belonging to, and owned in common by them, and the inhab- 
itants of the present town of Cambridge, as the property of 
the said inhabitants of West Cambridge now bears to the 
property of all the inhabitants of the late town of Cambridge, 
according to the latest valuation thereof ; excepting always 
all rights of common landing places, uses, and privileges, 
now and heretofore possessed and enjoyed by the inhabitants 
of said Cambridge, which shall hereafter belong and apper- 
tain to that town only, in which the same may fall. 

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of to pay arrears 

01 taxes. 

the said town of West Cambridge shall be holden to pay all 
arrears of taxes due from them, together with their propor- 
tion (to be ascertained as aforesaid) of all the debts and 
claims now due, and owing from the said town of Cambridge, 
or which may hereafter be found due and owing, by reason 
of any contract, engagement, judgment of court, or other 
matter or thing, heretofore entered into, or now existing. 

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted, That the said town of To support 
West Cambridge shall be holden to support their proportion «on r o? poor, 
of the present poor of the town of Cambridge, which propor- • 
tion shall be ascertained by the present valuation of the town ; 
and all persons who may hereafter become chargeable as 
paupers to the towns of Cambridge and West Cambridge shall 
be considered as belonging to that town, on the territory of 
which they had their settlement at the time of passing this 
Act, and shall, in future, be chargeable to that town only. 

Sect. 5. Be it further enacted, That the said town of S > e f r up f or ( t )r 
West Cambridge shall be held to keep up and support their tion of the old 
proportion of the old bridge over Charles River, between the n ge 
first and third parishes of Cambridge, which proportion shall 
be ascertained, from time to time, by the State valuation. 

Sect. 6. Be it further enacted, That the said town of ^^PcowS** 
West Cambridge shall be holden to pay their proportion of all taxes. 
State and county taxes assessed on the inhabitants of the said 
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Justice to is- 
sue a warrant. 



town of Cambridge, until the General Court shall lay a tax 
on the said town of West Cambridge. 

S^ct. 7. Be it further enacted, That this Act shall not 
have any force or effect until the first day of June, one 
thousand eight hundred and seven. 

Sect. 8. Be it further enacted, That any Justice of the 
Peace for the county of Middlesex, upon application there- 
for, is hereby authorized to issue his warrant, directed to 
some freeholder of the said town of West Cambridge, requir- 
ing him to notify and warn the inhabitants thereof to meet 
at such time and place as shall be appointed in said war- 
rant, for the choice of such officers as towns are by law 
required to choose at their annual town meetings. (February 
27, 1807.) 



Weight 
limited. 



Penalty. 



Justice to 
issue his 
warrant. 



An Act providing for the storing and safe keeping of Gunpowder in 
the town of Cambridge, and to prevent damage from the same. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That after the first day of September 
next, it shall not be lawful for any person living in said town, 
to keep or have in any house, store, or other building within 
said town, except such building as shall be provided for that 
purpose, and approved by the firewards and selectmen of 
sai4 town, more than fifty pounds weight of gunpowder at 
any one time, nor any quantity thereof, unless the same shall 
be kept in brass, copper, or tin canisters ; and if any person 
or persons shall so have or keep in any building, any gun- 
powder contrary to the provisions aforesaid, he shall forfeit 
and pay the full value of the same, one moiety thereof to the 
use of the person who shall inform, complain, or sue for the 
same, and the other moiety to the treasurer of the town of 
Cambridge, to the use of the poor of the town aforesaid, to 
be recovered with costs, by information or indictment in the 
Court of Common Pleas, or by action on the case before any 
court having by law jurisdiction and power to try the same ; 
and any Justice of the peace of said county, on information 
supported by oath, is hereby authorized to issue his warrant, 
returnable to himself within sixty days, directed to any fire- 
ward or constable of said town of Cambridge, requiring him 
forthwith to seize any quantity of gunpowder kept in any 
building in said town contrary to this Act, and to remove 
the same to the powder house, to be there kept as security 
for the penalty incurred by the owner or possessor thereof, 
and until such penalty, with the cost of seizing, removing, 
and storing the same, shall have been paid ; and such fire- 
ward, or constables having such warrant may seize and re- 
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move any such gunpowder in the daytime, giving notice to 
the owner of said powder, or occupant of the building where 
the same may be found, by reading such warrant to him, or 
leaving an attested copy thereof at his usual place of abode 
in said town. And the keeper of the powder house shall 
receive and keep the same until the clerk of the court in 
which the information, indictment, or action of the case had 
been pending, shall certify that said suit or process is at an 
end, and settled, or unless property shall have been attached 
on said process, or security given by the person who has 
incurred the forfeiture, to respond the judgment. And in 
every case the proprietors of the powder house shall have a 
lien on the powder stored therein, for their fees due for such 
storage. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That John Hayden and his Persons incor* 
associates, be and hereby are, incorporated and made a body porated * 
politic, by the name of the Powder House Corporation, and 
may have and enjoy all the powers and privileges which are 
by law incident to corporations, for the purpose, of building 
a powder house in Cambridge, aforesaid, for the storage and 
safe-keeping of gunpowder; and to purchase and hold a 
suitable piece of land on which to erect the same, the place 
and building to be approved and accepted by the firewards 
and selectmen of Cambridge. 

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That said powder house §JJf rinten " 
corporation shall constantly keep a suitable person, who shall 
be approved by the firewards of said town to superintend 
said powder house, and shall be obliged to receive and deliver His duty and 
powder into and from the same, and shall be allowed to re- 
ceive at the rate of five cents per month, for the storage of 
every cask of gunpowder containing twenty-five pounds, and 
in proportion for a larger or smaller quantity ; and at the rate 
of two and a half cents per month for every cask of like 
weight for every month after the first, during all the time 
which it shall be stored or kept therein, and twenty-five cents 
upon each delivery of any quantity thereof ; and the proprie- 
tors of said powder house shall be held responsible, both 
in the corporate and individual property, to any owner or 
depositor of powder in said house, for any damage arising 
from the deficiency of said house, or the refusal, delay, or 
gross negligence of the keeper. 

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted, That the said John Hay- First meeting 
den shall have a right to call the first meeting of said corpo- 
ration, by posting up notice thereof at two public places in 
said town, at least five days previous to such meeting, at 
which time they may choose such officers for the management 
of said corporation, as they may think fit, and make such 
by-laws for their own regulation, as are not repugnant to 
the laws of this Commonwealth. 
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This act 
subject to 
repeal. 



Sect. 5. Be it further enacted, That the legislature may 
at any time after two years from the passing of this Act,, 
repeal, alter, or amend the same. (June 20, 1809.) 



Shall keep a 
gate. 

Proviso. 



An Act in addition to an Act entitled, "An Act to Incorporate the 
Proprietors of Fresh Pond Meadows, for the purpose of drain- 
ing them." 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the proprietors of Fresh Pond 
Meadows may erect at the bridge on the county road between 
Cambridge and West Cambridge, and, from time to time, 
keep a gate or machine for the purpose of facilitating the 
draining the Fresh Pond Meadows (so called) in the towns 
of Cambridge and West Cambridge ; provided, that the 
said gate or machine may be kept open by the selectmen of 
either of the towns of Cambridge or West Cambridge, from 
the first day of March to the fifteenth day of June, in each 
and every year, for the free passage of fish. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That if it shall be found 
that the time aforesaid is not sufficient for the free passage 
of shad and alewives, that on the application of the select- 
men of either of the towns of Cambridge or West Cambridge, 
the Court of Sessions for the county of Middlesex, may 
direct that the said gate or machine shall be kept open for 
such further time as may be deemed necessary for the pres- 
ervation of said fish. 
of e w1i%i inca8e Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That if any person shall 
injury. wilfully destroy, injure, or impede the operation of the said 

gate or machine, the person so offending shall forfeit and pay 
for each offence, a sum not exceeding one hundred dollars, 
nor less than twenty dollars, to be recovered before any court 
proper to try the same, one-half to the use of the informer, 
and the other half to the use of the proprietors of the Fresh 
Pond Meadows aforesaid. (February 27, 1813.) 



Justice to 

issue 

warrant. 



An Act in addition to an Act, entitled "An Act to incorporate cer- 
tain Proprietors of Fresh Pond Meadows, in the town of Cam- 
bridge, in the county of Middlesex, for the purpose of draining 
said meadows." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, That upon the application of six or more of the pro- 
prietors of Fresh Pond Meadows, to any justice of the peace 
in the said county of Middlesex, said justice is hereby 
authorized to issue his warrant, directed to one of said pro- 
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prietors, to notify a meeting of said proprietors at such time 
and place, and for such purposes, as shall be expressed in 
said warrant; which warrant and the notification thereon, shall 
be published in one of the Boston newspapers, and shall also 
be posted in some public place in each of the towns of 
Cambridge, Charlestown, and Watertown, such publication 
to be ten days at least before the time of meeting ; and any 
future meeting may be called in like manner at any time, on 
the application as aforesaid of six or more of the said pro- 
prietors, and proceedings had as aforesaid. (June 16, 1813.) 



^ Act authorizing the United States to make a Draw in the Old 
Bridge, between Cambridge and Brighton, in the county of 
Middlesex. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the United States of America 
be, and they hereby are, authorized and empowered to make, 
at their own expense, a good sufficient draw and passage way 
in the old bridge over Charles River, between Cambridge 
and Brighton, in the county of Middlesex ; and also to erect May erect 
such piers on either or both sides of said bridge, as may be 
necessary to secure the bridge, and to facilitate the passage 
of vessels through the same. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That said draw shall not 
be less than twenty feet wide, with a leaf or leaves of suffi- 
cient length or breadth, and every requisite for raising the 
same ; and the leaf or leaves, and all other parts of said draw, 
which serve as a portion of the bridge, for the accommoda- 
tion of travel over the same, shall always be maintained and SfU^ 8 *?^ 

7 J kept in repair. 

kept in repair by the towns of Cambridge, West Cambridge, 
Lexington, and Brighton, which now have to support said 
bridge ; but all machinery necessary for raising the draw, and 
also the piers on the sides of the bridge as aforesaid, shall be 
furnished and kept in repair by the said United States, so 
long as they shall have occasion for a draw in said bridge. 
(June 17, 1817.) 



An Act to set off William Hunnewell from the town of Charles- 
town, and annex him to the town of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, That William Hunnewell, of Charlestown, in the conditional 

set off. 

county of Middlesex, with his family, polls, and estate, be 
set off from the said town of Charlestown, and annexed to 
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the town of Cambridge, in the said county of Middlesex ; 
Provided, that the said Hunnewell shall be holden to pay 
his proportion of all sums of money granted by the town of 
Charlestown, prior to the passing of this Act. (February 12, 
1818.) 



Lands set off. 



An Act to annex the estate of Henry Ware to the town of Cam- 
bridge. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
in General Cpurt assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
that so much of the real estate of Henry Ware, Professor of 
Divinity, in Harvard University, as lies within the limits 
of the town of Charlestown, in the county of Middlesex, 
be set off from the said town of Charlestown, and annexed 
to the town of Cambridge. (June 17, 1820.) 



Extension of 
former acts. 



Powers of 
committees. 



An Act for the regulation of the Shad and Alewife Fishery in 
Cambridge, Charlestown, Medford, and West Cambridge. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the Act passed on the sixteenth 
day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and eighty-nine, entitled " An Act to prevent 
the destruction of the fish called shad and alewives, in Mystic 
River, so called, within the towns of Cambridge, Charlestown, 
and Medford, and for repealing all laws heretofore made for 
that purpose," shall be taken and construed to extend to the 
town of West Cambridge, in the county of Middlesex, as 
fully to all intents and purposes, as if the said town of West 
Cambridge had been originally named in said Act ; and it 
shall be lawful for the inhabitants of the said town of West 
Cambridge, to catch and take any of the said fish within the 
limits of said town, on all such days and times, as by the 
provisions of the Act aforesaid, it is made lawful for the 
inhabitants of the said town of Cambridge to catch them, and 
on no other days or times. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That any member of the 
several committees for the preservation of fish, annually to 
be chosen in each of said towns of Cambridge, Charlestown, 
Medford, and West Cambridge, shall have full power and 
authority to do any act or thing, in any or either of the said 
towns, which heretofore might have been lawfully done by a 
majority of either of said committees, within the town where 
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such committee was chosen, and shall be entitled to and en- 
joy all the privileges and protection, when in the exercise or 
discharge of their duties, in either of said towns, which a 
majority of either or any of the said committees were heretofore 
entitled to and enjoyed, when acting in discharge of their said 
duties, within the limits of the particular town for which 
isuch committee was chosen. And any person who shall dis- Forfeitures - 
turb or hinder any or either of said committee-men in the ex- 
ecution of the duties of their said office, shall forfeit and pay 
for every such offence, a sum not exceeding twenty dollars, nor 
less than ten dollars ; and each and every pecuniary penalty 
to be forfeited and paid by the aforesaid Act, for a breach or 
violation of any of the provisions thereof, is hereby raised 
and increased to a sum, not exceeding twenty dollars, nor 
less than ten dollars in lieu of the sums therein mentioned, 
to be forfeited and paid respectively. 

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That for the better Restriction in 
securing to the said towns of Cambridge, Charlestown, Med- tekill s flsn - 
ford, and West Cambridge, their equal benefit from said 
fishery, the said town of . Medford shall be restricted to fish 
only on the ebb-tide, on such days as by the Act aforesaid 
are provided for the inhabitants of said Medford, to take said 
fish ; and every person who shall catch or take any of -said 
fish upon the flood tide within the said town of Medford, or 
who shall set or continue in any of the rivers or other waters 
mentioned in said Act, within the said town of Medford, 
upon the flood tide, any net, seine, or other fishing imple- 
ment for the purpose of catching any of said fish, or to 
obstruct their passage up or down said rivers, streams, or 
waters aforesaid, shall for each and every such offence, incur Penalties, 
the like forfeitures and penalties as shall be incurred by the 
force of this Act, by any person who shall catch or take any 
of said fish contrary to the provisions of the Act mentioned 
in the first section of this Act. 

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted, That the inhabitants of Prohibitions, 
the said town of Charlestown, shall be prohibited and re- 
stricted from setting or continuing any net, seine, or other 
fishing implement in any of the rivers, streams, or waters 
aforesaid, only while actually drawing or dragging for said fish, 
except as hereinafter provided ; and every person who shall * 
within the town of Charlestown set, or continue any such 
net, seine, or other fishing implement, in any of the rivers or 
waters aforesaid, which may stop or obstruct the passage of 
said fish, up or down the same, unless such person, at the 
same time, shall be actually engaged in drawing or dragging 
for said fish, except as hereinafter is provided, shall for each 
and every such offence, incur like forfeitures and penalties Penalties. 
as shall be incurred by force of this Act, by any person who 
shall catch any of said fish, contrary to the provisions of 
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the Act mentioned in the first section of this Act ; 
provided, nevertheless, that nothing herein contained shall 
be construed to deprive the said inhabitants of Charles town 
of the right of setting, and having one stationary net or 
seine in Little River, so called, at any and all times, between 
the hours of twelve of the clock at noon, and twelve of the 
clock on the following night, on all such days as are law- 
ful for said inhabitants to take said fish. 

Sect. 5. Be it further enacted, That no net, seine, or 
other fishing implement, shall ever be placed or used in the 
said Mystic River, nor in the said Little River, within fifteen 
rods from the point where the waters from those two rivers 
meet ; and every such net, seine, or other fishing implement 
which shall be found situated in either of said rivers, con- 
trary to the provision aforesaid, shall be wholly forfeited to 
the use of any person who shall find the same ; and every 
person who shall be guilty of placing or putting any such 
net, seine, or other fishing implement in either of said rivers, 
within fifteen rods from the meeting of the waters of those 
rivers as aforesaid, shall forfeit and pay for each and every 
such offence, the sum of twenty dollars, to be recovered 
before any justice of the peace for said county of Middlesex. 
And any person who shall be guilty of opposing or hindering 
the removal of any net, seine, or fishing implement, which 
shall be found situated in either of said rivers, contrary to 
the provisions of this section, shall forfeit and pay the sum 
of twenty dollars to be recovered in the same manneras the 
forfeiture last above mentioned. 

Sect. 6. Be it further enacted, That any person or per- 
sons who shall at any one time catch or have in his or their 
possession, within either of said towns of Cambridge, Charles- 
town, Medford, or West Cambridge, any of said fish, after 
they have cast their spawn, to the number of twenty or up- 
wards, shall forfeit and pay for each and every offence, a sum 
not exceeding twenty dollars, nor less than ten dollars. 

Sect. 7. Be it further enacted, That every net, seine, or 
other fishing implement, which shall be placed or used in 
any of the rivers, streams or waters aforesaid, within either 
of said towns, contrary to the provisions of this Act, or the 
Act mentioned in the first section of this Act, as also all 
fish that shall be taken contrary to any of the provisions of 
either of said Acts, shall all be forfeited to the use of any 
person or persons who shall detect or discover any such fish 
to be taken as aforesaid, or any such net, seine, or other fish- 
ing implement to be situated or used as aforesaid ; and all 
forfeitures or penalties to be incurred for a breach of any of 
the provisions of either of the Acts aforesaid, shall be re- 
coverable by any of the inhabitants of either of said towns 
of Cambridge, Charlqstown, Medford, and West Cambridge,. 



SPECIAL LAWS. 19 

in action of debt, before any court proper to try the same ; 

one half the amount thereof to the use of the plaintiff in Distribution 

such action, and the other half to the use of the town where 

he belongs. (February 14, 1821.) 



An Act to authorize the proprietors of West Boston Bridge to 
establish a Turnpike Road from Cambridge to Watertown. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the proprietors of the West 
Boston Bridge be, and they are hereby, authorized and em- 
powered to make and establish a turnpike road from a point 
in the old road in said Cambridge, near the store of Edmund 
T. Hastings, in nearly a straight line, crossing Charles River Route of the 
by a bridge, to a point in the old road, near the dwelling-house roa(l ' 
of James Hovey, in Brighton ; thence in a direction nearly in 
the course of the old road, to a point therein, near the dwell- 
ing-house of John Herrick, in said Brighton ; thence across 
Charles River, by a bridge passing northerly of the United 
States arsenal, and entering the square in Watertown, northerly 
of the Watertown turnpike, under the direction of the locat- 
ing committee, and with the consent of any person or persons 
through whose premises said road shall pass, bounding on the 
old road or square in Watertown ; with all the powers and Powers. 
privileges, and subject to all the requisitions and penalties 
established by the Act, entitled "An Act defining the gen- 1804, Ch.125. 
eral powers and duties of turnpike corporations," and the 
several Acts in addition thereto ; said road over the marshes 
to be laid out of such width as the locating committee may 
deem necessary and expedient for the making and security 
thereof; provided that neither the towns of Watertown, Proviso. 
Cambridge, or Brighton, shall ever be compelled to support 
any part of said road or bridges without their own consent ; 
provided also, that said proprietors shall be required to erect a 
drawer (draw), for the passage of vessels in the bridge leading 
from Cambridge to Brighton, of the same dimensions, and 
upon the same conditions, as are prescribed for the erection of 
a draw, in the Act entitled u An Act incorporating certain 1807, ch. 74. 
persons for the purpose of building a bridge over Charles 
River, between Cambridge and Brighton, in the county of 
Middlesex," passed March second, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and eight; and provided 
also, that said proprietors shall be required to erect a draw 
in the other bridge, granted by this Act, leading from 
Brighton to Watertown of the same dimensions, and upon 
the same conditions as above prescribed for the erection of 
the other draw, whenever there shall be erected and estab- 
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lished a drawer (draw) in the old bridge leading from Cam- 
bridge to Brighton, 
joint commit- Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That the joint committee 
iSuttore h to leg " of the Senate and House of Representatives, for the time 
mm? make d being, on the subject of bridges, turnpikes, and canals, or a 
return thereof . majority of them, be, and they hereby are, authorized to per- 
form all the duties of a committee for laying out the road 
hereby granted, and for assessing the damages which may 
be occasioned bf the establishment 61 said road and bridges 
to any individuals, whose lands may be taken therefor, and 
to the town of Brighton in their rights of fishing in Charles 
River, if any ; and their return, made to the court of sessions, 
in the county of Middlesex, shall be (as) effectual in law, 
as that of any committee which might be appointed by said 
court of sessions for the same purpose, saving to either 
party the right of trial by jury as is provided in the general 
turnpike Act. 

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That said proprietors of 
West Boston Bridge be, and they are hereby, authorized to 
erect a toll gate, upon any part of said road, which they may 
find most convenient for collecting tolls, and shall be entitled 
to demand and receive from each traveller or passenger, the 
same amount of tolls which- the Ninth Massachusetts Turn- 
pike Corporation is now authorized to receive at its gates in 
1822, en. 67, Bellingham, by an Act passed on the eighth day of February, 
in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
twenty-two (twenty-three), and no greater ; provided how- 
ever, that the Legislature may at any time reduce the toll, 
so that the net proceeds thereof may not exceed six per 
cent, per annum, of the cost of said road and bridges, calcu- 
lating upon the average dividends of three preceding years. 
(June 12, 1824.) 
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An Act authorizing the town of Cambridge to establish a Board of 
Health. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the inhabitants of the town of 
Cambridge, qualified to vote for town officers, may, in the 
month of March or April annually, in town meeting 
assembled, elect by ballot, five or seven able and discreet 
persons, being freeholders and residents in said town, to be a 
board of health, whose duty it shall be, when notified by the 
town clerk of their election as aforesaid, to meet within six 
days after such notice, and organize themselves by electing a 
president and secretaiy . The secretary thus chosen to be 
sworn to the faithful discharge of the duties of said office, 
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which oath shall be entered and subscribed by such secretary, 
on the record of said board, and attested by the person ad- 
ministering the same ; and a certificate from the records of 
said board, shall be received and admitted as evidence in all 
cases relating to the proceedings of said board. On the death 
or resignation of any member of the said board of health, such 
vacancy shall be filled by election by ballot, at the next JJS^S^St 
town meeting, which may be holden after such vacancy, 
and a majority of the board shall be competent to transact 
any business which the whole board could transact. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said board of 
health shall have power, and it is hereby made their duty to JJJJfJ/g* 
examine into all causes of sickness, nuisances, and sources of board of 
filth, that may be injurious to the health of the inhabitants 
of the town of Cambridge, which do or may exist within the 
limits of said town, or in any vessel at any wharf within the 
limits thereof ; and the same to destroy, remove or prevent, 
as the case may require ; and all the expenses attending the 
same to be paid by the person or persons who caused such 
nuisance to exist, if known, and if not known, such ex- 
penses to be paid by the town ; and in all cases where such 
nuisance, source of filth, or cause of sickness, shall be found 
on private property, the owner or occupier thereof, on being 
notified by the authority of said board, and ordered to de- 
stroy or remove the same, shall forthwith remove or destroy 
such filth or nuisance, and in case such owner or occupier 
shall refuse or neglect to remove such filth, nuisance, or 
cause of sickness, from his, her, or their property, within the 
time specified by said board, he, she, or they so offending shall 
forfeit and pay a fine of not less than five dollars, nor more 
than one hundred dollars, to be sued for and recovered by 
said board of health, in manner hereafter directed ; and any 
two members of said board may cause the same nuisance to 
be removed or destroyed as the case may require ; and all 
costs or expenses, incurred in removing or destroying the 
same, shall be paid by such owners or occupiers, on whose 
premises, or in whose possession such cause of sickness, 
nuisance, or source of filth may be found ; and the said board 
may have power to appoint scavengers when necessary to Board may 
carry into effect the requirements of this act, and the same scavengers. 
to remove and substitute others at the pleasure of the board. 

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That the said board of 
health shall have power to take, seize, and destroy, or Power to 
remove to any safe place within the limits of the town, or nuTsances. 
cause the same to be done, any unwholesome and putrid or 
tainted meat, fish, bread, vegetables, or other articles of the 
provision kind, or liquor, which in their opinion (first con- 
sulting some respectable physician of the town of Cam- 
bridge), shall be injurious to the health of those who might 
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use them, and the cost of seizing, taking, destroying, or 
removing, shall be paid by the person or persons, in whose 
possession the same unwholesome, putrid, or tainted article 
shall or may be found ; and whenever said board shall think 
it necessary for the preservation of the lives or health of the 
inhabitants of said town, to enter forcibly any building or 
vessel, having been refused such entry by the owner or occu- 
pant thereof, within the limits of the town of Cambridge, 
for the purpose of examining into, destroying, removing or 
preventing any nuisance, source of filth, or cause of sickness 
aforesaid, which said board have reason to believe is con- 
tained in such building or vessel, any member of said board, 
by order of said board, may apply to any justice of the 
peace, within and for the county of Middlesex, and on oath 
complain and state on behalf of said board the facts, as far 
as said board have reason to believe the same, relative to 
such nuisance, source of filth, or cause of sickness aforesaid, 
and such justice shall thereupon issue his warrant, directed 
to the sheriff of the county of Middlesex, or either of his 
deputies, or to any constable of the town of Cambridge, 
therein requiring them or either of them, taking with them 
sufficient aid and assistance, and also in company of said board 
of health, or any two members of the same, between the hours 
of sunrise and sunset, to repair to the place where such nuis- 
ance, source of filth, or cause of sickness is complained of as 
existing as aforesaid, and there, if found, the same to destroy, 
remove, or prevent, under the directions and agreeably to the 
order of said board of health, or such members of the same 
as may be present for such purpose : provided, however, that 
no sheriff, deputy sheriff, or constable, shall execute any 
civil process, either by arresting the body, or attaching the 
goods and chattels, under color of any entry made for the 
purpose aforesaid, unless such service could by law be made 
without such entry ; and all services so made under cover of 
such entry, shall be utterly void : and the officers making 
such service shall be considered as trespassers, and shall suf- 
fer the pains and penalties of the law in such case made and 
provided : and in all cases where such nuisance, source of 
filth, or cause of sickness, shall be removed as aforesaid, the 
cost arising in such proceedings shall be paid by the person 
or persons who caused or permitted the same nuisance, 
source of filth, or cause of sickness, to exist, or in whose 
possession the same may be found. 

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted, That the said board of 
health shall have power to make such rules, orders, and reg- 
ulations, from time to time, for the preventing, removing or 
destroying of all nuisances, sources of filth, or causes of 
sickness, within the town of Cambridge, which they may think 
necessary ; which rules, orders and regulations, after having 
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Tseen posted up in three or more public places within the 

town, shall continue in force, and be obeyed by all persons, 

until altered or appealed by said board, or by the said town ; 

and any person or persons who shall disobey or violate any vkSation of 

such rules, orders or regulations, so as aforesaid made, shall rules - 

severally forfeit and pay a sum for such offence, not less than 

one dollar nor more than fifty dollars, according to the nature 

and aggravation of the offence. And for all expenses which Ex P enses - 

may arise in the execution of their duty, the said board of 

health shall be authorized to draw upon the town treasurer 

of the town of Cambridge, and the same shall be paid by 

the treasurer of said town ; and the accounts of said board, 

including all receipts and expenditures of money, shall be 

examined annually, and reported to the town, by a committee 

appointed for that purpose. 

Sect. 5. Be it further enacted, That all fines, forfeitures, Fines » h <> w 

recovered <lhci. 

and sums to be paid, arising under any of the provisions of to whose use. 
this Act, shall be prosecuted for, by and in the name of the 
board of health of the town of Cambridge ; and the said 
board of health shall pursue said prosecution to final judg- 
ment in any court within the county of Middlesex having 
competent jurisdiction ; and all moneys arising by fines, for- 
feitures or sums to be paid under any of the provisions of 
this Act, shall enure to the use of the inhabitants of the 
town of Cambridge and shall be accounted for by said board 
to the treasurer of said town. 

Sect. 6. Be it further enacted, That whenever said board J^JeoSEr 
•shall commence any process against any person or persons C08ts of board, 
under this Act, and costs shall be adjudged for the defendant 
or defendants in such process, and execution issues (issued) 
thereon shall remain unpaid for thirty days after notice to 
•said board, said defendant or defendants may have and main- 2? ?J^J tB 
tain an action of debt therefor against said board in their pri- action, etc. 
vate capacity before any court of competent jurisdiction in 
this Commonwealth. (March 2, 1827.) 



An Act to regulate the transportation of Gunpowder, within and 
through the towns of Cambridge and Medford, in the county 
of Middlesex. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of £on n oFgun- 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the i ,owder - 
authority of the same, That, from and after the first day of 
March next, whenever any quantity of gunpowder, exceeding 
one hundred pounds, shall be transported by land into or 
through either of the towns of Cambridge and Medford, in 
the county of Middlesex, the same shall be enclosed in tight 
Casks, boxes or canisters, that shall prevent the escape of any 
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particle of their contents ; and shall be conveyed in carriages 
or vehicles, closely and entirely covered with leather, or 
painted canvas ; and the bottom and sides thereof wholly 
covered with some soft substance, which shall prevent any 
dangerous friction; and no load of gunpowder shall be 
approached, or followed by another load of gunpowder 
belonging to the same concern, within fifty yards, or stop 
within forty rods of any dwelling-house, in either of the 
towns aforesaid, longer than ten minutes. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That no quantity of gun- 
Srom^vewei. powder exceeding one hundred pounds, shall, at any time 
or place, in either of said towns, be landed from any vessel 
or boat, or unloaded from any wagon or other vehicle, until 
application for that purpose has been made to one or more of 
the firewards of said towns respectively, in wliich said gun- 
powder may be ; and under and according to his or their 
order and direction, and not otherwise, it may be landed, or 
unloaded, or transported to its place of destination; pro- 
vided that none of the provisions of this Act shall extend to, 
or in any way effect, the landing or unloading gunpowder 
from any vessel, boat, wagon or other vehicle, upon or from 
the wharf near the Massachusetts magazine, in said town of 
Cambridge; and provided also, that when Charles River, 
above Canal bridge, shall be so obstructed by ice as to ren- 
der the delivery from the wharf aforesaid impracticable, then 
and while Charles River shall be obstructed as aforesaid, gun- 
powder may be unloaded upon, and delivered from, the pier 
by the draw in the bridge extending from Prison Point in 
Charlestown, to Canal bridge, to be unloaded and delivered 
from said pier as near full tide as possible, and with all pos- 
sible expedition. 

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That if any person or 
persons in transporting gunpowder into, or through either of 
the said towns, shall violate any of the provisions of this Act, 
he or they shall forfeit and pay, for each offence, a sum not 
less than ten, nor more than one hundred dollars, to the use 
of the town in which the offence may be committed, to be 
recovered in an action of debt, in any court proper to try the 
same. (February 4, 1828.) 
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An Act authorizing the Selectmen of Cambridge to appoint Hook 
and Ladder Men. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, 
That the selectmen of the town of Cambridge, in the 
county of Middlesex, be, and they are hereby authorized and 
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empowered to appoint a company or companies, consisting 
of not more in the whole than thirty men, whose duty it shall 
be, under the direction of the firewards of said town, to 
attend fires therein with fire hooks and ladders, and to be sub- 
ject to such farther duties, and organized and provided in such 
manner, as the said selectmen shall, from time to time, direct. 
And all persons appointed to said company or companies, 
pursuant to the aforegoing provisions, shall continue in office 
during the pleasure of said selectmen, and be entitled to all . 
the privileges and exemptions to which enginemen now are 
or may hereafter be by law entitled. (June 12, 1829.) 



Ax Act authorizing the enclosing of a part of Cambridge 
Common. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of autKedto 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the e y?!° 8e b ^ t * 
authority of the same, That Israel Porter, Stephen Higgin- common, 
son, Asahel Stearns, Joseph Homes, and Francis Dana, with 
their associates be, and they hereby are authorized and 
empowered, at their own expense, and under the direction of 
two commissioners, to be appointed by the Governor, with 
advise of the council, to enclose such part or parts of the 
common in Cambridge, in the county of Middlesex, as the 
said commissioners shall determine, due regard being had to 
the public convenience and necessity. And the said com- 
missioners, after giving notice to all persons interested, shall 
have power to make such alterations with respect to the direc- 
tion of the roads by which the said common is traversed, as 
they shall see fit, and shall designate the portion or portions 
of the said common to be enclosed, by metes and bounds, and 
shall make report of their doings, under their hands and 
seals, and file the same in the secretary's office, as soon as 
may be convenient after the said service shall have been 
performed. And they are further authorized and empowered 
to level the surface of the ground, to plant trees, and lay 
out and make walks within said enclosure, in such manner 
as, with the approbation of the selectmen of the said town 
of Cambridge, they may think proper, leaving suitable and 
convenient avenues for the accommodation of persons who 
may have occasion to enter or pass over any part of said 
enclosure on foot. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That the said enclosure Enclosure 
shall be forever kept, and appropriated to public use only, as topuTiic a ute* 
a public park, promenade, and place for military parade ; and on fr- 
no part thereof shall, on any pretence, be appropriated to any 
purpose of private use or emolument. 
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Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, that if any person shall 
maliciously or wantonly injure or destroy the fences, trees, 
walks, or any matter or thing pertaining to said enclosure, 
every person so offending shall forfeit a sum not exceeding 
fifty dollars, according to the nature and aggravation of the 
offence, to be prosecuted for by indictment or information, 
in the Court of Common Pleas for the county of Middlesex ; 
and such persons shall also be liable for all damages by them 
done, to be recovered by an action of trespass, or on the case, 
to be brought before any court proper to try the same, with 
costs of suit ; which action may be brought by any inhabitant 
of said town of Cambridge, in the name of the inhabitants 
of the said town, or the treasurer thereof, in which action, 
as well as in any indictment or information, it shall be suffi- 
cient to allege the matter or tiling injured to be the property 
of the said inhabitants of Cambridge. And all fines and 
forfeitures imposed by virtue of this Act, shall be to the use 
of the town of Cambridge, and be appropriated to the purpose 
of making repairs or improvements upon the said enclosure. 

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted, That if the said en- 
closure shall not be made within five years from the passing 
of this Act, the authority and power hereby granted shall 
cease and be wholly void. (June 5, 1830.) 



Cambridge 
fire depart- 
ment, of whom 
to consist and 
how ap- 
pointed. 



Proviso. 



Selectmen 
authorized to 
fill vacancies, 
make by-laws 
-etc. 



An Act establishing a Fire Department in the town of Cambridge. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the Fire Department of the town 
of Cambridge shall hereafter consist of a chief engineer, and 
as many engineers, not exceeding twelve, as the selectmen 
of said town shall annually, on the first Wednesday in April, 
appoint, who shall hold their offices for one year, from the 
first day of May next succeeding, also as many engine men, 
hose men, and hook and ladder men, as the selectmen shall 
annually, on the first Wednesday in May, or as soon thereafter 
as may be, appoint ; Provided, that the number of engine 
men shall not exceed fifty to every hydraulion or suction en- 
gine, thirty-five to every common engine, five to every hose 
carriage, and twenty-five hook and ladder men : Provided, 
also, that the first appointment under this Act may be made 
in the month of May instead of April as provided for in the 
former part of this section. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That the selectmen of 
said town be, and they are hereby authorized and required 
to fill any vacancies occurring in said fire department, to 
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give certificates of appointments to the members thereof, and 
to fix and establish, from time to time, the powers and duties 
of the officers and members of said fire department respec- 
tively, in relation to fire engines, and all their fire apparatus 
belonging to or used in said town, and the care and manage- 
ment thereof, and to fix and ordain rules and regulations for 
the conduct of said officers and members, and of the citizens 
present at fires, and to annex penalties for the breach thereof, 
not exceeding twenty dollars, which penalties may be sued 
for in the name of the treasurer of said town in any courts 
proper to try the same ; provided, such rules and regulations 
shall not be binding and valid, until the same be published 
in some newspaper printed in the city of Boston. 

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted, That the chief engineer Authority of 
and engineers so appointed shall have the same powers and restive *> the 
authority, relative to pulling down or demolishing any house houMsfetS. * 
or other building to prevent the spreading of fires, and rela- 
tive to all other matters and tilings affecting the extinguish- 
ment or prevention of fires, or the commanding assistance at 
them, as firewards now by law have, and the said town of 
Cambridge shall be liable to pay all such reasonable compen- 
sation for damage done by or consequent upon the acts or 
directions of the said chief engineer or engineers, as other 
towns in this Commonwealth are liable to pay in like cases 
for like acts and directions done or given by their firewards. 
And all fines or forfeitures arising within said town of Cam- 
bridge, under the laws of this Commonwealth relative to the 
extinguishing and prevention of, or proceedings at, fires shall 
be distributed in such manner, and applied to such uses as 
the said town shall ordain and direct. 

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted, That every member of ^JJg ™ d ot 
said fire department shall be held to produce within thirty members of 
days after he shall have become a member of said depart- ment. 
ment, and annually, in the month of May thereafter, to the 
commanding officer of the military company within whose 
bounds he may reside, a certificate from the selectmen, stat- 
ing that he is a member of said department, which certificate 
shall exempt him from military duty so long as he shall 
remain a member of said fire department, and every member 
of said department who shall produce a certificate, signed by 
the chairman of the board of selectmen of said Cambridge, 
stating that he has served as a member of said department for 
seven successive years after the age at which the laws of the 
United States or of this Commonwealth may hold the citizens 
thereof liable to enrolment in the militia, shall be exempted 
from all military duty, excepting that of keeping himself 
constantly armed,. furnished with the arms and equipments 
required by the laws of the United States, and of this 
Commonwealth, and the duty of carrying or sending them 
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annually to the place of inspection or view of arms of the 
company within whose bounds he may reside, and in which 
he is enrolled. 

Sect. 5. Be it further enacted, That from and after the 
organization of a fire department under this Act, and notice 
thereof given in one or more newspapers published in the 
city of Boston, all former laws of this Commonwealth, relat- 
ing to the election and appointment of firewards, and hook 
and ladder men, so far as they affect the election and appoint- 
ment of firewards and hook and ladder men in the town of 
Cambridge, be, and the same are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 6. Be it further enacted, That the provisions of 
this Act shall take effect and be in force as soon as the same 
shall be accepted by the citizens of said town, qualified to 
vote in town affairs, at a legal meeting notified for such pur- 
pose, and shall continue in force until modified or repealed 
by the Legislature. (March 17, 1832.) 

Accepted April 30, 1832 ( Town Recorda, Vol />, Page 411). ' 
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An Act in addition to an Act authorizing the town of Cambridge to 
establish a board of health. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, 
in General Court assembled, and by the authority of the 
same, That the Board of Health of the town of Cambridge 
shall have power to cause every owner of lands, houses, or 
buildings, within said town, or his agent, to make a sufficient 
drain from such land, house, or building, to convey all waste 
water, and other liquid matter, whenever they shall adjudge 
the same to be a source of filth, nuisance, or cause of sick- 
ness to persons residing near such land, house, or building, 
or to the public, from such land, house, or building, in such 
manner, of such materials and to such places, as said board 
of health may direct, and shall thereupon give such owner or 
agent notice in writing, specifying the mode and time in 
which such drain shall be completed ; and in case the said 
owner or agent shall neglect to complete the same within 
the time so specified, the said board of health shall cause the 
same to be done, and shall be entitled to recover, of such 
owner or agent, the whole amount of the expense thereof, 
together with ten per cent, damages, by an action of the case 
by them to be brought before any court within the county of 
Middlesex having competent jurisdiction ; provided, however, 
that in no case the said ten per cent, to be recovered by way 
of damage, shall exceed the sum of twenty dollars. (March 
15, 1834.) 



SPECIAL LAWS. 29 



An Act to incorporate the proprietors of Fresh Pond Meadows in 
Cambridge, Watertown, and West Cambridge. 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of ? e c r ^orated. 
Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That Thomas Brewer, Samuel Wat- 
son, and John Davenport, and others, proprietors of meadows 
in the towns of Cambridge, Watertown, and West Cambridge, 
in the county of Middlesex, on the borders of Fresh Pond 
and Little Spy Pond, and above Menotomy bridge, on the 
streams running from said ponds, overflowed and injured in 
consequence of the obstruction to the passage of the water 
in said streams, and by the setting back of the current of 
said streams, in consequence of the rising of the tide in 
Medford River, their heirs and assigns of the said premises, 
be, and they hereby are made a body corporate, by the name 
of Proprietors of Fresh Pond Meadows ; for the purpose of 
removing the obstructions in said streams, opening such 
drains as may be deemed necessaiy, and constructing a dike 
and gate, at or below Russell's bridge, on the stream running 
from said ponds, and for the purpose of shutting out the tide 
from said meadows, and apportioning and collecting assess- Assessments, 
ments on the said proprietors, in proportion as they shall be etc * 
respectively benefited by such improvements, for the pur- 
pose of defraying the expenses of the same ; with power to 
make any by-laws, to choose a clerk, treasurer, committees, 
assessors, collectors of taxes, commissioners, and other officers 
and agents, as may be necessary and proper for carrying into 
effect the purposes of this Act ; and such committees, assess- 
ors, or commissioners, as may be appointed for the levying 
and apportioning of assessments upon said proprietors, shall 
be sworn by some justice of the peace within said county of 
Middlesex, to the faithful performance of their duties. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That in case any of said Delinquent's 

i n e i <• i ii i i shares may be 

proprietors shall, lor sixty days alter demand thereof, neglect sold at auction. 
to pay his, her, or their proportion of any assessment, made 
in pursuance of this Act, for the purposes aforesaid, the col- 
lector or treasurer of said proprietors, or such committee or 
other officers or agents of said proprietors, as may be author- 
ized by them fo* this purpose, shall sell at public auction, 
after giving reasonable notice of such sale, such quantity of 
the meadow belonging to such delinquent proprietor or pro- 
prietors as shall be deemed sufficient by such treasurer or 
collector, committee, or other officer or agent authorized as 
aforesaid, to satisfy such assessment, and pay all necessary 
expenses incidental to such sale ; and the said collector or 
treasurer, or such other officer or committee, or agent of said 
proprietors, being authorized for the purpose by said proprie- 
tors, shall convey by deed, the meadow so sold ; which deed, 
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duly executed, shall give a valid title to the grantee of the 
portion of said meadows so sold, and conveyed, subject, how- 
ever, to the right of the proprietor or proprietors thereof, to 
redeem the same within one year from the sale thereof, by 
[laying the amount of such purchase money, and the interest 
therefor, to the purchaser, his heirs, assigns, or other legal 
representatives ; and the surplus of the proceeds of such sale, 
over the amount of the assessment, and expenses of such 
sale, shall be paid over by the said collector or treasurer, or 
other officer, agent, or committee, making the sale, to the de- 
linquent proprietor or proprietors of *the estate thus sold. 

Sect. 3. Be it further enacted. That the said gate shall be 
kept open for the free passage of fish up and down said 
stream, from the first day of March, to the fifteenth day of 
June, in each year, and for such further time as the court of 
common pleas in said county, on giving the parties interested 
reasonable notice and hearing, on the application of the 
selectmen of Cambridge, or West Cambridge, for that pur- 
pose, may direct, in case the time above specified shall be 
found insufficient for the passage of shad and alewives to and 
from said ponds. 

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted. That, if any person shall 
wilfully destroy, break down, remove or injure said gate or 
dike, the person or persons so offending, shall forfeit and pay 
a sum not less than twenty dollars, nor more than one hun- 
dred dollars, to \ye sued for and recovered before the court 
of common pleas in said county, one half to the use of the 
complainant, the other half to the use of said proprietors. 

Sect. 5. Be it further enacted. That this Act shall be in 
force only in respect of such of the proprietors aforesaid as 
shall signify their assent thereto, in writing, or by voting 
therefor at a meeting of said proprietors, duly called in the 
manner presented by law for calling the meetings of corpo- 
rations ; and, upon such adoption of this Act, all Acts hereto- 
fore passed to incorporate the proprietors of said meadows, 
for the purpose aforesaid and the Acts in addition thereto, 
shall cease to be in force. (March 25, 1834.) 



An Act in addition to an Act establishing a fire department in the 
town of Cambridge. 



Appointment 



appointment Section 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 
' Representatives, in General Court assembled, and by the 
authority of the same, That the engineers, engine men, hose 
men and hook and ladder men, whom the selectmen of the 
town of Cambridge are, by the Act to which this is an addi- 
tion, authorized to appoint, shall hereafter be appointed 
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annually, on the first Wednesday in April, or as soon there- 
after as may be ; anything in the Act to which this is in addi- 
tion to the contrary notwithstanding. 

Sect. 2. Be it further enacted, That no member of said ? r ofA n mu?toiy 
fire department who shall be appointed a member thereof in duty, 
the month of April, and who shall have produced, within 
thirty days after he shall have become a member thereof, to 
the commanding officer of the military company within whose 
bounds he may reside, a certificate from the selectmen of 
Cambridge, stating that he is a member of said department, 
shall be held to produce such certificate in the month of May, 
next following the time of his appointment ; and the produc- 
tion of such certificate to such commanding officer, by any 
member of said department, appointed in the month of April, 
within thirty days of such appointment, shall exempt such 
member from military duty so long as he shall remain a 
member of said fire department ; anything in the Act to which 
this is in addition, to the contrary notwithstanding. (March 
30, 1835.) 



An Act to authorize Francis Winship and others to construct a 
draw in the great bridge over Charles River, between Cambridge 
and Brighton, in the county of Middlesex. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: — 

Section 1. Francis Winship, Gorham Parsons, Samuel fuJhorfzed. 
Brooks, and Edward Sparhawk, and their associates, are 
hereby authorized to make, at their own expense, a good and 
sufficient draw and passage-way in the great bridge over 
Charles River, between Cambridge and Brighton, in the 
county of Middlesex ; and also to erect such piers on either 
side, or both sides, of said bridge as may be necessary to 
secure the bridge and facilitate the passage of vessels through d?aw a in e bridge 
the same, with a leaf or leaves of sufficient length and between cam- 

. ° bridge and 

breadth, with every requisite for raising the same ; and the Brigiuon. 
whole shall be done under the superintendence -and to the provedUy 
acceptanpe of the county commissioners of the county of mSoners"" 
Middlesex. 

Sect. 2. Said draw, piers, leaf, or leaves, and every requisite 
for raising the same, after they shall have been constructed 
and provided to the acceptance of the county commissioners To be au- 
aforesaid, shall be always thereafter maintained and kept in bounty com- 
repair, and said draw shall be raised, and every necessary miS8ioner8 - 
accommodation afforded to vessels having occasion to pass 
through the same, by day or by night, by the towns of Cam- 
bridge, West Cambridge, Lexington, and Brighton, in the 
same proportions as they are now by law liable to contribute 
to the support of said bridge. (April 23, 1838.) 
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An Act in relation to a highway from Prison Point to Lechmere's 

Point. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: — 

Section 1. The county commissioners for the county of 
Middlesex are hereby authorized and empowered to lay out a 
highway from Prison Point, in Charlestown, to Lechmere's 
Point, in Cambridge; and said commissioners in all their 
proceedings in relation to said highway, shall be governed 
by the provisions of the twenty-fourth chapter of the Revised 
Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said county commissioners shall cause to be built, 
in any dam or bridge which shall be laid out as a part of said 
highway, a good and sufficient draw, for the passage of ves- 
sels, not less than twenty-seven feet wide ; and the said draw 
shall be kept in good repair, and raised at all times for the 
passage of vessels, at the expense of the towns of Charles- 
town and Cambridge ; and the said towns shall in relation to 
said highway, be subject to all the duties and liabilities, and 
have all the powers and privileges, set forth in the twenty- 
fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes in relation to high- 
ways. (April 24, 1838.) 
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An Act to authorize the Trustees of the Charity of Edward Hop- 
kins, to establish a classical school in the town of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows : — 

Section 1. The Trustees of the Charity of Edward Hop- 
kins are hereby authorized to establish, in the town of Cam- 
bridge, a classical school, the main object of which shall be 
to prepare boys for admission to Harvard University, and, 
for this purpose, may purchase and hold, in their corporate 
name, a lot of said land in said town, and erect thereupon 
suitable buildings, the whole costs of which shall not exceed 
ten thousand dollars. 

Sect. 2. The visitation of said school, and the right and 
authority to appoint instructors and make and ordain suitable 
rules and by-laws for the government thereof, shall be vested 
in the president and fellows of Harvard College, the minister 
of the First Church in Cambridge, and the chairmen of the 
selectmen and school committee of said town. 

Sect. 3. The said trustees, the visitors of said school, and 
the instructors thereof, shall receive into the same when 
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established, and admit to all its benefits, privileges, and ad- 
vantages, free of expense, any number of boys, not exceeding 
nine, at any time, belonging to the town of Cambridge or 
elsewhere, who being suitably qualified, shall be selected and 
presented for admission thereto by the school committee of 
said town. 

Sect. 4. The said trustees are hereby authorized to apply Fourth part of 
one fourth p&rt of the net income of their funds to the sup- fundtobe . 
port of said school, so long as the same shall continue to be tSpport^f the 
maintained in said town, and shall during that time, be ex- 8C "°° 1 - 
empted from all obligation to pay any portion of said income 
to any other school in said town or the master thereof : pro- 
vided, however, if the said school shall not be established Proviso, in 

. '_ pi. a in case the school 

within two years after the passage of this Act, or shall, at shaiinotbe 

.••1 /». ,i ji* *ij • ©staDiisiieQ, or 

any time thereafter, cease to be supported in said town, as is cease to be 
herein provided, the said trustees shall annually pay over the mam 
said fourth part of the net income of their funds to the 
treasurer of the town of Cambridge, on condition that the 
said town of Cambridge shall provide and maintain a school, 
and perform and comply with the other duties and provisions 
contained in the next section of this Act. 

Sect. 5. The town of Cambridge shall annually apply so Application of 

i • . t . i .' r ca. t • i income when 

much oi said income, as may at any time hereatter be paid paid over to 
to the treasurer thereof, in pursuance of the proviso con- treasurer, 
tained in the preceding section of this Act, to the instruction foregoinf to 
of nine boys in the learning requisite for admission to Har- P rovl *>- 
vai:d University ; the said instruction to be furnished in a 
public school in said town, the instructor of which shall be 
at all times competent to give such instruction ; and said town 
shall', so long as said income shall continue to be paid, receive 
into said school, and admit to all the benefits, privileges, 
and advantages thereof, free of expense, any number of boys, 
not exceeding nine at any time, who, being properly quali- 
fied, shall be selected and presented for admission thereto, by 
the president and fellows of Harvard College, and the min- 
ister of the First Church in Cambridge, who shall be the 
visitors of said school for the purpose of seeing that the 
duties and provisions in this section are duly complied with 
and performed. 

Sect. 6. The said trustees are hereby authorized to pay Annual pay- 
annually to the treasurer of Harvard College one tenth part treasurer? fof e 
of that portion of their income which is appropriated for the booksfetc^ 
benefit of theological students to be applied for the purchase 
of books, as a reward to meritorious under-graduates, with- 
out regard to the number of theological students who may 
be assisted by this charity. (April 10, 1839.) 
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An Act to establish the City of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives, in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same as follows: — 

Section 1. The inhabitants of the town of Cambridge, in 
the county of Middlesex, shall continue to be a body corpo- 
rate and politic, under the name of the city of Cambridge ; 
and, as such, shall have, exercise, and enjoy, all the rights, 
immunities, powers, and privileges, and shall be subject to all 
the duties and obligations, now incumbent upon, and apper- 
taining to, said town, as a municipal corporation. 

Sect. 2. The administration of all the fiscal, prudential, 
and municipal affairs, of said city, and the government 
thereof, shall be vested in one principal officer, to be styled 
the mayor ; one council of six, to be denominated the board 
of aldermen ; and one council of twenty, to be denominated 
the board of common council; which two boards shall, in 
their joint capacity, be denominated the city council. A 
majority of each board shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business. No member of either board shall 
receive any compensation for his services. The mayor and 
aldermen shall be chosen by the inhabitants of the city at 
large, voting in their respective wards. The members of the 
common council shall be apportioned among the several 
wards, as nearly as may he according to the number of in- 
habitants therein ; and each ward shall elect the number of 
common councilmen to which it shall be entitled on such 
apportionment, from persons who shall be residents in the 
ward by which they shall be chosen. 

Sect. 3. The city of Cambridge hereby is, and shall con- 
tinue to be, divided into three wards ; and the boundaries 
thereof shall be the same as the boundaries of the wards into 
which the town of Cambridge is now divided. But the city 
council shall once in five years, and not oftener, revise the 
same, and may, by a vote of not less than two thirds of the 
members of each board present, and voting thereon, so alter 
the boundaries of said wards, as shall be most for the con- 
venience of the inhabitants thereof. For the first five years 
after the passage of this Act, the ward, now known as w r ard 
number one, shall elect five members of the common council ; 
the ward now known as ward number two, shall elect nine 
members of the common council ; and the ward now known 
as ward number three, shall elect six members of the common 
council. v 

Sect. 4. The annual meeting of the inhabitants, for the 
choice of city officers, shall be holden on the first Monday in 
March and all city and ward officers, who are chosen by the 
people, shall be chosen by ballot, and shall hold their respec- 
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tive offices for one year, from the first Monday in April 
succeeding the annual meeting, and until othei's shall be 
chosen and qualified to act in their stead. 

Sect. 5. All meetings of the inhabitants for the purpose ^TandcYty 
of voting at elections, or for the transaction of municipal meetings, 
affairs, whether in general or in ward meetings, shall be 
holden in pursuance of warrants for that purpose, which 
shall be issued by the mayor and aldermen, and shall be in 
such form, and served and returned in such manner, and at 
such time, as the city council, by any by-law, shall direct. 

Sect. 6. Each ward, at the annual meeting, shall choose Ele ction, 

<• i ii ii • c t • "qualification, 

for itself a warden, clerk, and three inspectors ot elections, and duties of 

wardens 

who shall be sworn to the faithful and impartial discharge of clerks, an<i 

,-• . ,. j ,. -i .'• . i ,. j .. n , inspectors of 

their respective duties relative to elections ; and a certificate elections, 
that said oath has been taken shall be entered in the records 
of the ward by the clerk thereof. The warden shall preside 
at all ward meetings, and shall be invested with all the 
powers, and shall perform all the duties, of a moderator of 
town meetings. If, at any such meeting, the warden shall 
not be present, the clerk shall call the meeting to order, and 
preside until a warden, pro tempore shall be chosen ; and if 
the clerk shall not be present, a clerk pro tempore shall be 
chosen. The inspectors of elections shall, at all meetings, 
aid and assist the warden in preserving order, and in assort- 
ing and counting the votes ; and all votes shall be assorted, 
counted, recorded, and declared, in open ward meeting. The 
clerk shall record, in the ward records, the votes and pro- 
ceedings of all ward meetings, and shall enter on said records 
the names of all persons voted for, and the number of votes 
given for each, in words at length, and shall, within twentyr 
four hours after each and every ward meeting holden for 
the purpose of any election, deliver to the c;ty clerk a true 
copy of the record of such election, certified by himself, the 
warden, and a majority of the inspectors. The clerk shall 
deliver to his successor in office all the records, record books, 
journals, documents, papers, and other things, held by him 
in his capacity of clerk of the ward. Each ward shall also Election of 
at the annual meeting choose the number of common coun- councilmen. 
cilmen which it shall be entitled to elect. But if the choice 
of ward officers, or common councilmen, cannot be conven- 
iently effected or completed on that day, the meeting shall 
be adjourned from day to day to complete the choice. The Adjourn- 
clerk of the ward shall, within twenty-four hours after such 
choice, deliver to the respective persons elected common 
councilmen, a certificate of their election, signed by himself, 
the warden, and a majority of the inspectors. 

Sect. 7. The qualified voters in each ward shall, at the ^JSS? 88 ** 
annual meeting, give in to the warden and inspectors their meetings for 
votes for a mayor and six aldermen ; a copy of the record of 
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which sliall be delivered to the city clerk, as provided in the 
^ruS^te^of preceding section. The city clerk shall immediately after 
election. receiving said copies enter the same, or a plain and intelligi- 

ble abstract thereof, on the city records, and then lay said 
copies before the mayor and aldermen, who shall thereupon 
examine the same, and cause the persons who shall have 
been chosen mayor and aldermen respectively, by a majority 
of votes in all the wards, to be notified, in writing, of their 
Proceeding in election. If a mayor or the whole number of aldermen shall 

case of noD- J 

election of not have been so elected, or if either of the persons elected 
aiiiermen. shall refuse to accept the office to which he was chosen, the 
mayor and aldermen shall make a record of the fact, and 
forthwith issue their warrant for another election ; and the 
same proceedings shall be had, in all respects, as are provided 
in this section for the choice of mayor and aldermen ; and 
the same shall be repeated, from time to time, until a 
mayor, and the whole number of aldermen, shall have been 
inca»«of chosen. Whenever the office of mayor shall become vacant, 
tion,itc. by death, resignation, or otherwise, the boards of aldermen 

and common council shall, respectively, by vote, declare the 
same, and the cause thereof, and the expediency of filling 
such vacancy; and the two boards shall thereupon meet in 
convention, and elect a mayor to fill such vacancy for the 
time said cause shall continue, or until a new election, 
tionandrecord Sect. 8. The mayor, aldermen, and common council shall, 
of oaths of before entering on the duties of their office, be sworn to the 
faithful performance of the duties of their respective offices ; 
and for that purpose shall meet in convention on the first 
Monday in April in each year, at ten of the clock in the fore- 
noon, when such oath may be administered to the mayor elect, 
if present, by any judge of any court of record in the Com- 
monwealth, or by any justice of the peace for the county of 
Middlesex, and to the aldermen and common councilmen by 
the mayor, he being first sworn as aforesaid, or by such 
justice of the peace. A certificate that such oath has been 
taken shall be entered in the Journal of the mayor and alder- 
men and of the common council, by their respective, clerks. 
Proceedings in If from any cause, the mayor, or any one or more of the 

case of absence 

of mayor, etc., aldermen ot common council shall not be present on the 
time for first Monday in April, to take the oath required of them, 

organization. ^ e same may be administered to them at any time thereafter, 

before entering on the duties of their office. 
mayor.° f Sect. 9. The mayor thus chosen and qualified shall be 

the chief executive officer of the city. He shall cause the 
laws and regulations of the city to be executed and enforced. 
He shall exercise a general supervision over the conduct of 
all the subordinate officers, and cause their violation or neglect 
of duty to be punished. He may call special meetings of the 
board of aldermen and common council or either of them. 
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when, in his opinion, the interests of the city require it, by 
causing a notification to be left at the usual dwelling-place 
of each member of the board or boards to be convened. He 
shall, from time to time, communicate to said boards respec- 
tively, such information, and recommend such measures, as 
the interests of the city shall, in his judgment, require. He 
shall preside in the board of aldermen, and in joint meeting 
of the two boards ; but shall have a casting vote only. He shall 
have the exclusive power of nomination, in all cases in which 
appointments are directed to be made by the mayor and 
aldermen ; but such nominations shall be confirmed or rejected 
by the board of aldermen. He shall be ex officio chairman of 
the school committee, and of the board of overseers of the 
poor. His salary for the first year under this charter shall Compensation, 
be six hundred dollars, and no more. He shall afterwards 
receive for his services such salary as the city council shall 
determine, payable at stated periods, and shall receive no 
other compensation, but such salary shall not be increased or 
diminished during his continuance in office. 

Sect. 10. The mayor and aldermen shall compose one sessions of 
board, and shall sit and act together as one body, at all Sdemiantobe 
meetings of which the mayor shall preside, if present ; but SJJ executive* 
in his absence the board may choose a chairman for the time bU8ine88 - 
being. All their sittings shall be public, when not engaged 
in executive business. 

Sect. 11. The executive powers of the city, and the Executive 
administration of police, with all the powers heretofore vested m^orand 
by law in the selectmen of Cambridge, shall be vested in aldermen - 
the mayor and aldermen, as fully as if the same were herein 
specifically enumerated. They shall have full and exclusive Power in 
power to appoint a city marshal and assistants, a constable appointments, 
or constables, and all other police officers ; and to remove bonds,* 18 ' 
the same from office, for sufficient cause. They may require license8 » etc - 
the marshal and constables, before entering on the duties 
of their office to give bonds, with sufficient sureties, to 
any reasonable amount ; upon which the like proceedings 
and remedies may be had as are by law provided in case of 
constables' bonds required by selectmen of towns in this 
Commonwealth. They shall have power to grant licenses to 
innholders and victuallers and retailers, within the city, in 
the same manner as the mayor and aldermen of the city of 
Boston now have by provision of law. They shall prepare, Duties in 

j j. J.T- x-u j. 1 i. £ respect to list* 

revise, correct, and post up, in the manner that selectmen ot of voters. 
towns are required to do, an alphabetical list of voters in 
each ward of the city; and for that purpose shall have 
access to the assessors' books and lists, and be entitled to the 
aid and assistance of the assessors, collector, and other city 
officers, and shall deliver the lists, so prepared and corrected, 
to the clerks of the respective wards, to be used at elec- 



/ 
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city meetings. 
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tions. And they shall do and perform all the duties which 
the selectmen of towns are by law required to do and 
perform within their respective towns, unless it be otherwise 
provided in this Act. 
i£^e<* u ng8 Sect. 12. The mayor and aldermen shall, within two days 
for election of after every meeting of the inhabitants holden for the choice 
or"ederai ' of county, state, or United States officers, examine and com- 
° cers * pare the copies of the record of votes returned from all the 

wards, and make out returns of the same, including the 
names of all the persons voted for, and the number of votes 
given for each ; which returns shall be signed by the mayor 
and a majority of the aldermen, and countersigned by the 
city clerk, and shall be transmitted or delivered in the man- 
ner that similar returns are required to be made by selectmen 
of towns. They shall notify the persons, chosen to represent 
the city in the General Court, of their election, within three 
days after the choice ; and if the whole number of repre- 
sentatives determined upon by the city council shall not 
have been chosen at any such meeting, they shall forthwith 
y*5^J?i™ issue their warrant for a new election conformably to the 
constitution and laws of the Commonwealth. The mayor 
and aldermen shall issue their warrant for a general meeting 
of the inhabitants, for any constitutional or legal purpose, 
whenever requested so to do in writing, by thirty legal 
Aldermen to voters. The board of aldermen shall be the final judge of 
elections, etc., the election and qualifications of its members ; and whenever 
new eiect?ons. r a vacancy shall occur therein, by death, resignation, or other- 
wise, may order a new election. , 
de^rtment Sect. 13. An Act establishing the fire department in the 
town of Cambridge, passed March seventeenth, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-two, and an Act in addition 
thereto, passed March thirtieth, one thousand eight hundred 
and thirty-five, shall continue in force, and all the power and 
authority now vested in the selectmen of Cambridge, in rela- 
tion to the fire department in that town, shall be transferred 
to, and vested in, the mayor and aldermen, 
duties of n coni- Sect. 14. The persons chosen and qualified as members of 
andVftiieTr' ^ ne common council shall sit and act together as one body, 
president and distinct from the mayor and aldermen, except when the two 
bodies are required to meet and act in convention. The said 
council shall, from time to time, choose one of its members 
to preside at all meetings of the board, and preserve order 
therein ; and shall also choose a clerk, who shall be sworn to 
the faithful discharge of the duties of that office, and shall 
hold such office during the pleasure of the council. The 
clerk, so chosen and qualified, shall attend the common coun- 
cil when in session, and keep a journal of its acts, votes, and 
„, , ^ proceedings, and perform such other services in his said office, 

Sittings to be r , -i • a n -j.*.- £ xi 

public, etc. as the council may require. All sittings of the common 
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couucil shall be public. The common council shall be the 
final judge of the election and qualifications of its members ; 
and whenever a vacancy shall occur therein, by death, resig- 
nation, or otherwise, may order a new election. 

Sect. 15. All the powers now vested by law in the town ^JJJ™^^ 
of Cambridge, or in the inhabitants thereof, as a municipal 
corporation, shall be vested in the city council composed as 
provided in the second section, and shall be exercised by con- 
current vote, each board having a negative on the other. 

Sect. 16. The city council shall have power to make all eoSi°to° ity 
such salutary and needful by-laws as towns by the laws of "J^ 6 by-laws, 
the Commonwealth have power to make, and to annex penal- 
ties, not exceeding twenty dollars, for the breach thereof ; 
which by-laws shall take effect, and be in force, from the time 
therein limited, without the sanction or confirmation of any 
other authority whatever. All such by-laws and all city To publish 

• bV-laWS. 

ordinances shall be duly published, in such newspaper or 
newspapers as the city council shall direct. All fines and J^J|?3nS} d 
forfeitures for the violation of any by-law or ordinance of etc - 
the city, shall be recovered by complaint before any justice 
of the peace for the county of Middlesex, and shall enure to 
such uses as the city council shall direct; but the party Appeals from 
prosecuted shall have the right of appeal to the court of 3US lces cou 
common pleas, in the same manner, and upon the same terms 
and conditions, as are provided by law for appeals from the 
judgment of justices of, the peace in other criminal prosecu- 
tions. It shall be sufficient, in any such complaint, to set Fo ™ 1 ?? t 
out the offence plainly and substantially ; but the by-law or 
ordinance, on which the complaint is founded, need not be 
recited or set out. 

Sect. 17. The city council shall take proper care that no Grants or 

i_ •ju^.i-^x i -i appropriations 

money be paid trom the city treasury unless previously of money. 

. . Account- 

granted and appropriated ; shall secure a just and prompt ability, 
accountability from all persons entrusted with the receipt, property. 11 hc 
custody, or disbursement of the moneys or funds of the city ; 
shall have the care and superintendence of the city buildings, 
and all city property, and the power to let or sell what may 
be legally let or sold, and to purchase property, real or per- 
sonal, in the name and for the use of the city, whenever the 
interest or convenience of the city, shall require it. The city Accounts, etc., 

.i t ii . .i j -i t i i» ^1 to be published 

council shall, once in every year, at least, publish, lor the use annually. 
and information of the inhabitants, a particular account of 
the receipts and expenditures of the city, and a schedule of 
the property and debts of the city. 

Sect. 18. The city council shall have exclusive authority Power of 

J . t . . , . J mayor, aluer- 

and power to lay out new streets or ways within said city, men, and of 

^ citv council in 

and to estimate the damage which any person shall sustain respect to 

at- ■want- a omrf 

thereby ; but all petitions and questions, relating to laying wa ys. 
out, widening, altering, or discontinuing any street or way, 4 
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shall be first acted on by the mayor and aldermen. Any 
person, aggrieved by the decision or judgment of the mayor 
and aldermen, or of the city council, in relation to laying 
out, widening, altering, or discontinuing any street or way, 
or in the estimate of damages, may, within six months there- 
after, make complaint to the county commissioners in the 
county of Middlesex ; upon which complaint the same pro- 
ceedings shall be had as are provided in the twenty-fourth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes, in cases where persons are 
aggrieved by the decision or judgment of selectmen of 
towns. 

Sect. 1$. The city council shall have the power to con- 
struct drains and common sewers through any highways, 
streets, or private lands, paying the owners such damage as 
they shall sustain thereby ; and to require all persons to pay 
a reasonable sum for the right to open any drain into such 
public drain or common sewer. 

Sect. 20. All the power and authority now vested by law 
in the board of health for the town of Cambridge shall be 
transferred to, and vested in, the city council, and shall be 
carried into execution by the appointment of health comrnis^ 
sioners, or in such other manner as the city council shall 
determine. 

Sect. 21. The city council shall have the power to pro- 
vide for 'the appointment or election of all necessary officers 
for the good government of the city, not otherwise provided 
for, and to prescribe their duties and fix their compensation ; 
but no -person shall be elected by the city council, or ap- 
pointed by the mayor and aldermen, to any office of emolu- 
ment, who, at the time of his election or appointment, shall 
be a member of the board of aldermen or of the common 
council. 

Sect. 22. The city council shall, annually, in the month 
of April, meet in convention, and elect, by joint ballot, a 
city clerk, who shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of the 
duties of his office, and shall hold his office one year, and 
until another shall be chosen and qualified ; removable, how- 
ever, at the pleasure of the city council. The city clerk shall 
be ex officio clerk of the board composed of the mayor and 
aldermen. He shall keep a journal of all the votes and pro- 
ceedings of the mayor and aldermen, and also of the city 
council, when sitting in convention ; and shall perform such 
other duties as the mayor and aldermen or the city council 
shall prescribe. He shall also perform all the duties, and 
exercise all the powers, incumbent upon, and vested in, the 
town clerk of the town of Cambridge. He shall deliver to 
his successor in office, as soon as chosen and qualified, all 
journals, records, record books, papers, documents, or other 
things, held by him in his capacity as city clerk. 
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Sect. 23. The city council shall also, in the month of SESSEJSJJ? 
April, annually, in convention and hy ioint ballot, elect a etc., mi 

• ' vacancies etc 

city treasurer, a collector of taxes, and all other subordi- in April.' ' '* 
nate officers, who are not chosen by the inhabitants or 
appointed by the mayor and aldermen; and shall also fill 
all vacancies which shall exist in the boards of assessors, 
assistant assessors, overseers of the poor, or school committee, 
by reason of a failure to elect by the inhabitants at the 
annual meeting. The candidates for filling such vacancies 
shall be determined in the manner provided by the constitu- 
tion of the Commonwealth for fixing upon candidates to fill 
vacancies in the State senate. 

Sect. 24. The city council, shall, annually, in the month *^ il °J ci,y 
of October, meet in convention, and determine the number determine 
of representatives which the city shall elect to the General representa- 
Court, and publish such determination, which shall be con- general court. 
elusive ; and the number thus determined, shall be specified 
in the warrant calling th6 meeting for the election of repre- 
sentatives. 

Sect. 25. The city council, shall, in the month of Power of city 

J . , council to 

January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty- determine 

• number of 

one, and once in every five years thereafter, determine the members of 
number of members of the common council which each ward emmciun the 
shall be entitled to elect, as provided in the second section. wards - 

Sect. 26. The qualified voters of the city, at the annual ^mmittee 
meeting, shall choose seven persons for a school committee, 
two of whom shall be residents in ward number one, three 
in ward number two, and two in ward number three ; six overseers of 
persons to be overseers of the poor, two of whom shall be 
resident in each ward ; three persons to be assessors, one of 
whom shall be a resident in each ward ; and such number of 
assistant assessors as the city council shall determine. The Assessors- 
assessors and assistant assessors shall be sworn to the faithful assessors. 
discharge of their duties, and shall perform all such duties Duties of 

same 

as the assessors of towns are required by law to perform ; and 
the boards of school committee and overseers of the poor, 
with the mayor as chairman of each, shall perform all such 
duties as the school committees and overseers of the poor in 
towns are required by law to perform. 

Sect. 27. All meetings of the inhabitants, for the election JJ^fJ/ 01, 
of county, State, or United States officers, who are voted for county, state, 

and fedei'u.1 

by the people, shall be held in their respective wards, at the omcers. 
time fixed by law for those elections, respectively. 

Sect. 28. After the acceptance of this Act by the inhabi- Fjwt election 
tants of the town of Cambridge, and during the month of etc. 
April in the present year, the selectmen of said town, for the 
purpose of the first election under this charter, shall issue 
their warrant for a meeting of the inhabitants, in their re- 
spective wards, for the choice of all city officers who are 
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directed to be chosen by the people, and such county officers 
as are to be voted for by other towns in the county of Middle- 
sex, at their annual meeting in the present year. Such 
warrant shall be served seven days, at least, before the time 
appointed for said meeting, and shall designate the time and 
place of the meeting in the respective wards. At said meet- 
ing, the wards respectively, shall choose a warden, clerk, 
three inspectors of elections, and the number of members of 
the common council which they are entitled to elect, by the 
third section of this Act ; and shall also give in their votes 
for a mayor, six aldermen, seven members of the school com- 
mittee, six overseers of the poor, three assessors, and such 
county officers as are then to be voted for. If the whole 
number of ward officers or common councilmen, in either 
ward, cannot be chosen on that day, the meeting may be ad- 
journed, from day to day, to complete the choice. The clerks 
of the respective wards shall deliver certificates to the per- 
sons elected members of the common council, and copies of 
the record of the election to said selectmen, within the time, 
and signed and certified in the manner, provided in the sixth 
section. The selectmen shall within two days after receiving 
said returns, examine and compare the same, ascertain the 
result of the election, and give notice in writing to the per- 
sons chosen mayor and aldermen, of their election. If a 
mayor, or the whole number of aldermen, shall not have been 
elected at such meeting, the selectmen shall forthwith issue 
their warrant for another meeting, as provided in this section ; 
and the same proceedings shall be had and repeated, until a 
mayor and six aldermen shall have been chosen. Any legal 
voter in the respective wards may call the said first meeting 
to order, and preside until a warden shall have been chosen. 

Sect. 29. Immediately after the election of city officers, 
as provided in the preceding section, the said selectmen shall 
appoint a place and some day not later than the first Monday 
in June, of the present year, for the first meeting of the city 
council, and for the organization of the city government, 
established by this Act : and shall give notice thereof in writ- 
ing to all the city officers elect, and shall also publish a 
notice thereof in one or more newspapers printed in Boston. 
The mayor, aldermen, members of the common council, and all 
other city officers elect, shall meet at the time and place des- 
ignated in such notices, and shall respectively take the oath 
required of them by this Act, and shall then enter upon and 
perform all the duties of their respective offices, in the same 
manner as if they had been elected prior to the first Monday 
in April of the present year. 

Sect. 30. The annual town meeting of the town of Cam- 
bridge, for the present year, shall be suspended, and may be 
holden in the month of May or June, if this Act shall not be 
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adopted by the inhabitants of the town, as provided in the 
thirty-fourth section. 

Sect. 31. All officers of the town of Cambridge, having Delivery of 

cj ' ^? records etc 

the care and custody of any records, papers, or property, to city clerk.' 
belonging to said town, shall deliver the same to the city 
clerk, within one week after his entering upon the duties of 
his office. 

Sect, 32. All Acts and parts of Acts, inconsistent with the Kepeaiof 

* .li • a ^ T l i j inconsistent 

provisions ot this Act, are hereby repealed. - provisions. 

Sect. 33. Nothing in this Act contained shall be so con- Legislature 
strued as to prevent the Legislature from altering or amend- amend this" 1 
ing the same, whenever they shall deem it expedient. Act ' 

Sect. 34. This Act shall be void, unless the inhabitants of Act to be void 

unless 

the town of Cambridge, at a legal town meeting, called for accented by 
that purpose, shall, by a majority of the voters present, and 
voting thereon, by ballot, determine to adopt the same within 
twenty days after its passage. 

Sect. 35. This Act shall go into operation from and after ^J;" to take 
its passage. (March 17, 1846.) 

Adopted March 30, 184C {Town llecords, Vol. F. Page 7). 



An Act in addition to "An Act to establish the City of Cambridge." 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The election of the mayor, aldermen, and umyor?etc f 
common councilmen, and such other officers of the city of 
Cambridge, as are now by law to be chosen on the first 
Monday in March annually, shall in future be made on the 
first Monday in December annually : and the said officers, so 
chosen, shall hold their respective offices for the same term 
of time, and the same proceedings shall be had in relation to 
such elections, as are provided in the Act, entitled " An Act 
to establish the city of Cambridge," to which this is an addi- 
tion : provided, nevertheless, that the next choice of the said 1>rovlso - 
city officers, after the acceptance of this Act by the inhabi- 
tants of the said city of Cambridge, as hereinafter provided, 
shall be made at such time, and in such manner, as are pre- 
scribed in the Act aforesaid, and the officers so elected shall 
severally hold their offices until the first Monday of January 
next succeeding such election, anything in this Act to the 
contrary notwithstanding. 

Sect. 2. The election of a city clerk, a city treasurer, and a city cierk. 

Till -i ii treasurer, and 

collector of taxes, who are now by law to be chosen, and all va- collector. 
cancies which are now by law to be filled by the city council, in 
the month of April annually, shall in future be respectively 
made and filled by the city council, in the month of January an- 
nually, in the like form and manner, and for the same term of 
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service, as are prescribed in the Act to which this Act is in ad- 
dition ; provided, nevertheless, that the next choice of such 
officers, and the next vacancies occurring after the acceptance 
of this Act by the inhabitants aforesaid, as hereinafter pro- 
vided, shall be made and filled at such time, and in such 
manner, as are prescribed in the Act aforesaid, to which this 
is in addition : and the officers so elected, shall severally hold 
their offices until the first Monday in January next succeeding 
said election, anything in this Act to the contrary notwith- 
standing. 

Sect. 3. The officers chosen by virtue of this Act shall 
enter upon the duties of their respective offices on the first 
Monday of January in each year, and shall be liable to all 
the duties and restrictions, and shall exercise all the powers 
to which the said officers are respectively subject or entitled, 
by virtue of the Act to which this is in addition, and of all 
other Acts having relation to this subject matter. 

Sect. 4. The boundaries of the several wards, and number 
of members of the common council which each ward shall be 
entitled to elect, shall continue to be the same as at present 
established until the month of October, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, at which time, and 
once in every five years thereafter, the city council shall 
revise the same, and make such alterations therein, in like 
form and manner, as are prescribed in the Act to which this 
is in addition. 

Sect. 5. The city council of the city of Cambridge may 
establish a fire department for the said city, to consist of so 
many engineers and other officers, and so many engine men 
and other members, as the city council by ordinance shall, 
from time to time, prescribe ; and the said city council shall 
have authority to make such provisions in regard to the time 
and mode of appointment, and the occasion and mode of 
removal of either of such officers or members, to make such 
requisitions in respect to their qualifications and period of 
service, to define their office and duties, to fix and pay such 
compensation for their services, and, in general, to make such, 
regulations in regard to their conduct and government, and 
to the management and conduct of fires, and persons attend- 
ing at fires, subject to the penalties provided for the breach 
of the city by-laws, as they shall deem expedient : provided, 
that the appointment of engine men, hose men, and hook 
and ladder men, shall be made by the mayor and aldermen 
exclusively. 

Sect. 6. An Act establishing the fire department in the 
town of Cambridge, passed March seventeenth, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, and an Act in 
addition thereto, passed March thirtieth, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, shall continue in 
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force, except in regard to the power of making by-laws, 
and publishing the same, and except also, in so far as they 
are otherwise inconsistent with the preceding section, in 
which respects they shall be void. 

Sect. 7. The city council shall have exclusive authority Power to lay 
and power to lay out new streets or ways within said city, Street!}**), 
and to estimate the damage which any person shall sustain 
thereby ; but all petitions and questions relating to the lay- 
ing out, widening, altering, or discontinuing, of any street 
or way, shall be first acted upon by the mayor and aldermen. 
Any person, dissatisfied with the decision of the city council f^tuSed may 
in the estimate of damages, may, within six months there- make com- 

, i«i •• i plaint to 

alter, make complaint to the county commissioners in the county com- 
county of Middlesex, upon which complaint the same pro- etc. ' 
ceedings shall be had as are provided in the twenty-fourth 
chapter of the Revised Statutes, in cases where persons are 
aggrieved by the assessment of damages by selectmen. 

Sect. 8. If a vacancy shall exist in any of the boards of certain yacan. 

J e A % , , cies shall be 

assessors, assistant assessors, overseers ol the poor, or school fined by city 

committees, by failure of the inhabitants to elect, by neglect 

or refusal to serve, by death, resignation, or any other cause, 

the city council shall fill such vacancy, as soon as may be 

after the knowledge of the fact : provided, that nothing Proviso. 

herein contained shall be construed to prevent the operations 

of the one hundred and forty-fourth chapter of the Act passed 

on the twenty-sixth day of April, in the year one thousand 

eight hundred and forty-nine, relating to such vacancies 

therein mentioned as may occur in the school committee 

after the date of the warrant for the annual town meeting for 

the election of their successors. 

Sect. 9. No board or committee of the city council, or No contracts to 
of either branch thereof, shall make any contract on behalf of, specific appro- 
and binding upon, the said city, the amount of which contract therefor 8 
shall exceed the specific appropriations of the city council 
previously made therefor. 

Sect. 10. All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent with Act8 re P ealed - 
the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 11. This Act shall not go into operation until it 25£ t0 take 
shall have been adopted by ballot, by the inhabitants of the 
said city of Cambridge, at a meeting duly called for that 
purpose by the mayor and aldermen. (April 30, 1851.) 

Rejected by the people October 6, 1851 (City Records, Vol. C, Page 285). 



An Act to incorporate the Cambridge Gas-Light Company. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Charles C. Little, Isaac Liveimore, and Gard- Cor P° rator8 - 
ner G. Hubbard, their associates and successors are hereby 
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made a corporation by the name of the Cambridge Gas-Light 
Company, for the purpose of making and selling gas in the 
city of Cambridge, with all the powers and privileges, and 

Powers and . . . . o 7 

duties. subject to all the duties, restrictions, and liabilities, set forth 

in the thirty-eighth and forty-fourth chapters of the Revised 

Statutes. 

Sect. 2. The capital stock of said company shall not 
-capitai stock. eX ceed three hundred thousand dollars ; and said corporation 
Real estate. may hold real estate not exceeding in value one hundred 

thousand dollars, 
ueissuefiunder Sect. 3. No shares in the capital stock of said company 
^ ar - shall be issued for a less sum or amount, to be actually paid 

in on each, than the par value of the shares which shall be 

first issued. 
w?t^wnse°nt Sect. 4. Said corporation, with the consent of the mayor 
authorized to and aldermen of the city of Cambridge, shall have the power 

open ground in J i • p ^ 

streets, etc. and authority to open the ground m any part ot tiie streets, 
lanes, and highways in said city, for the purpose of sinking 
and repairing such pipes and conductors as it may be neces- 
sary to sink for the purpose aforesaid ; and the said eorpora- 
Tame^nrepair. ^ on ' after opening the ground in said streets, lanes, and 
highways, shall be held to put the same into repair, under 
Proviso. ^ e p ena ity of being prosecuted for a nuisance : provided, 

ildermenlnay that the said mayor and aldermen, for the time being, shall 
reJuiateTetc. 10 a * a ^ times have the power to regulate, restrict, and control 
all the acts and doings of said corporation, which may, in any 
manner, affect the health, safety, and convenience, of the 
inhabitants of said city. 
Takes effect. g ECT . 5. This Act shall take effect from and after its pas- 
sage. (March 15, 1852.) 



An Act to incorporate the Cambridge Water Works. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Corporators. Sectiox 1. Estes Howes, Gardiner G. Hubbard, Moses 
M. Rice, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation by the name of the Cambridge Water Works, for 
the purpose of supplying the city of Cambridge with water, 

duties? and with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all the 
duties, restrictions, and liabilities, set forth in the thirty- 
eight and forty-fourth chapters of the Revised Statutes. 

cha^e m corp P o^ r " Sect. 2. The city of Cambridge may at any time during 

rate? rights, etc. ^q continuance of the charter hereby granted, purchase the 
corporate property, and all the rights and privileges of the 
said corporation at such price as may be agreed upon be- 

agreement. di8 " tween the said parties, and in case of disagreement, the 
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supreme judicial court, upon application by either party, shall 
be authorized to appoint three commissioners to settle such 
disagreement. . 

Sect. 3. The said corporation, with the consent of the corporation 
mayor and aldermen of the city of Cambridge, shall have may open 
power and authority to open the ground in any part of the f™ conducting 
streets, lanes, and highways in the said city, for the purpose water - 
of conducting and distributing water through the said city. 
And the said corporation, after opening the ground as afore- 
said, shall be held to put the same into repair under the 
penalty of being prosecuted as a nuisance ; provided, that the Proviso, 
said mayor and aldermen, for the time being, shall at all 
times have the power to regulate, restrict, arid control, the 
acts and doings of said corporation which may in any manner 
effect the health, safety, or convenience, of the inhabitants 
of said city. 

Sect. 4. The said corporation may, for the purposes Real estate. 
aforesaid, hold real estate not exceeding in value one hundred 
thousand dollars, and the whole capital stock shall not exceed Ca P ital 8tock * 
five hundred thousand dollars. 

Sect. 5. This Act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. (May 20, 1852.) 



An Act concerning the Union Railway Company. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. The city council of the city of Cambridge, crossing the 

streets of 

and the selectmen of the town of Somerville, shall have full Cambridge 
power to determine in what manner said railroad shall be viiief°now 
constructed across the streets within said city of Cambridge determlned - 
and town of Somerville, whether at grade, or otherwise, and 
what securities shall be provided and maintained by said 
corporation at such crossings. 

Sect. 2. The Union Railway Company are hereby au- Ma y enter , 

. , J * .* J ., i.ii upon Grand 

thonzed to enter upon and unite their railroad with the Junction Raii- 
Grand Junction Railroad, and may at any time lease their fease.etk may 
road, or transfer their property and franchises to the Grand 
Junction Railroad and Depot Company, and the Grand 
Junction Railroad and Depot Company may build and main- 
tain said Union Railway. 

Sect. 3. So much of an Act of this Commonwealth, enti- £cfreieai™ er 
tied " An Act to incorporate the Union Railroad Company," 
passed May tenth, eighteen hundred and forty-eight, as is 
inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, is hereby re- 
pealed. 

Sect. 4. This Act shall take effect from and after its 
passage, (April 14, 1853.) 
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An Act in addition to an Act to establish the City of Cambridge. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 



SaTmayoraSd Section 1. The election of mayor, aldermen, and com- 

otner o ~ 
changed. 



ing mayor ana . --- rn * * 

other officers m0 n councilmen, and such other officers of the city of Cam- 

/» nan own 7 «/ 

bridge as are now by law to be chosen on the first Monday 
in March, annually, shall in future be made on the first Mon- 
day in December, annually ; and the said officers, so chosen, 
shall hold their respective offices for the same term of time, 
and the same proceedings shall be had in relation to such 
elections as are provided in the Act, entitled, " An Act to 
establish the City of Cambridge," to which this is in addition: 

Proviso 

provided, nevertheless, that the next choice of the said city 
officers, after the acceptance of this Act by the inhabitants of 
the said city of Cambridge, as hereinafter provided, shall be 
made at such time, and in such manner, as are prescribed in 
the Act aforesaid ; and the officers so elected, shall severally 
hold their offices until the first Monday of January next suc- 
ceeding such election, anything in this Act to the contrary 
notwithstanding, 
elect ^iwkj 1 10 Sect. 2. The election of a city clerk, a city treasurer, and 
vacancies in U a collector of taxes, who are now by law to be chosen, and 
January. a u vacancies which are now by law required to be filled by 
the city council, in the month of April, annually, shall in 
future be respectively made and filled by the city council in 
the month of January, annually, and in like form and man- 
ner, and for the same term of service, as are prescribed in the 
Proviso. ^ ct to w ] a i c ] 1 thig Act is in addition ; provided, nevertheless, 

that the next choice of such officers and the next vacancies 
occurring, after the acceptance of this Act by the inhabitants 
aforesaid, as hereinafter provided, shall be made and filled 
at such time and in such manner, as are prescribed in the Act 
aforesaid, to which this is in addition : and the officers so 
elected, shall severally hold their offices until the first Mon- 
day in January next succeeding such election, anything in 
this Act to the contrary notwithstanding. 
JutieTof nd Sect. 3. The officers chosen by virtue of this Act, shall 
officers. enter upon the duties of their respective offices on the first 

Monday in January in each year, and shalf be liable to all 
the duties and restrictions, and shall exercise all the powers, 
to which the said officers are respectively subject or entitled 
by virtue of the Act to which this is in addition, and of all 
other Acts having relation to this subject-matter. 
wards 1 . 8,1108 of Sect. 4. The boundaries of the several wards, and the 
number of members of the common council which each ward 
shall be entitled to elect, shall continue to be the same as at 
present established, until the month of October, in the year 
one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six ; at which time, and 
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once in every five years thereafter, the city council shall 
revise the same, and make such alterations therein, in like 
form and manner as are prescribed in the Act to which this 
is in addition. • 

Sect. 5. The city council of the city of Cambridge may city council 
establish a fire department for the said city, to consist of so ma ifre e8 depart- 
many engineers, and other officers, and so many engine men ment ' 
and other members, as the city council, by ordinance, shall, 
from time to time, prescribe ; and the said city council shall 
have authority to make such provisions in regard to the time 
and mode of appointment, and the occasion and mode of re- 
moval; of either such officers or members', and to make such 
requisitions in regard to their conduct and government, and 
to the management and conduct of fires, and persons attend- 
ing at fires, subject to the penalties provided for the breach 
of the city by-laws, as they shall deem expedient ; provided, 
that the appointment of engine men, hosemen, and hook and 
ladder men, shall be made by the mayor and aldermen exclu- 
sively. 

Sect. 6. An Act establishing a fire department in the Former Acts to 

continue in 

town of Cambridge, passed March seventeenth, in the year force. 
one thousand eight hundred and thirty-two, and an Act in 
addition thereto, passed March thirtieth, in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and thirty-five, shall continue in 
force, except in regard to the power of making by-laws and 
publishing the same, and except, also, in so far as they are 
otherwise inconsistent with the preceding section ; in which 
respects they shall be void. 

Sect. 7. The city council shall have exclusive power and & lty ^™S5Ji£ 
authority to lay out new streets or ways within the said city, 
and to estimate the damage which any person shall sustain 
thereby ; but all petitions and questions relating to the lay- , 

ing out, widening, altering or discontinuing, of any street or 
way, shall be first acted upon by the mayor and aldermen. 
Any person dissatisfied with the decision of the city council fattened di may 
in the estimate of damages, may, within six months thereafter, make com- 
make a complaint to the county commissioners, in the county 
of Middlesex, upon which complaint the same proceedings 
shall be had as are provided in the twenty-fourth chapter of 
the Revised Statutes, in cases where persons are aggrieved 
by the assessment'of damages by selectmen. 

Sect. 8. If a vacancy shall exist in any of the boards of h^SSlSt 
assessors, assistant assessors, overseers of the poor, or school 
committee, by failure of the inhabitants to elect, by neglect 
or refusal to serve, by death, resignation, or any other cause, 
the city council shall fill such vacancy as soon as may be 
after the knowledge of the fact; provided, that nothing 
therein contained shall be construed to prevent the operation 
of the Act passed on the twenty-sixth day of April, in the 
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year one thousand eight hundred and forty-nine, being 
chapter one hundred and forty-four of the Acts of said year, 
relating to such vacancies, therein mentioned, as may occur 
in the school committee after the date of the warrant for the 
annual town meeting for the election of their successors. 

Sect. 9. All boards and officers acting under the Act of 
incorporation of the city of Cambridge, and entrusted with 
the expenditure of public money, shall be accountable there- 
for to thfe city council in such manner as they may direct. 

Sect. 10. No board or committee of the city council, or 
of either branch thereof, shall make any contracts on behalf 
of, or binding upon, the said city, the amount of which con- 
tracts shall exceed the specific appropriations of the city 
council previously made therefor. 

Sect. 11. All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Act are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 12. This Act shall be void, unless the inhabitants 
of the said city of Cambridge, at a legal meeting called for 
that purpose, shall, by a majority of the voters present and 
voting thereon, by ballot, determine to adopt the same. 
(April 14, 1853.) 

Accepted December 5, l«o3 (City Records, Vol. H, Page 83). 



An Act to authorize the city of Cambridge to take stock in the 
Cambridge Water Works, or to loan money on pledge of the 
stock of said company. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows: 
City of cam- Section 1. The city of Cambridge are hereby authorized 

l>riclf?e author- . • 

izedlotake^ to subscribe for any portion of the stock of the Cambridge 
Water Works, and said shares may be paid for in cash or in 
exchange for bonds of the said corporation, at not less than 
the par value thereof ; or to loan money to the said company 
on pledge of their stock. 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. (May 11, 1853.) 



stock in water 
works. 



Corporators. 



Location. 



An Act to incorporate the Cambridge Railroad Company. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Gardiner G. Hubbard, Charles C. Little, 
and Isaac Livermore, their associates and successors, are 
hereby made a corporation by the name of the Cambridge 
Railroad Company, with power to construct, maintain, 
and use a railway, or railways, with convenient single or 
double tracks from such point or points of the city of Cam- 
bridge, upon and over the streets or highways therein, as shall 



SPECIAL LAWS. 51 

be, from time to time, fixed and determined by vote of the 

mayor and aldermen of the said city of Cambridge, and 

assented to in writing by said corporation: and over the 

roads, estates, and bridges, belonging to the Hancock Free 

Bridge Corporation, to the intersection of the same with the 

streets of the city of Boston, as shall be, from time to time 

fixed and determined by vote of the directors of the Hancock 

Free Bridge Corporation, and assented to in writing by said 

corporation, paying said Hancock Free Bridge Corporation Compensation. 

such compensation or tolls, for the right of using said roads, 

estates, and bridges, as may be mutually agreed upon ; or if 

the respective corporations shall be unable to agree upon the i f unable to 

j.' £ -j x t_ «j xi_ • j« • i agree, supreme 

compensation so as atoresaid to be paid, the supreme judicial judicial court 
court, upon the petition of either party, and upon notice to tnree P commis- 
the other party, shall appoint three commissioners, who shall, 8ioner8, 
upon due notice to the parties interested, proceed to deter- 
mine and fix the rate of compensation or toll. And the 
award of said commissioners, or a major part of them, shall 
be binding upon the respective corporations interested therein, 
until they shall have been revised or altered by commissioners 
so appointed as aforesaid ; but no such revision or alteration 
shall be made by such commissioners within one year after 
such decision and award shall have been made ; and thence 
upon and over such streets and highways of the city of 
Boston to such point or points, in said city as may, from 
time to time, be fixed and determined by vote of the mayor 
and aldermen of the said city of Boston, and assented to in 
writing by said corporation : provided, however, that all Prov* 8 ©* 
tracks of said railroad shall be laid at such distances from 
the sidewalks in said cities, as the mayor and aldermen 
thereof respectively, shall, in their orders fixing the routes of 
said railroad, determine to be for the public safety and con- 
venience. The written assent of said corporation to any 
vote or votes of the mayor and aldermen of said cities, and 
of the Hancock Free Bridge Corporation, prescribing, from 
time to time, the routes of said road, shall be filed with the 
respective clerks of said cities and corporations, and shall be 
taken and deemed to be locations thereof ; and said corpora- 
tion shall have power to fix, from time to time, such rates of 
compensation for transporting persons or property, as they 
may think expedient, and shall have all the powers and 
privileges, and be subject to all the duties, liabilities, and 
restrictions, set forth in the forty-fourth chapter of the Re- 
vised Statutes. 

Sect. 2. Said tracks or roads shall be operated and used £o ^° 8 1 e t rated 
by said corporation with horse-power only, and it shall not power only. , 
connect its track with any other railroad on which other 
power is used. The mayor and aldermen of said cities, re- 
spectively, shall have power at all times to make all such 
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regulations as to the rate of speed and mode of use of said 

tracks, as the public convenience and safety may require. 

Corporation to Sect. 3. Said corporation shall maintain and keep in re- 
keep streets in. . * li'i • i 
repair, liable, pair such portion of the streets and bridges, respectively, as 

shall be occupied by their tracks, and shall be liable for any 
loss or injury that any person may sustain by reason of any 
carelessness, neglect or misconduct, of its agents and ser- 
vants in the management, construction, or use, of said tracks, 
r6ads or bridges; and in case any recovery shall be had 
against either of said cities or said bridge corporation by 
reason of such defect or want of repair, said corporation shall 
be" liable to pay to said cities and said bridge corporation, 
respectively, any sums thus recovered against them, together 
with all costs and reasonable expenditures incurred by said 
cities or said bridge corporation, or either of them, in the 
defence of any such suit or suits in which recovery shall be 
had, and shall not incumber any portion of the streets or 
bridges not occupied by the said roads or tracks, 
obstructing Sect. 4. If any person shall wilfully and maliciously ob- 

corporation, struct said corporation in the use of said road or tracks, or 
the passing of the cars or carriages of said corporation 
thereon, such person, and all who shall be aiding or abetting 
therein, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five hun- 
dred dollars, or may be imprisoned in the common jail for a 
period not exceeding three months. If said corporation or 
Penalty if cor- its agents or servants shall wilfully and maliciously obstruct 

poration ob- ° . . . „ J ; •* 

struct. any highway, or the passing ot any carriage over the same, 

such corporation shall be punished by a fine not exceeding 
five hundred dollars. 

capital stock. Sect. 5. The capital stock of said corporation shall not 
exceed three hundred thousand dollars, to be divided into 

^sued a u e nder be snares °f ^ty dollars each. And no shares shall be issued 
par. for a less sum, to be actually paid in on each, than the par 

value of the shares which shall first be issued. 
Real estate. Sect. 6. Said corporation shall have power to purchase 

and hold such real estate within said cities, or either of them, 
as may be convenient or necessary for the purposes and man- 
agement of said road, 
cambri^e Sect. 7. The cities of Boston and Cambridge, may, at any 

may purchase time during the continuance of the charter of said corpora- 
' tion, and after the expiration of ten years from the opening 
of any part of said road for use, purchase of said corporation 
all the franchise, property, rights, and furniture of said cor- 
poration, by paying them therefor such a sum as will reim- 
burse to each person, who may then be a stockholder therein, 
the par value of his stock, together with a net profit of ten 
per cent, per annum from the time of the transfer of said 
stock to him on the books of the corporation, deducting the 
dividends received by said stockholder thereon. 
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Sect. 8. The said road shall be constructed and maintained ^dermen of 
in such form and manner, and upon such grade, and with J^^™ 
such gauge, as the mayor and aldermen of said cities and the grade, etc. 
said bridge corporation, respectively, may, in their votes, fix- 
ing and determining the routes thereof as aforesaid, prescribe 
and direct, and whenever, in the judgment of said railroad 
corporation, it shall be necessary to alter the grade of any 
street so occupied by it, such alteration may be made at the 
sole expense of said corporation, provided the same shall be 
assented to by the mayor and aldermen of said cities respect- 
ively. 

Sect. 9. Nothing in this Act shall be construed to prevent St prevent* 11 
the city authorities of either of said cities, or said bridge J_£f* f ™ m 
corporation from entering upon, and taking up any of the streets, etc. 
public streets or bridges traversed by said railroad for the 
purpose for which they may now lawfully take up the same. 

Sect. 10. This Act shall be void so far as relates to the To devoid, 

unless, etc. 

right to construct said road in either of said cities, unless the 
same shall be accepted by the city councils of said cities re- 
spectively, and unless the same shall be accepted by said cor- 
poration, and ten per cent, of the capital stock thereof paid 
in within two years from the passage of this Act. 

Sect. 11. Said corporation shall be deemed a railroad cor- guj5K a to lon 
poration so far as to be subject to make such annual returns make annual 
to the legislature as are, or may be, prescribed by law, but etc. 
not to the other general provisions of law in relation to 
railroad corporations. 

Sect. 12. The existence of said corporation is hereby Limited to 
limited to a period of fifty years from the passage hereof. 
(May 25, 1853.) 



An Act in addition to an Act to incorporate the Cambridg^Jlailroad 
Company. v 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. That at any time after the expiration of one May remove 
year from the opening for use of the tracks of said railroad rac 8 * 
in any street in which the same may be located, as provided 
by its charter, the mayor and aldermen of the cities of Bos- 
ton and Cambridge, respectively, may by vote of the major 
part thereof, determine as to so much of said track as is 
located within the limits of their respective cities, that the 
same or any part thereof, be discontinued, and thereupon 
the location shall be deemed to be revoked, and the tracks 
of said railroad shall forthwith be taken up and removed 
in conformity with such vote or order of said mayor and 
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aldermen ; provided that such taking up and removal shall 
be at the expense of said railroad company.* 

Sect. 2. The rates of fare upon the said railroad, between 
any two points of the city of Boston, shall never exceed five 
cents for each passenger, unless with the assent of the mayor 
and aldermen of said city. 

Sect. 3. Notice to abutters on streets in which it may be 
proposed to lay the tracks of said corporation shall be given 
by the publication in one or more newspapers published in 
the cities of Boston and Cambridge, of an order of notice 
from the mayor and aldermen of said respective cities, 
fourteen days at least prior to the location of any such tracks. 

Sect. 4. Either of the cities of Boston and Cambridge, if 
it so elect, may purchase, on the .same terms and conditions 
as are mentioned in the seventh section of the Act, to which 
this is in addition, that part of the corporate property of 
this company which relates or lies within its own limits, 
paying therefor a proportional sum to be ascertained by com- 
missioners to be appointed by the supreme judicial court. 

Sect. 5. This Act shall be void and of no effect, unless 
the same shall be accepted by the city council of the cities of 
Boston and Cambridge, respectively, within one year from 
the date thereof. 

Sect. 6. This Act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. (March 31, 1854.) 

Accepted June 19, 1854 (City Itecortls, Vol. H, Page 187). 
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An Act to established a Police Court within the City of Cambridge. 
Be it enacted., etc, as foliates : 

Section 1. A Police Court is hereby established in the 
city of Cambridge, to consist of one competent and discreet 
person to be appointed and commissioned by the governor 
pursuant to the constitution as standing justice. 

Sect. 2. The said Court shall have original and exclusive 
jurisdiction over all crimes, offences, and misdemeanors com- 
mitted within said city of Cambridge, whereof justices of the 
peace now have, or may hereafter have, jurisdiction ; also of 
all suits and actions which may now or at any time hereafter 
be heard, tried, and determined before any justice of the 
peace in the county of Middlesex, whenever all the parties 
shall reside in Cambridge, and service of the writ is had 
on the defendant in said county. The said Court shall have 
original and concurrent jurisdiction with justices of the peace 
in said county of Middlesex, over all crimes, offences, and 
misdemeanors whereof justices of the peace now have or 
hereafter may have jurisdiction ; also of all suits and actions 
within the jurisdiction of any justice of the peace within the 
county of Middlesex. 
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Sect. 3. All warrants issued by the said Court or by any Returns of 

• . • fi ,1 • /-n i*i • ••! »j warrants. 

justice oi the peace in Cambridge, in any criminal suit or 
prosecution shall be made returnable before the said Conrt. 

Sect. 4. No fees shall be allowed to any justice of the no fees 

r .. ji_i_' . i -i v j? «i allowed to 

peace lor any warrant issued by him returnable before said justices of the 
Court, unless it shall appear to the Court that there was just peace * 
and reasonable cause for issuing the warrant. 

Sect. 5. Every justice of the peace in the city of Cam- Justices of the 

* U6&C6 to 1)6 

bridge shall, notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, conservators, 
have and exercise all the powers and duties of conservator e 
of the peace for suppressing all affrays, riots, assaults and 
batteries, and for arresting all persons concerned therein ; 
and all persons so arrested, whether upon a warrant in writ- 
ing or otherwise, shall be brought before the said Court for 
examination to be there dealt with according to law. 

Sect. 6. An appeal shall be allowed from all judgments of aiPoweJ. 
said Police Court in like manner, and to the same extent that 
appeals are now allowed by law from judgments of justices of 
the peace, and the justice of said Police Court shall not be 
of counsel to any party in any cause which may be pending 
in said Court. 

Sect. 7. All fines and forfeitures, and all costs in criminal Fines, etc., 

nOW QlSDOSfHl 

prosecutions, which shall be received by,* or paid into the hands of. 
of, the justice of said Court shall be by him accounted for, and 
paid over to the same persons in the same manner and under 
the same penalties as are by law prescribed in the case of 
justices of the peace. All costs in such prosecutions not thus 
received shall be made up, taxed, certified, and allowed, and 
shall be paid in like manner as is provided by law in cases 
of justices of the peace. 

Sect. 8. The justice of said Court shall receive an annual f^J^ ' 
salary of not less than one thousand dollars, the amount of 
which, if above that sum, shall be determined not of tener than 
once in each year by the concurrent vot$ of the two branches 
of the city council of said city, and said salary shall be paid 
to him in equal quarterly payments out of the treasuiy of 
said city, and shall be in full for all services which he is or 
may hereafter be required or authorized to perform as said 
justice. 

Sect. 9. A Court shall be holden by the standing justice, court, how 
or by the special justice, at some suitable and convenient held? 
place to be provided by the city on eveiy day of the week, 
Sundays and days of public thanksgiving and fast excepted, 
at such hour in the forenoon as said standing justice shall 
by general rule appoint to take cognizance of crimes, offences, 
and misdemeanors, and on one fixed day of the week at ten 
o'clock in the forenoon, and by adjournment so much oftener 
as may be necessary for the entry and trial of civil actions, 
the hearing of motions, and such other civil business as may 
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come before it. And the said standing justice shall, from 
time to time, establish all necessary rules for the orderly and 
uniform conducting of the business of said Court. 

Sect. 10. The justice of said Court shall keep a fair record 
of all proceedings in said Court, and shall make return to 
the several Courts of all legal processes, and of his doings 
therein in the same manner as justices of the peace are 
now by law required to do ; and he shall also annually, in 
the month of December, exhibit to the city council of the said 
city of Cambridge a true and faithful statement of moneys 
received by him as fees. 

Sect. 11. The justice of said Court shall, twice in every 
year on the first day of June, and on. the first day of Decem- 
ber, account for and pay over to the treasurer of the said city 
of Cambridge all fees of every description received by him in 
the course of his judicial proceedings, civil or criminal. 

Sect. 12. The justice of said Court is hereby authorized 
to appoint a clerk of said Police Court to be paid by him, and 
to hold his office during the pleasure of said justice whenever, 
in his discretion, the business of the Court shall require such 
appointment. And the clerk so appointed shall be duly 
sworn to the faithful discharge of the duties of his office, 
and under the direction of the justice shall keep a fair 
record of all the proceedings of said court. 

Sect. 13. The jurisdiction of said police court shall not be 
limited by reason of any interest on the part of the justices 
of said court in the payment of fines and costs into the 
treasury of said city of Cambridge, or of the county of Mid- 
dlesex. 

Sect. 14. There shall be appointed by the governor, by and 
with the advice and consent of the council, one special justice 
of said court, who shall have power, in case of the absence, 
sickness, interest, or other disability of the standing justice 
to issue the processes of said court, to hear and determine 
any matter -or cause pending, and to exercise all the powers 
of the standing justice, until such disability be removed. 
The said special justice shall be paid for the services per- 
formed by him, out of the salary of the standing justice, such 
sum as said standing justice would be entitled to for the same 
services. 

Sect. 15. All suits, actions, and prosecutions, which shall 
be pending within the said city of Cambridge, before any 
justice of the peace, when this Act shall take effect, shall be 
heard and determined as though this Act had not passed. 

Sect. 16. The governor shall have power, by and with 
the advice and consent of the council, to appoint said stand- 
ing and special justice at any time after the passage of this 
Act. 

Sect. 17. This Act shall not take effect unless accepted 
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by the city council of Cambridge within sixty days from its 
passage. (April 19, 1854.) 

Accepted June 7, 1854 (f Hty Records Vol. 11. Pane 167). 



An Act to authorize the County Commissioners of the County of 
Middlesex to alter the highway and bridge between Charlestown 
and Cambridge. 

Be it enacted , etc., as follows: 

Section 1. The county commissioners of the County of SfiSJ^iKi! 
Middlesex are hereby authorized and empowered so to alter 
the highway and bridge between Charlestown and Cam- 
bridge, established by the Act passed April twenty-fourth, in 
the year eighteen hundred and thirty-eight, being chapter 
one hundred and seventy-four of the laws of that year, as to 
afford greater security to the public travel across the several 
railroads crossing said highway or bridge, and greater facili- 
ties for navigation ; provided, the same can be done with Proviso, 
the concurrence, and at the expense, of said railroad corpora- 
tions. 

Sect. 2. The said county commissioners are hereby author- May take 
ized to enter upon and take so mucli of the land of the 
Commonwealth connected with the state prison as may l>e 
necessary for the carrying out of the purposes of this Act : 
provided, however, that the alignment of the road, in front * >r °v l8 °- 
of the state prison premises, shall be improved by running 
in a straight line from a point on the line of the land now or 
late belonging to one Foss, not less than eighty-two feet from 
the south-easterly corner of the new wing of the state prison ; 
and thence running in a south-westerly direction, to such a 
point in the line of the state prison premises, on Austin 
Street, as shall carry the line of the highway at a distance 
of not less than twenty-eight feet from the said corner of 
the new wing of the state prison : that the land between said 
line and the state prison premises shall become the property 
of the Commonwealth for the purposes of the prison ; and 
that the damages which may accrue in consequence of such 
straightening of the highway over and above the value of 
the prison lands, so taken, shall be borne by the Common- 
wealth. 

Sect. 3. All persons injured in their property by said [,£{1^8 m ay 
alteration, shall be entitled to remedies by like course of recover, 
proceeding, and to the same extent as is now provided by 
law for the assessment of damages occasioned by the laying 
out, alteration, or discontinuance of highways. 

Sect. 4. The cities of Cambridge and Charlestown shall Repairs, etc. 
not be required to pay any greater sum toward the mainte- 
nance and repair of said highway and bridge, so altered as 
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aforesaid, than they now are required to pay toward the 
maintenance and repair of said highway and bridge. 

Sect. 5. This Act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. (April 27, 1854.) 
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An Act relating to the Cambridge Cemetery. 

Be it enacted , e£c, as follows: 

Section 1. The city council of Cambridge is hereby 
authorized to elect by joint ballot, in convention, a board of 
six commissioners, two members thereof to be elected each 
and every year, in the month of January, to hold office for 
the term of three years : the mayor of the City of Cambridge 
for the time being, to be chairman of the said board ex officio. 
Said board shall have the sole care, superintendence, and 
management of the Cambridge Cemetery established by said 
city council ; but said board, or any member thereof, after 
having had an opportunity to be heard in his or their defence, 
may be removed at any time, by a concurrent vote of two- 
thirds of each branch of the city council ; and in case of a 
vacancy in said board of commissioners, by death, resigna- 
tion, removal, or otherwise, such vacancy shall be filled by 
the choice of another commissioner, in the manner afore- 
said, who shall hold his office for the remainder of the 
term for which the member in whose place he shall be 
elected would have held the same. Said board may be 
organized by the choice of a secretary from their own 
number, and a majority of said board shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business ; and the term for 
which the several members of the first board of commis- 
sioners to be chosen shall hold their office shall be determined 
as follows : The first election to be made as soon as may 
be after the passage of this Act, and the commissioners so 
chosen to be divided by lot into three classes, the first class 
to remain in office until January, eighteen hundred and 
fifty-six , the second class to remain in office until January, 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, and the third class shall 
remain in office until January, eighteen hundred and fifty- 
eight ; after which first election, two commissioners shall be 
elected during the month of January in every year, and to 
hold office for the term of three years. 

Sect. 2. The said board of commissioners shall lay out 
said cemetery, or such parts thereof as are not already laid 
out, into such lots or subdivisions for burial places as they 
shall think proper ; and the said commissioners shall set 
apart a portion of said cemetery for a public burial place for 
the use of the inhabitants of said city, free of charge there- 
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for. And it shall be the duty of said commissioners, from 
time to time, as appropriations shall be made by the city 
council therefor, to cause all necessary paths and avenues to 
be constructed therein, and to cause said cemetery to be 
planted and embellished with trees, shrubs, flowers, and 
other rural ornaments, as they shall think proper. And said B y- laws 
board may make all necessaiy by-laws and regulations in 
the execution of their trust, not inconsistent with this Act 
and the laws of the Commonwealth, as they shall deem 
expedient. 

Sect. 3. Said board of commissioners shall have authority Deeds of 

. J conveyance, 

to sell to any person or persons the sole and exclusive right etc. 
of burial, and of erecting tombs, cenotaphs, and monuments, 
in any of the designated lots or subdivisions of saia ceme- 
tery, upon such terms and conditions as they shall by their 
rules and regulations prescribe ; but all deeds or conveyances 
of any of such lots shall be made in the name of the city, 
and shall be executed in behalf of the city by the city clerk 
thereof for the time being, when requested to do so by the 
commissioners ; and the proceeds of such sales shall in all 
cases be paid in to the city treasury. 

Sect. 4. The said board of commissioners shall, annually, commission. 
in the month of January, and whenever required by the city annual report, 
council, make and render a report of all their acts, doings 
and proceedings, and of the condition of the* cemetery, and 
an account of the receipts and expenditures for the same. 

Sect. 5. The mayor and aldermen of said city shall notify Act void, 
and warn the legal voters of said city to meet in their re- UDje88 ' e 
spective wards on such day as they shall direct, not exceed- 
ing thirty days from the passage of this Act, for the purpose 
of giving in their written votes upon the question whether 
they will accept the same ; and if a majority of the votes 
given upon said question shall be in the negative, then this 
Act shall be null and void. 

Sect. 6. This Act shall take effect from and after its pas- 
sage. fMarch 13, 1855.) 

Accepted April 2, 1855 {City accords, Vol. II, Page 336). 



An A<:t to authorize the city of Cambridge and the town of Somer- 
ville to fill up Miller's Creek Bridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. The city of Cambridge and the town of May mi up 
Somerville are hereby authorized to fill up and make solid rtge * 
so much of a bridge known as the Miller's Creek Bridge, over 
tide-water, at the westerly end of Bridge Street, between said 
Cambridge and Somerville, as the safety of the public travel 
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Proviso. 



may require ; provided, however, that an aperture of at least 
fifteen feet be left for the ebbing and flowing of the tide. 
Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect from and after its pas- 
* sage. (March 24, 1855.) 
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Boundaries. 



An Act to set off from the town of Watertown certain land, and 
annex the same to the city of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc.) as follows: 

Section 1. That part of the town of Watertown, in the 
county of Middlesex, containing thirty-one and fifty-three 
one-hundredths acres, bounded and described as follows, is 
set off from the town of Watertown and annexed to the city 
of Cambridge to wit : Beginning on the easterly line of 
Coolidge Avenue at the present boundary between Water- 
town and Cambridge ; thence south-westerly along the 
easterly line of said Coolidge Avenue fifteen hundred and 
seventy-three feet to land late of William P. Winchester ; 
thence south-easterly and southerly, and bounded by land 
late of said Winchester, fifteen hundred and seventy feet, 
more or less, to Charles River; thence north-easterly and 
bounded by said Charles River to the present dividing line 
between Watertown and Cambridge ; thence northerly and 
westerly along said dividing line between Watertown and 
Cambridge to said Coolidge Avenue where the description 
commenced. 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect on and after its passage. 
(April 27, 1855.) 
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An Act to incorporate the Union Railway Company. 
Be it enacted^ etc., as follows: 

Section 1. John C. Stiles, Moses M. Rice, and T. Russell 
Jencks, their associates and assigns, are hereby made a corpo- 
ration, by the name of the Union Railway Company, for the 
purpose of leasing the Cambridge Railroad and any other 
connecting road, with all the powers and privileges, and 
subject to all the duties, liabilities and restrictions, set forth 
in the forty-fourth chapter of the Revised Statutes ; and 
they shall be deemed a railroad company so far as to be 
subject to make such annual returns to the legislature as are 
or may be prescribed by law, but not to the other general 
provisions of law relating to railroads. 

Sect. 2. Said company are hereby authorized to contract 
with the Cambridge Company, or any railroad that may enter 
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upon or connect with said Cambridge Railroad, to do and 
perform all the transportation of persons and freight upon 
and over such railroads upon such terms and conditions as 
may be mutually agreed upon by the parties. 

Sect. 3. The mayor and aldermen of the cities of Cam- cities may 
bridge and Boston respectively, shall have power at all times purcha8e » etc * 
to make all such regulations as to the rate of speed and 
manner of running the trains as the public convenience and 
safety may require. 

Sect. 4. The capital stock of said corporation shall not Capital stock, 
exceed two hundred thousand dollars, to be divided into 
shares of one hundred dollars each ; and no share of the cap- no shares to 
ital stock shall be issued for a less sum, to be actually paid in under par. 
on each, than the par of those first issued. Said company Real and 
may hold such real and personal estate as may be necessary estate"* 1 
or convenient for the purposes aforesaid. (May 15, 1855.) 



An Act authorizing the city of Cambridge and the Hancock Free 
Bridge Corporation to make solid the bridge at the junction of 
Harvard Street in said city, with the causeway of said corpora- 
tion. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows: — 

The city of Cambridge and the Hancock Free Bridge Authorized to 
Corporation are hereby authorized and empowered to fill up course and ter 
the creek or water course now crossed by the bridge at the roadway!' 1 
junction of Harvard Street in said city, with the causeway 
of said corporation so as to make, instead of said bridge, a 
solid roadway for the accommodation of the travel upon said 
Harvard Street and said causeway. The south-westerly line Boundaries, 
of said roadway to be upon the south-westerly line of said 
bridge as it now stands, and the north-easterly line of the 
same to commence in the north-easterly line of said bridge 
at the easterly end thereof, and thence to run in a straight 
line to the north-easterly line of Harvard Street, at the point 
where said street enters upon said bridge. (May 15, 1855.) 



An Act in addition to an Act concerning the Cambridge Railroad 
Company. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The bonds authorized to be issued by the Cam- Bonds, when 
bridge Railroad Company may be made payable in twenty- p* 7 * 146, 
five years from their date, and the sum to be paid into the sinking fund, 
sinking fund shall be equal to two per cent, per annum, to 
be paid semi-annually. 
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Sect. 2. All the tracks of the Cambridge Railroad shall 
be laid at such distances from the sidewalk, in the cities of 
Cambridge and Boston, as the mayor and aldermen of said 
cities respectively, by their orders fixing the routes of said 
railroad, determine to be for the public safety and conven- 
ience. 

Sect. 3. This Act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. (May 17, 1855.) 
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An Act to authorize Edmund T. Dana and others to construct dams 
and dikes in Cambridge. 

Section 1. Edmund T. Dana, Martha R. Allston, Sarah 
A. Dana and Edmund T. Hastings, proprietors of marsh 
lands in that part of Cambridge called Cambridgeport, lying 
southerly of the main street or causeway, easterly of Brook- 
line Street, and north-westerly of the Charles River, are 
hereby authorized to construct and maintain for themselves, 
their heirs and assigns forever, dams or dikes, extending 
from the point where the railroad of the Grand Junction 
Railroad and Depot Company strikes the upland denomi- 
nated Pine Grove, to the said causeway, along the marshes 
and across the coves or creeks which intersect the same, so 
as to exclude from the marsh lands which lie between the 
said causeway, the said railroad, and the said upland, 
the tide-water of the said river; provided, however, that 
such dikes or dams shall not be at any point easterly 
of said railroad; and provided, also, that no part of said 
dikes or dams shall be built upon the five rods of land 
located over by the said railroad and depot company, with- 
out the consent of said company being first obtained ; and 
provided, also, that proper sluiceways shall be made and 
maintained for the drainage of all the lands so enclosed, 
and that the main drains of the city of Cambridge, which 
do or shall intersect said marshes, shall be furnished with 
suitable sluiceways, under the direction of the mayor and 
aldermen of said city, and agreeably to the general laws of 
this" Commonwealth concerning drains and sewers. 

Sect. 2. The said Edmund T. Dana, Martha R. Allston, 
Sarah A. Dana, and Edmund T. Hastings, may enter upon 
and take for the purposes aforesaid any lands and flats 
necessary therefor, and within the limits aforesaid, and not 
more than three rods in width. 

Sect. 3. The damages, if any, sustained by any person or 
persons, by reason of such taking and construction, shalLbe 
ascertained and settled in the manner provided by law for 
the ascertainment and settlement of damages in the laying 
out and construction of railroads. 
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Sect. 4. This Act shall be inoperative unless such dams Act void, 
or dikes be constructed within two years from the passage 
hereof. 

Sect. 5. This Act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. (May 19, 1855.) 



An Act to incorporate the Cambridgeport Railroad Company. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Section 1. Hiram Brooks, Josiah Bun-age, Jr., James C. Corporators. 
Fiske, their associates and successors, are hereby made a 
corporation by the name of the Cambridgeport Railroad 
Company, with all the powers, privileges, duties, liabilities, Powers ana 
and restrictions, set forth in any and all statutes which have duties * 
been or shall be passed relating to railroad corporations. 

Sect. 2. Said company may construct a railroad from some Location, 
convenient point near the crossing of the railroad of the 
Grand Junction Railroad and Depot Company and the street 
in Cambridge called Broadway ; thence south-easterly along 
Broadway to the causeway of the Hancock Free Bridge 
Corporation : thence along the lands lying northerly of said 
causeway to the easterly end of Mason's Wharf, so called ; 
thence across said causeway ; thence westerly along the 
lands lying southerly of said causeway to said railroad of 
the Grand Junction Railroad and Depot Company, uniting 
therewith, by proper means, at both extremities of the rail- 
road hereby authorized. 

Sect. 3. The capital stock of this corporation shall consist capital stock, 
of not more than two hundred and fifty shares, the number 
whereof shall be determined from time to time by the 
directors thereof ; and no assessments shall be laid thereon 
of greater amount in the whole than one hundred dollars on 
each share. 

Sect. 4. Said corporation may take, purchase, and hold Jjjgt© 11 ^ real 
such real estate, and may purchase and hold such horses, 
cars, and other chattels, as may be necessary for the use of 
said railroad, and for the puiposes of transportation ; pro- Proviso 
vided, however, that no lands on either side of said causeway 
shall be taken without the consent of the owners thereof, 
and that said railroad shall not be constructed across said 
causeway without the consent of the directors of the Han- 
cock Free Bridge Corporation, and of the directors of the 
Cambridge Railroad Company ; and the directors of said 
bridge corporation are hereby authorized to release to the 
company hereby established a right of way over any lands 
lying on either side of said causeway, and within the limits 
aforesaid, to which said bridge company has, or may be sup- 
posed to have, any claim. 
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Sect. 5. No other power shall be employed upon said 
railroad but horse-power ; and, in other respects, its use along 
said Broadway and across said causeway, shall be under the 
control of the mayor and aldermen of Cambridge and the 
directors of the Hancock Free Bridge Corporation, respec- 
tively. 

Sect. 6. If the location of said railroad be not filed ac- 
cording to law in one year, and if said railroad be not 
completed within three years from the passage of this Act, 
then no more land shall be taken as aforesaid, nor shall any 
further part of said railroad be constructed over land thereto- 
fore taken. (May 19, 1855.) 
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An Act in further addition to " An Act to establish the City of 
Cambridge. " 

Be it enacted, etc., as folloivs : — 

Section 1. The city council is hereby authorized to elect, 
by joint ballot in convention, three * persons to be assessors, 
one from each ward, who shall hold their offices for the term 
of three years, and until their successors are chosen and 
qualified ; and such number of assistant assessors as the city 
council may from time to time determine, who shall hold 
their offices for the term of one year. 

Sect. 2. At the first election under this Act, which shall 
be in January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-seven, three assessors shall be chosen, and the term of 
their office shall be determined by lot by the mayor and 
aldermen: one of the assessors so chosen, shall remain in 
office until January, one thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
eight ; the second shall remain in office until January, one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-nine ; and the third shall 
remain in office until January, one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty ; after which first election, one assessor shall be 
elected during the month of January in each year, who shall 
hold his office for the term of three years. 

Sect. 3. Whenever a vacancy shall exist in the board of 
assessors or assistant-assessors, by neglect or refusal to serve, 
by death, resignation, or any other cause, the city council, 
shall, in like manner, fill the same as soon as may be after 
knowledge of the existence of such vacancy. 

Sect. 4. The city council shall also, in the month of 
January, annually, in convention, fill all vacancies that may 
exist in the board of overseers of the poor or school com- 
mittee, by reason of a failure to elect by the inhabitants at 
their annual meeting. The candidates for filling such vacan- 
cies shall be determined in the manner provided in the 
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constitution of the Commonwealth for filling vacancies in 
the State senate. All subsequent vacancies in either of said 
boards of officers, arising from a neglect or refusal to serve, 
by death, resignation, or any other cause, may be filled by 
the city council, in like manner, from the citizens at large. 

Sect. 5. All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent with the nicoMistent 
provisions of this Act, are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 6. This Act shall be void, unless the inhabitants of £nieM ld * 
the said city of Cambridge, at a legal meeting called for that accepted, 
purpose, shall, by a majority of the voters present and voting 
thereon by ballot, determine to adopt the same. (April 15, 
1856.) 

Rejected Inj the people June 11, 1856 {City Records, Vol. /, Page 111). 



An Act altering the Boundary Line between the towns of Cam- 
bridge and Somerville, and annexing portions of each to the 
other. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The dividing lines between the towns of Cam- S^eaSed. 
bridge and Somerville shall hereafter be as follows : Begin- 
ning in Milk Row (so called), at a point being twenty feet 
and eight inches distant from the point on Milk Row, where 
the land of Anna Hunnewell is divided from the land of 
Benjamin Rand, and thence running in a north-easterly 
direction, along the boundary line of said estates, there 
measuring from Milk Row two hundred and twenty-two feet 
and four inches, then turning at a right angle and running 
north-westerly along the west side of a court until it strikes 
Cottage Street (so called), there measuring two hundred 
and ninety-six feet and six inches ; then turning and running 
along the southerly side of said Cottage Street, in a direction 
north of west, until it reaches Elm Street (so called), there 
measuring three hundred and eight feet, until it intersects, 
on the westerly side of Elm Street, the line heretofore estab- 
lished between the said towns. 

Sect. 2. All the territory and persons which are situated annexed to 8ide 
on the northerly side of the above-described line, are hereby Cambridge, 
set off from the said Somerville, and are annexed to said 
Cambridge ; and all the territory and persons which are a2Sexed y to 8ld6 
situated on the southerly side of the described line, are somerville. 
hereby set off from said Cambridge and annexed to said 
Somerville. 

Sect 3. All taxes heretofore assessed upon the said terri- Taxes - 
tories, and upon the persons resident thereon, shall be col- 
lected in the same manner as if this Act had not been 
passed. (April 30, 1856.) 
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An Act concerning the Cambridge Water Works. 
Be %t enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The Cambridge Water Works are hereby- 
authorized for the purpose of furnishing the inhabitants of 
Cambridge with a supply of soft water, to raise the waters 
of Fresh Pond by steam power, into a receiving reservoir, 
and conducting the same by pipes from thence through the 
city of Cambridge ; provided, however, that they shall not, 
at any time, draw the waters of said pond, or of Spy and 
Little Ponds, below low-water mark of said ponds. 

Sect. 2. Said Cambridge Water Works may construct a 
dam at the outlet of Fresh Pond, and at some convenient 
place near the Concord Avenue, and also a dam on the outlets 
of Spy and Little Ponds, at some convenient place on the 
same near the place where- said streams pass under the Lex- 
ington Branch Railroad ; provided, however, that they shall 
not, at any time, raise the waters of Fresh, Spy, or Little 
Ponds by means of said dams, so that they shall rise above 
high-water mark of said ponds. 

Sect. 3. A commissioner shall be nominated hy the 
governor and council, on application of said Cambridge 
Water Works, or of any party in interest, who shall at the 
cost and expense of said water works, after notice to all 
parties in interest, ascertain the points between which the 
waters of said ponds and said brooks rise and fall, and shall, 
erect permanent monuments showing the same, and shall 
make a full report of all his doings to the governor and 
council. 

Sect. 4. The said Cambridge Water Works may lay pipes, 
build and maintain aqueducts and reservoirs for conducting, 
holding, and distributing water, may erect and maintain 
engine-houses, and may construct and maintain any other 
works necessary for the carrying on the purposes for which 
they are chartered. 

Sect. 5. For the purposes aforesaid, the Cambridge 
Water Works may take, hold, and convey, land, water, and 
water rights ; provided, however, that before entering upon 
the lands and water rights, or taking any water of any person 
or corporation, they shall file their petition before the 
supreme judicial court for the county of Suffolk, praying for 
the appointment of three commissioners to assess the damages, 
if any, caused by taking land, water, or water rights ; and 
such commissioners shall have full power, after due notice 
to each party, to assess the damages if any, which shall be 
paid by said Cambridge Water Works, and their determina- 
tion, or that of the major part of them, being returned into 
and accepted by said court, shall be final and binding upon 
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both parties, and judgment shall be rendered thereon, unless 
one of the said parties shall claim a trial by jury as is herein- 
after provided. 

Sect. 6. In case either party shall claim a jury trial, as Either party 
provided in the last section, such party may, at the term at byjury. m ra 
which such award is accepted, or the next term thereafter, 
claim, in writing, a trial at the bar of said court, and have a 
jury to hear and determine all questions of fact relating to 
such damages, and to assess the amount thereof ; and in case 
a greater sum is not awarded than that allowed by said costs, 
commissioners, such party shall pay the costs in the petition, 
and the verdict of such jury being accepted and recorded by verdict to be 
said court, shall be final and conclusive, and judgment shall 
be rendered thereon. 

Sect. 7. Whenever judgment shall have been rendered for judgment t<> 
any damages assessed as before provided, the said Cambridge before 8lie< 
Water Works shall thereupon pay to the clerk of the court facial etc" p ° n 
the amount of said judgment, with interest thereupon, to- 
gether with the costs of court taxed by the clerk, which sum 
shall be in full satisfaction of said judgment ; and until it is 
satisfied, as aforesaid, said Cambridge Water Works shall 
have no right to enter upon said land, water, or water rights. 

Sect. 8. The said Cambridge Water Works shall keep Fishway to be 
open a good and sufficient way for the passage of the fish keptopen * 
that usually go up into Fresh, Spy, and Little Ponds, in their 
usual and proper season in the year, between the first day of 
March and last day of June, inclusive ; provided, such fish- Proviso, 
way need not be kept open in the spring of the year, before 
the persons having a right of fishing in said streams, or some 
one of them, shall have notified the water works to open 
them. And said water works if they do not comply with 
the provisions of this section, shall forfeit and pay the sum penalty, 
of five hundred dollars for each and every day during which 
they shall wilfully neglect to comply therewith, to be re- 
covered in any action of tort, to the use of any person or 
persons who shall suffer therefrom, who shall sue for the 
same in any court of competent jurisdiction. 

Sect. 9. The occupant of any tenement shall be liable Liability for 
for the payment of the price or rent for the use of the water 
in such tenement, and the owner thereof shall be also liable 
if, on being notified of such use, he does not object thereto : 
and if any person or persons shall use any of said water, 
raised as aforesaid in the city of Cambridge, without the 
consent of said water works, an action of tort may be 
maintained against him for the recovery of damages therefor. 

Sect. 10. If any person or persons shall wantonly or Penalty for 
maliciously divert the water or any part thereof, of any of water, efL 
the ponds, streams, or water sources which shall be used by 
the Cambridge Water Works pursuant to the provisions of 
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this Act, or shall corrupt the same, or render* it impure, or 
destroy or injure any dam, reservoir, pipe, hydrant, build- 
ing, machinery, or other property held, owned, or used by 
said Cambridge Water Works, by the authority and for the 
purposes for which they are chartered, every such person or 
persons shall forfeit and pay to said water works three times 
the amount of the damages that shall be assessed therefor, to 
be recovered by any proper action ; and every such person or 
persons may, moreover, on indictment and conviction of either 
of the wanton or malicious acts aforesaid, be punished by fine 
not exceeding five hundred dollars, and imprisonment not 
Proviso. exceeding three months ; provided, that nothing in this sec- 

tion contained shall be construed to prevent the abutters on 
said pond from entering upon said pond during the winter 
season, for the purpose of cutting ice, with men and horses, 
and the proper implements for preparing and cutting the said 
ice, and securing the same in the manner heretofore practised. 
A ff* n d* * ndin Sect. 11. Nothing in this Act contained shall be con- 
sults, strued to effect, in any manner, the rights of any party or 
parties to any suit or proceeding in law or equity now 
pending, 
to take^ffec^ Sect. 12. This Act shall not take effect unless the legal 
voters of the city of Cambridge, at a meeting notified for that 
purpose, at least thirty days before the day appointed for 
such meeting, shall, by a majority of the votes cast at such 
meeting, agree to accept the same. (June 6, 1856.) 

Accepted by the people November 4, 1856 {City Hecorris, Vol. /, Page 196). 



An Act in further addition to " An Act to establish the city of 
Cambridge." 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

assessors?* Section 1. The qualified voters of the city of Cambiidge, 

at their annual meeting for the election of municipal office rs 
first to be held after the passage of this Act, shall elect three 
persons to be assessors; and the person who receives the 
highest number of votes, or in case two or more persons receive 
an equal number of votes, the person who is senior by age, shall 
hold the office for three vears, and until another is chosen and 
qualifies in his stead ; and the person who receives the next 
highest number of votes, or is senior by age, in the con- 
ji tingency aforesaid, shall hold the office for two years, and 

until another is chosen and qualified in his stead ; and the 
other person shall hold the office for one year, and until 
another is chosen and qualified in his stead; and at every 
subsequent election one person shall be chosen to be an 
assessor for three years and until another is chosen and 
qualified in his stead; and the persons thus chosen as- 
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sessors, shall constitute the board of assessors, and shall 
exercise the powers and be subject to the duties and liabili- 
ties of assessors of towns. The qualified voters shall at the 
same time, and, in like manner, elect such number of as- 
sistant assessors as the city council may from time to time 
determine ; and such assistant assessors shall hold their Assistant 

/v» j» a , p . assessors. 

omces tor the term ot one year. 

Sect. 2. The city council shall in the month of gK^Sh? 1110 
January, annually, in convention, and by joint ballot, fill all vacancies, 
vacancies that may exist in the overseers of the poor, or in 
the assessors or assistant assessors, by reason of a failure 
to elect by the inhabitants at their annual meeting. The 
candidates for filling such vacancies shall be determined in 
the manner provided in the constitution of the Common- 
wealth for filling vacancies in the State senate. All vacan- 
cies in either of said boards of officers, arising from any 
other cause, may be filled by the city council in like manner, 
from the citizens at large. 

Sect. 3. The qualified voters of the city at the annual school 

A " committee. 

meeting shall choose ten persons for a school committee, 
three of whom shall be residents of ward numbered one, 
four of ward numbered two, and three of ward numbered 
three ; but whenever the number of wards shall be increased 
to four, there shall be chosen two from each ward, and two 
at large ; and whenever a greater number of wards shall be 
constituted, there shall be chosen two from each ward. 

Sect. 4. In addition to the election of officers in the city council to 
month of January, provided for in the Act, in addition to subordinate 

officers etc. 

"An Act to establish the city of Cambridge," approved 
April fourteenth, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-three, 
the city council, shall in the month of January, annually, in 
convention and by joint ballot, elect all subordinate officers 
who are not chosen by the inhabitants, or appointed by the 
mayor and aldermen ; and the doings of the city council in 
the election of such subordinate officers, for the years one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-five, one thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-six, and one thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-seven, are hereby confirmed, and shall be as valid and farmed, 
effectual as if the elections had been made in accordance 
with the provisions of the Acts to which this Act is in 
addition. 

Sect. 5. Whenever it shall appear to the mayor and ^n^o&ce'r 
aldermen that there is a vacancy in any of the ward offices, 
it shall be their duty to issue their warrant in due form to 
fill all such vacancies, at such time and place as they may 
deem advisable ; and the same proceedings shall be had, and 
adjournments, if necessary, as are prescribed for the election 
of such officers at the annual meeting. 

Sect. 6. In case of the absence of any ward officer at 



Leers. 
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any meeting, such officer may be chosen pro tempore, and 
shall have all the powers and be subject to all the duties of 
the regular officer at such meeting. 

Sect. 7. It shall be the duty of the warden to preside at 
all ward meetings, with the powers of moderators of town 
meetings. # In case of his absence, the clerk, and in case of 
the absence of the clerk, any inspector shall preside accord- 
ing to seniority, until a warden shall be chosen as above 
provided. 

Sect. 8. The boundaries of several wards, and the 
number of members of the common council which each shall 
be entitled to elect, shall continue the same as at present 
established until the month of October in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty-seven, at which time and 
every fifth year thereafter, the city council shall revise the 
boundaries of the wards, and may increase the number 
thereof and apportion the members of the common council 
to the several wards, in accordance with the provisions of 
the Act to which this Act is in further addition ; provided, 
however, that the whole number of wards in the city shall 
not exceed five. 

Sect. 9. Whenever the number of wards shall be in- 
creased as provided in the preceding section, the number of 
aldermen shall be increased proportionally, and the inhabi- 
tants shall be entitled to elect annually a number of alder- 
men equal to twice the number of wards in the city. 

Sect. 10. All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent with 
the provisions of this Act are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 11. This Act shall.be void, unless the inhabitants 
of the city of Cambridge, at a legal meeting called for that 
purpose, shall, by a majority of the voters present and vot- 
ing thereon by ballot, determine to adopt the same, within 
six months after its passage. (April 22, 1857.) 

Adopted by the people May 1, 1857 (( 'ity Records, Vol. I, Page 323). 



An Act authorizing the Hancock Free Bridge Corporation to sur- 
render the West Boston and Canal Bridges to the city of Cam- 
bridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 
Hancock Free Section 1. Whenever the Hancock Free Bridge Corpo- 
Corporation ration shall have received from tolls, under the authority of 

shall D8v 

$100,000 to city the Act of eighteen hundred and forty-six, chapter one hun- 
wnenever, etc. dred and forty-six, and the Acts in addition thereto, the 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars, over and above all 
the sums expended or to be expended by said corporation in 
rebuilding, repairing, and maintaining the two bridges over 
Charles River between Boston and Cambridge, and upon the 
roads leading to said bridges, and upon the road leading from 
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Cambridge to Watertown, or for other purposes under the 
authority of said Acts, or any of them, or of this Act, the said 
corporation is hereby authorized to transfer and pay over the 
said sum of one hundred thousand dollars to the city of 
Cambridge ; provided, said city shall determine to accept this Proviso. 
Act, and shall give the bond hereinafter prescribed. 

Sect. 2. The city of Cambridge is hereby authorized, ^confroi? 1116 
upon the terms and conditions in this Act contained, to as- etc - 
sume the exclusive ownership and control and charge of the 
bridges named in the first section of this Act. 

Sect. 3. If the city of Cambridge shall determine to city snail give 
assume the ownership, control, and charge of said bridges, 
said city shall give its bond, executed by the mayor of said 
city in its name and behalf, to the Commonwealth, the form 
and substance thereof to be approved by the attorney- 
general, with condition that said city shall maintain said 
bridges as public avenues forever, and perform all the duties 
in relation to said bridges forever, that said Hancock Free 
Bridge Corporation is by law bound to perform while said 
bridges are held by said corporation. 

Sect. 4. Upon the giving of the bond prescribed in the city to receive 
preceding section, the said city is hereby authorized to receive giving bond, 
from said Hancock Free Bridge Corporation the said sum of 
one hundred thousand dollars ; and upon the payment of 
that sum to said city, by said corporation, the said sum and 
said bridges shall be deemed, and are hereby declared to be, 
the sole and absolute property of said city. 

Sect. 5. If said Hancock Free Bridge Corporation shall JjglJ^jftJ} ** 
neglect, for the period of ten days after having obtained said city, if, etc. 
sum of one hundred thousand dollars, as set forth in the first 
section of this Act, and after being notified that said bond 
has been given to the Commonwealth, to pay over to said 
city the said sum of one hundred thousand dollars, the said 
. bond shall be returned to said city. 

Sect. 6. The bonds of the Cambridge Railroad Com- Transfer of 

o uonds • 

pany, which the Hancock Free Bridge Corporation were, by 
Act of February twenty-first, eighteen hundred and fifty-five, 
section nine, required to receive in satisfaction of compen- 
sation or tolls, shall be transferred by said Hancock Free 
Bridge Corporation to said city of Cambridge, and received 
by said city as part of said sum }f one hundred thousand 
dollars ; said bonds to be taken, in estimating the value of 
the same, at their par value, with all interest that shall re- 
main unpaid on the same, computed to the day of transfer. 

Sect. 7. After the city of Cambridge shall have assumed £ 1 £^ llable, 
said bridges, said city shall be liable for damages that may 
be incurred by reason of any defect in said bridges, or either 
of them, in the same manner and to the same extent as towns 
and cities are now liable for defects in town ways. 
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Sect. 8. The management and control of said fund of 
one hundred thousand dollars shall be exercised by the city 
council of the city of Cambridge. 

Sect. 9. By the term >" bridges," as used in the preced- 
ing sections of this Act, is intended the structures extending 
across said Charles River, between Boston and Cambridge, 
and so much of the ways leading to the same as lie between 
the eastern termini of the ways belonging to the city of 
Cambridge and the western termini of ways belonging to the 
city of Boston. 

Sect. 10. The city council of the city of Cambridge is 
hereby authorized to lay out as a public highway, so much 
of the turnpike road established by the Act of June twelfth, 
eighteen hundred and twenty-four, entitled " An Act to 
authorize the proprietors of West Boston Bridge to establish 
a turnpike road from Cambridge to Watertown," within the 
limits of said city, as crosses navigable waters ; and the said 
city is hereby authorized and required to maintain the same, 
with the bridge and drawer thereof, in the same manner as 
other highways within said city. 

Sect. 11. This Act shall be of no effect unless the in- 
habitants of said city of Cambridge, qualified to vote in city 
affairs shall' accept the same at meetings held in the various 
wards of said city, in the months of June or July, in the year 
eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, said meetings to be called 
by the mayor and aldermen, and warned at least seven days 
before the day when said meetings are to be held. And in 
case it shall be accepted, it shall be the duty of the mayor of 
Cambridge to notify the governor thereof, in writing im- 
mediately. 

Sect. 12. The Hancock Free Bridge Corporation, in con- 
sideration of the passage of this Act, is hereby authorized 
and required to pay, out of its funds accruing from tolls, 
to the town of Watertown, the sum of five thousand five 
hundred dollars; provided, the said town shall vote to ac- 
cept the same at a legal town meeting to be held within 
thirty days after this Act shall have been accepted by the 
city of Cambridge ; and upon the payment of said sum, or if 
said town shall refuse or neglect for the time aforesaid to 
vote to accept said sum, the Hancock Free Bridge Corpora- 
tion shall be exempted from all obligation to maintain so 
much of the turnpike road established under the Act of June 
twelfth, eighteen hundred and twenty-four, entitled " An 
Act to authorize the proprietors of West Boston Bridge to 
establish a turnpike Toad from Cambridge to Watertown," as 
lies within the limits of Watertown, including the bridges 
and draws thereof ; and said town is authorized to maintain 
so much of said bridges and the draws thereof, lying within 
the limits of said town, as cross navigable waters. 



SPECIAL LAWS. 73 

Sect. 13. The Hancock Free Bridge Corporation, in con- Brighton to 
sideration of the passage of this Act, is hereby authorized and r '' 

required to pay, out of its funds accruing from tolls, to the 
town of Brighton, the sum of six thousand five hundred dol- Proviso, 
lars, provided, the said town shall vote to accept the same, 
at a legal town meeting to be held within thirty days after 
this Act shall have been accepted by the city of Cambridge ; 
and upon the payment of said sum, or if said town shall re- 
fuse or neglect for the time aforesaid to vote to accept said corporation 

itt it^ t^-i r^ • ini exempted 

sum, the Hancock r ree Bridge Corporation shall be ex- from 
empted from all obligation to maintain so much of the turn- ma n a n ng * 
pike road established under the Act of June twelfth, eighteen 
hundred and twenty-four, entitled " An Act to authorize the 
proprietors of West Boston Bridge to establish a turnpike 
road from Cambridge to Wate^town, ,, as lies within the limits 
of Brighton, including the bridges and draws thereof ; and 
said town is authorized to maintain so much of said bridges 
and the draws thereof, lying within the limits of said town, 
as cross navigable waters. (May 30, 1857.) 

Accepted by the people June 15, 1857 {City Records^ Vol. /, Page 351). 



An Act to authorize Edmund T. Dana and others to construct dams 
and dikes in Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. Edmund T. Dana, Martha R. Allston, Sarah owners of 
A. Dana, and Edmund T. Hastings, proprietors of marsh construct" 
lands in Cambridge, lying between the Main Street or cause- dike9 ' etv ' 
way on the north, the south-eastern line of the location of the ° un ary,e 
Grand Junction Railroad and Depot Company on the south- 
east, the upland denominated Pine Grove, on the south, and 
Brookline Street on the west, are hereby authorized to con- 
struct and maintain for themselves, their heirs and assigns, 
forever, dams or dikes extending from the said upland to the 
said causeway, along the marshes and across the coves or 
creeks which intersect the same, so as to exelude from said 
marshes the tide-waters of Charles River; provided, how- p rov iso. 
ever, that no part of said dikes or dams shall be built upon 
said location without the consent of the said company by a 
vote of the directors thereof : and, provided, also, that proper proviso, 
sluiceways shall ■ be made and forever maintained for the 
drainage of ell the lands so inclosed, and that the main drains 
of the city of Cambridge which do or shall intersect said 
marshes, shall be furnished with suitable sluiceways, under 
the direction of the mayor and aldermen of said city, and 
agreeably to the laws of this Commonwealth concerning 
drains and sewers ; and, provided, moreover, that this grant Proviso, 
shall in no wise impair the legal rights of any person or 
corporation. 
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Sect. 2. This Act shall be inoperative unless sucli dams 
or dikes be constructed within two years from the passage 
thereof. 

Sect. 3. This Act shall take effect from and after its pas- 
sage. (March 27, 1858.) 
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An Act concerning drains and sewers in the City of Cambridge. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The city council of the city of Cambridge 
may lay, make, and maintain in the said city all such main 
drains or common sewers, through the lands of any persons 
or corporations, as they shall adjudge to be necessary for the 
public convenience or the public health, and may repair all 
such main drains or common sewers, from time to time, when- 
ever repairs thereof shull be necessary. 

Sect. 2. Whenever any lands or real estate shall be 
taken by virtue of this Act, the said city council shall proceed 
in the taking thereof in the same manner in all respects as 
they now are or hereafter may be required by law to proceed 
in taking land for public highways or streets ; and all persons 
and corporations suffering damage in their property by reason 
of the laying, making, or maintaining of any main drain or 
common sewer, as aforesaid, shall have all the rights and 
remedies, for the ascertainment and the recoveiy of the 
amount of such damage, which are now or hereafter may be 
provided by law for the ascertainment and recovery of dam- 
ages for lands taken in said city of Cambridge for public 
highways or streets. 

Sect. 3. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(March 31, 1859.) 
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An Act to authorize the city of Cambridge to fill up a portion of a 
creek in said citv. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. The city of Cambridge is hereby authorized 
to fiH*and make solid that portion of the creek leading from 
broad canal to south canal, which lies within the limits of 
Broadway in said city ; provided, that said city of Cambridge 
shall construct and forever maintain a good and sufficient 
culvert under said street, for the drainage of the lands lying 
between Broadway and Harvard Street. 
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Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect from and after its 
passage. (Approved Feb. 2, 1860.) 



<Ln Act in addition to an Act, entitled " An Act to authorize Edmund 
T.Dana and others to construct dams and dikes in Cambridge." 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The time within which Edmund T. Dana and others were Time 
authorized by chapter one hundred and forty-seven of the 
Acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, 
to construct dams and dikes in Cambridge, is hereby ex- 
tended one year. (Approved Feb. 24, 1860.) 



extended. 



An Act to regulate the transportation of gunpowder within and 
through the city of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. The city council of the city of Cambridge citv council to 
are hereby authorized to make and establish by-laws and regulations, 
ordinances, from time to time, relative to the times and 
places at which gunpowder may be brought to or carried 
from said city, by land or by water ; the times when and the 
manner in which the same may be transported through said 
city ; to direct and regulate the kind of carriages, .boats, 
and other vehicles, in which the same may be so brought to, 
carried from, and transported through said city ; to direct and 
require all such precautions as may appear to them needful 
and salutary to guard against danger in the transportation 
thereof to, from, and through said city ; and to annex to such penalties, 
by-laws and ordinances suitable penalties, not exceeding one 
hundred dollars, for any one breach thereof. 

Sect. 2. It shall be the duty of the city council of said Publication of 
city to cause all such by-laws and ordinances, as they may ordinlnceT. 
make and establish, by virtue of the authority given by this 
Act, to be published in two or more newspapers printed in 
the county of Middlesex, two weeks successively, for the in- 
formation and government of all persons concerned. 

Sect. 3. This Act shall take effect from its passage, and Repeal, 
all Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent herewith are hereby 
repealed. (Approved March 26, 1860.) 
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An Act to authorize the Cambridge Water Works to purchase the 
property and franchise of the Cambridge port Aqueduct Company. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. The Cambridge Water Works are hereby 
authorized and empowered to jttirchase of the Cambridgeport 
Aqueduct Company all their corporate property, both real 
and personal, together with the franchise thereof, and the 
Cambridgeport Aqueduct Company are hereby authorized 
and empowered to sell and transfer all their corporate prop- 
erty, with the franchise thereof, to the said Cambridge Water 
Works ; and when said property shall have been purchased 
and transferred as aforesaid, all the rights, powers, and privi- 
leges conferred upon the Cambridgeport Aqueduct Company 
by their act of incorporation, with all the duties, restrictions, 
and liabilities imposed by said Act, shall be vested in the 
Cambridge Water Works, as fully and as legally as they now 
are hi the Cambridgeport Aqueduct Company. 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(Approved Jan. 31, 1861.) 
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An Act in addition to an Act to authorize Edmund T. Dana and 
others to construct clams and dikes in Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

The time within which Edmund T. Dana and others were 
authorized by chapter one hundred and forty-seven, of the 
Acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, 
to construct dams and dikes in Cambridge, is hereby ex- 
tended to September, in the year one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty -two. (Approved March 28, 1861.) 



Cambridge 
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established. 



I 
An Act to establish the boundary line between the city of Cambridge 
and the towns of West Cambridge and Belmont. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. The dividing line between the city of Cam- 
bridge and the town of Belmont is hereby altered, and es- 
tablished as follows, to wit : Beginning at the outlet of 
Fresh Pond, in Alewife Brook, thence following said brook 
to a point therein, which point is distant from said outlet 
about four hundred and ninety feet in a straight line, run 
as the magnet needle now points, north, six degrees and 
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thirty minutes west; thence following the new channel of 
said brook, north, seven degrees and forty minutes east, one 
thousand seven hundred and nineteen feet : thence following 
said new channel, north, ten degrees and fifteen minutes east, 
five hundred and eighty-one feet ; thence following said new 
channel, north, thirty-four degrees and seventeen minutes 
east, four hundred and seventy-eight feet ; thence following 
said new channel, north, twenty-eight degrees and twenty- 
four minutes east, about three hundred and thirty-nine feet : 
to the easterly side of the Lexington and West Cambridge 
Branch Railroad ; thence north-westerly about one hundred . 
and thirty feet, to the junction of Little River with said Ale- 
wife Brook, at the present boundary line between West Cam- 
bridge and Belmont. That part of Cambridge which lies 
westerly and north-westerly of the above-described line, is Annexation of 

-11 iiinii pt^i parts of each 

hereby annexed and shall belong to the town or Belmont ; to other, 
and that pait of Belmont which lies easterly and south-east- 
erly of the above-described line is hereby annexed and shall 
belong to the city of Cambridge. 

Sect. 2. The dividing line between the city of Cam- 
bridge and town of West Cambridge, is hereby altered, and and wesf e 
established as follows, to wit ; beginning at a point in the ijn^etwwn 
new channel of Alewife Brook on the easterly side of the established. ' 
Lexington and West Cambridge Branch Railroad, which 
point is the north-easterly bound of the town of Belmont, as 
established by the preceding section ; thence north, twenty- 
eight degrees and twenty-four minutes east, about one 
hundred and seventy-five feet to a point in the new channel 
of said brook ; thence north, fifty-five degrees and forty-two 
minutes east, five hundred and ninety-eight feet to a point 
in said new channel ; thence north forty-seven degrees and 
twenty minutes east, three hundred and sixty-nine feet to a 
point in said brook ; thence north, seventy-one degrees and 
thirty-nine minutes east, three hundred and fifty-nine feet to 
a point in said brook : thence following said brook, south, 
eighty-two degrees and thirty-nine minutes east, four hundred 
and thirty-six feet to a point in said brook ; thence following 
said new channel north, sixty-five degrees and forty-one 
minutes east, five hundred feet to the south-westerly line Annexation of 
of* North Avenue , thence following said brook in the most Sfothcr. eac 
direct channel, to the point where the dividing line between" 
Cambridge and Somerville intersects the boundary line 
between West Cambridge and Somerville. That part of 
Cambridge which lies north-westerly and northerly of the 
above-described line, is hereby annexed and shall belong to 
the town of West Cambridge ; and that part of West Cam- 
bridge which lies south-easterly and southerly of the above- 
descril>ed line is hereby annexed and shall belong to the city 
of Cambridge. 
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Sect. 3. Nothing contained in this Act shall affect the 
rights and privileges of the inhabitants of said city of Cam- 
bridge and said towns of Belmont and West Cambridge, in 
said Alewife Brook, and their regulation and control of the 
fisheries therein. 

Sect. 4. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(Approved Feb. 25, 1862.) 



An Act in relation to the rebuilding and future support of " Cam- 
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bridge Great Bridge." 



Be it enacted, etc, as follows: — 

Section. 1. The city of Cambridge, and the inhabitants of 
the town of Brighton, are hereby authorized and required to 
rebuild the " Great Bridge " over Charles River, between the 
city of Cambridge and the town of Brighton, in a substantial 
and proper manner, the same to be made of the width of 
twenty-eight feet, with a draw in the centre thereof, at an 
equal distance from each abutment, of not less than thirty- 
two feet in width, and with the necessary and proper draw- 
piers, one above and one below said bridge. The expense 
incurred in such rebuilding of the bridge and piers shall be 
borne by said city of Cambridge and said town of Brighton 
in proportion to the respective valuations of said city and 
town ; but all the additional expense incurred in deepening 
the channel below said bridge, so as to admit of placing 
the draw in the centre of said bridge, shall be borne 
equally by said city and town. 

Sect. 2. The bridge, when it shall have been rebuilt as 
aforesaid, shall be divided by a line along the opening in the 
middle of said draw, at an equal distance from each abut- 
ment, and said line shall forever be the dividing line between 
Cambridge and Brighton at that point. 

Sect. 3. So much of said bridge and draw as shall lie 
south-westerly of said dividing line, together with the most 
southerly pier, shall be forever supported, maintained, and 
repaired, and the south-westerly half of the draw shall be 
raised by, and at the expense of, said town of Brighton ; and 
so much of said bridge and draw as shall lie north-easterly 
of said dividing line, together with the most northerly pier, 
shall be forever supported, maintained, and repaired, and the 
north-easterly half of the draw shall be raised by, and at the 
expense of said city of Cambridge. 

Sect. 4. For the purpose of placing the draw of said 
bridge in the centre of the same, as above provided, said 
city and town are authorized and empowered to deepen the 
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channel in said river, so far as may be. necessary for that 
purpose. 

Sect. 5. All Acts or parts of Acts, inconsistent with the 
provisions of this Act, are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 6. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. Kepeai. 
(Approved March 11, 1862.) 



Ax Act in addition to an Act altering the boundary line between 
the towns of Cambridge and Somerville, and annexing portions 
of each to the other. 

Be it enacted , etc., as follows: — 

Section. 1. All the territory and persons situated on the Boundary line 
northerly and easterly side of the dividing line between 
the City of Cambridge and town of Somerville, described in 
the first section of chapter one hundred and thirty-seven, 
of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-six, are 
hereby set off from said Cambridge, and are annexed to said 
Somerville , and all the territory and persons situated on the 
southerly and westerly side of said dividing line, are hereby 
set off from said Somerville and are annexed to said Cam- 
bridge. 

Sect. 2. The second section of said chapter one hundred Repeal, 
and thirty-seven of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
fifty-six is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 3. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(Approved April 29, 1862.) 



An Act concerning sidewalks in the city of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, ete., as follows: — 

Section. 1. Whenever the mayor and aldermen of the JfJI^men'may 
city of Cambridge shall deem it expedient to construct side- construct 
walks, or complete any partially constructed sidewalks in 
any street of said city, they are hereby authorized to construct 
or complete such sidewalks with edge stones, aiid in front of 
buildings, or occupied premises, to cover the same with brick 
or flat stones ; and they are further authorized to cover such 
sidewalks, in front of vacant lots of land, with brick, flat ^^abuSera 
stones, or plank supported by timber ; and the expense of to bc H llfen * 
such edge stones and covering materials shall be assessed 
upon the abutters in just proportions, and shall constitute a 
lien upon the abutting lots of land, and be collected in the 
same maimer as taxes on real estate now are ; and such side- 
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Bricks or stone walks when constructed and covered with brick or flat stones, 

w&lks to be 

maintained by as aforesaid, shall afterwards be maintained at the expense of 
city * the city. Whenever any such sidewalk shall be covered with 

brick or flat stones, there shall be deducted from the assess- 
ment therefor any sum which shall have been previously 
paid the city by the abutter for any plank covering of the 
same. (Approved April 27, 1863.) 



water. 



An Act for supplying the city of Cambridge with pure water. 

Be it enacted, etc.* as follows: — 
city may Section 1. The city of Cambridge, for the purpose of 

Cambridge supplying the inhabitants thereof with fresh water, is hereby 
waterworks authorized and empowered to purchase, upon such terms as 

port^qufduct mav ^ a g ree( i upon, all the works, franchises, rights, and 
property of the Cambridge Water Works, including the 
works, franchises, rights, and property of the Cambridgeport 
Aqueduct Company, acquired by said Cambridge Water 
Works under the provisions of chapter twelve of the Acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and sixty-one, and hold the same ; 

May improve and may enlarge, improve, and repair the water sources, 

property for , J , 6 r , r , , , * 

supply of aqueducts, pumps, reservoirs, and other property sq pur- 
chased, with a view to an increased and adequate supply 
of pure water for public and private uses in said city, sub- 
ject to the restrictions now imposed by law upon the Cam- 
bridge Water Works ; and may also take and hold, in like 
manner, such land as may be necessary for erecting and 
maintaining dams and reservoirs, and for erecting and main- 
May acquire taining conduits, pipes, and other works for collecting, 
.reservoirs, conducting, and distributing water from the sources of 
pipes, etc. supply now used by said Cambridge Water Works through 
said city, or from the sources of supply which said Cambridge 
waterworks Water Works have the right to use. The Cambridge 
transfer 7 may Water Works are hereby authorized and empowered to sell 
franchise* 11 and transfer all their corporate property, rights, and fran- 
chise to the said city of Cambridge. 
Mayor of city g E0T 2 . The mayor of said city, within thirty days after 
property 011 ° f ^ ne diking of any land or other property, under the pro- 
taken, visions of this Act, shall file in the registry of deeds, for 
the county of Middlesex, a description thereof, sufficiently 
accurate for identification, 
city may Sect. 3. Said city, for the purposes aforesaid, may build 
maintain aqueducts and maintain the same, by any works suitable 
regulate use of therefor ; may erect and maintain dams ; may make and 
water. maintain suitable reservoirs ; may make and establish such 
public fountains and hydrants as may, from time to time, be 



SPECIAL LAWS. 81 

deemed proper, and may change or discontinue the same ; 

may regulate the use of the water, and establish the prices 

or rents to be paid therefor, and collect the same by process 

of law. Said city may also, for the purposes aforesaid, carry May cr088 mer 

its pipes and drains over or under any water course, street, ^u r °e e r r water 

railroad, highway, or other way, in such manner as not to highway. 

obstruct the same ; and may enter upon and dig up such road, 

street, or way for the purpose of laying down, maintaining, 

or repairing pipes or drains, and may do any other acts or 

things necessary and proper in executing the purposes of 

this Act. 

Sect. 4. If said city enters upon and digs up, for the S^'umSS 1 ?© 1 * 
purposes aforesaid, any road, street, or way without its own be done with 
limits, it shall do so under the direction of the selectmen of selectmen. 
the town in which said road, street, or way is located, and 
shall restore said road, street, or way to as good order and 
condition as it was in before such digging was commenced ; p^^VooIf 
and the work shall be done in such manner, and with such condition, 
care, as not to render any road, street, or way in which such 
pipes are laid, unsafe or unnecessarily inconvenient to the 
public travel thereon. Said city shall, at all times, indemnify city to be 

«/ responsible 

and save harmless such town which is liable to keep in repair for damages 
any road, street, or way aforesaid, against all damages which defect in 7 
may be recovered against it, and shall reimburse to it all maintenance 
expenses which it shall reasonably incur by reason of any of works - 
defect or want of repair in such road, street, or way, caused 
by the maintenance, repairing, or replacing of said pipes, or 
by reason of any injury to persons or property, caused by any 
defect or want of repair in such pipes ; provided, that said Proviso, 
city has notice of any claim or suit for such damage or injury, 
and an opportunity to assume the defence thereof. 

Sect. 5. Said city shall be liable to pay all damages city liable for 
sustained by any persons or corporations by the taking of any ' amages * 
land or property, or by the constructing of any aqueducts, 
reservoirs, or other works, for the purposes aforesaid. If 
any person or corporation, sustaining damages as aforesaid, 
cannot agree with said city upon the amount of said damages, Disagreement, 

o v it o * now may be 

he may have them assessed in the same manner as is pro- adjusted, 
vided for by law with respect to land taken for highways. 

Sect. 6. All the rights, powers, and authority given to city council to 
the city of Cambridge by this Act, shall be exercised by ot powers by 
said city subject to all duties, liabilities and restrictions officers * 
herein contained, in such manner and by such agents, officers, 
and servants as the city council shall, from time to time, or- 
dain, direct and appoint. 

Sect. 7. For the purpose of defraying the cost of such S^eacripoi- 
franchises, property, lands, water, and water rights as are .^^bSdae 
purchased, taken, or held for the purposes aforesaid, and of water Loan" 
constructing the works necessary and proper for the ac- six per cent! 

interest • 
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complislinient of. said purposes, and paying all expenses 
incident thereto, the city council shall have authority to issue 
scrip or bonds, to be denominated on the face thereof, 
" Cambridge Water Loan," to an amount not exceeding in 
the whole five hundred thousand dollars, bearing interest 
not exceeding six per cent, per annum, payable semi-annually, 
and the principal to be payable at periods not more than fifty 
years from the issuing of such scrip or bonds, respectively. 

Xmrtfes/th'an ^ a *^ c ^ v counc ^ ma y se ^ the same or any part thereof, 
par value. from time to time, or pledge the same for money borrowed 
for the above purposes ; but the same shall not be sold or 
pledged for less than the par value thereof. Said scrip or 
bonds may be paid at the par value thereof, for the purchase 
of the property mentioned in section one of this Act. 
water rents to Sect. 8. The city council shall establish such price or 

pay interest, • i <» 1 /» i t 

and one per rents to be paid for the use of the water as to provide an- 
nually, if practicable, from the net income and receipts there- 
for, for the payment of the interest and not less than one per 
centum of the principal of the " Cambridge Water Loan," 
and shall determine the manner of collecting the same. The 
net surplus income and receipts, after deducting all expenses 

Surplus to be and charges of distribution, shall be set apart as a sinking: 

sinking fund. ^ 

fund, and applied solely to the payment of the principal and 
and interest of said loan, until the same is fully paid. The 
mayor, city treasurer, and president of the common council, 

fund!* 68 ° f ^ or ^ ne ^ me b^g* shall be trustees of said fund, and shall, 
whenever required by the city council, render an account of 
all their doings in relation thereto. 

Liability of Sect. 9. The occupant of any tenement shall be liable for 

occupant and * j 

owner of the payment ot the rent lor the use of the water in such 

tenements* 

tenement, and the owner thereof shall be also liable, if on 
being notified of such use, he does not object to the same, 
unauthorized Sect. 10. If any person shall use any of the said water, 
use of water, either within or without said city, without the consent of 
the same, an action of tort may be maintained by said city for 
the recovery of the damages sustained, 
wanton inTury Sect. 11. Whoever wantonly or maliciously diverts the 
to water- " water, or any part thereof, taken or held by said city pur- 
suant to the provisions of this Act, or corrupts the same, 
or renders it impure, or destroys or injures any dam, aque- 
duct, pipe, conduit, hydrant, or machinery, or other works or 
property held, owned or used by said city under the author- 
ity and for the purposes of this Act, shall forfeit and pay to 
said city three times the amount of the damages assessed 
therefor, to be recovered in an action of tort, and on convic- 
tion of either of the wanton or malicious acts aforesaid, may 
also be punished by fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, 
or by imprisonment not exceeding one year, in the house of 
correction in said county of Middlesex. 
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Sect. 12. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(Approved April 25, 1865). 



An Act in addition to an Act relating to the Cambridge Cemetery. 
Be it enacted, etc, as follows; — 

The fourth section of the forty-fourth chapter, of the Acts Amendment, 
of the year eighteen hundred and fifty-five, is hereby amended 
by substituting December for January in the second line 
thereof. (Approved May 12, 1865.) 



An Act to amend an Act to supply the city of Cambridge with pure 
water. 

Beit enacted, etc., as follows ; — 

Section 1. The seventh section of chapter one hundred city council 
and fifty-three, of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and pieSse scrip or 
sixty-five, is hereby amended as follows : The city council purposes^ § 7 
of the city of Cambridge shall have authority to sell the chap ' 153 ' 18& ' 
scrip or bonds specified in said section, or any part thereof, 
from time to time, or pledge the same for money borrowed 
for the purposes named in said section, on such terms and 
conditions as the said city council shall judge proper. 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
( Approved March 21, 1866. ) 



An Act in relation to the election of school committee in the city 
of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Section 1. The qualified voters of the city of Cambridge voters in 
at their annual meeting for the election of municipal officers, elect three for 
first to be held after the passage of this Act, shall elect a three years 1 
school committee consisting of three persons from each ward, re8 i , ectiveiy. 
one of whom from each ward shall hold office for the term of 
one year, one for the term of two years, and one for the term 
of three years. 

Sect. 2. The ballots for said school committee shall desig- §£5}J*| terms. 
nate the term of years during which each person voted for 
shall serve. 
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one?t?be after Sect. 3. After such election shall have been held, there 
three" ear sh^ll be elected annually one person from each ward, to serve 
as a member of the school committee for the term of tliree 
years. 
Act to be Sect. 4. This Act shall not take effect until accepted by 

void!' ' * e se the voters of said city, at a meeting duly held for said pur- 
pose. (Approved March 16, 1867.) 

Accepted November 5, 1867 {City Records, Vol. M % Page 414). 



An Act in addition to an Act to supply the city of Cambridge with 
pure water. 

Be it enacted, etc., ax follows : — 
Cambridge Section 1. For the purpose of extending and enlarging 

may lSSlie 

scrip or bonds the Cambridge Water Works, the city council of the city of 

to extend • . . . . 

waterworks. Cambridge shall have authority to issue scrip or bonds, in 
addition to the scrip or bonds, the Issue of which was author- 
ized by chapter one hundred and fifty-three, of the Acts of 
eighteen hundred and sixty-five, to an amount not exceeding 
five hundred thousand dollars, bearing interest not exceeding 
SweS^when six per centum per annum, payable semi-annually, and the 
to be paid. principal to be payable at periods not more than fifty years 
from the issuing of said scrip or bonds ; and said city council 
shall have authority to sell said scrip or bonds, or any part 
thereof, from time to time, or pledge the same for money 
borrowed for the extension of said water works, on such terms 
and conditions as the said city council shall judge proper. 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(Approved Feb. 17, 1868.) 



An Act concerning the Cambridge and Brookline Bridge. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 
To be laid out Section 1. The structure known as the Cambridge and 
upon g way Brookline Bridge, authorized by chapter two hundred and 
repcSfof 56 ° f thirty-one, of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and fifty, 
commissioners j s hereby laid out as, and shall become a public highway upon 
the acceptance of the report of the commissioners appointed 
by the supreme judicial court, as provided in this Act, and 
judgment thereon^: and no tolls shall be demanded or re- 
ceive^ for passing thereon on and after that date. 
s. j. c. to Sect. 2. The supreme judicial court in term time, or any 

commJssion^ 6 justice thereof in vacation, shall, upon the application of any 
person interested, and in either of the counties of Suffolk* 



ers 
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Norfolk, or Middlesex, and after notice to the town of 
Brookline, to the city of Cambridge, and to said counties, ap- 
point a board of three commissioners. It shall be the duty 
of said commissioners, after having been sworn to the faith- 
ful and impartial performance thereof, and after such reason- 
able notice as they shall prescribe, and fully hearing the 
parties, to assess the amount to be paid as damages to any Damages to be 
person or corporation, if any, by reason of the laying out of a88e88ed - 
said highway. 

Sect. 3. The damages adjudged to such persons or corpo- ^"^SmSi J° 
rations in pursuance of this Act, and the expense of executing: such parties as 

commissioners 

this Act shall be paid to the parties entitled thereto, by the decide, 
said counties, or by such of them, or by such cities or towns 
therein, as the said commissioners shall determine, taking 
into view the. uses made of said' bridge and the condition 
thereof. 

SECf . 4. The said commissioners are hereby further em- JtSSeXanee 
powered to make such orders, directions, and provisions as to to be 
them shall seem expedient for the future maintenance and among 
rebuilding of said bridge, and for operating the draw therein, cH?es, and 
and to order that the expense thereof shall l>e paid and borne town8 - 
by said counties, cities and towns, any or all of them, as to 
the said commissioners, shall deem expedient and just, taking 
in view the uses made of said bridge and the condition 
thereof. 

Sect. 5. The said commissioners shall make report in writ- commission- 
ing to the supreme judicial court within and for the county s. j. c. 
in which their appointment is made, of their doings and 
adjudications hereunder, and upon the same being accepted 
by said court, shall be final and binding upon all parties. 
Upon the acceptance of their report, they shall file copies 
thereof with the clerks of the county commissioners for the 
said counties, including the city clerk of the city of Boston, 
whose duty it shall be to record the same as a final adjudica- 
tion under this Act, and thereupon the same shall stand, be 
acted upon and carried into effect in like manner as an adju- 
dication of the respective county commissioners ; provided, 
however, that as regards the amount of damages awarded to Right of appeal 
any person or corporation, he or they shaU have a right of question or 
appeal to a jury in the same manner as is provided by law in amage8, 
the laying out of highways, except that the right shall be 
claimed in the supreme judicial court, and the recognizance 
for costs shall be taken in said court, and the warrant for the 
jury shall issue from" said court, and the report and the ver- 
dict shall be returned therein ; and said right of appeal to a 
jury shall be claimed within thirty days from the return of 
said award and report of said commissioners ; and all matters 
and things provided in this Act, to be done by or in the 
supreme judicial court, may be done by any justice of said 
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costs upo 

ap 

pa! 



appeal, how 
id. 



Damages and coul ^ or his order, as well in vacation as in term time. The> 

costs upon » 

damages and costs upon such appeal, and also the expense of 
executing this Act (to be taxed by said commissioners, subject 
to the approval of said court), shall be paid by the same 
counties, cities, and towns, and in the same proportion as was 
prescribed by the commissioners, in pursuance of section 
three of this Act. 

Sect. 6. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(Approved April 13, 1869.) 



Draw bridges 
over Charles 
and Miller's 
rivers to be 
widened by 
Cambridge 
and 
Charlestown. 



Charlestown 
to contribute 
towards cost 
of draw in 
Prison Point 
Bridge. 



An Act to provide for the widening of the draws in certain bridges 
on Charles and Miller's Rivers by the cities of Cambridge and 
Charlestown. 

Be it enacted , etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The city of Cambridge is hereby authorized 
and required forthwith to cause to be made, at the expense of 
said city, in lieu of the existing draws in the West Boston 
bridge and the Canal or Craigie Bridge over Charles River, 
and the Prison Point bridge over Miller's River, a draw in 
each of said bridges, with a clear passageway of forty-four 
feet in width, in such position and of such form and construc- 
tion, and with such changes in the draw piers and bridges 
connected with said draws, as may become necessaiy or advis- 
able in removing old and in building and maintaining new 
draws, as the harbor commissioners may determine ; and all 
duties and liabilities now imposed by law upon said city of 
Cambridge, with respect to existing draws in said bridges, 
shall be held to apply to such newly constructed draws. 

Sect. 2. The city of Charlestown shall contribute to the 
cost of building and maintaining the draw in Prison Point 
bridge in such proportion as they are now required by law to 
contribute toward the repair of the present draw. 

Sect. 3. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(Approved May 26, 1869.) 



Mayor to be 
chairman of 
school 

committee and 
overseers of 
poor. 



An Act in further addition to an Act to establish the city of Cam- 
bridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., asfolloics: — 

Section 1. The mayor of the city of Cambridge shall be 
ex-ojjicio chairman of the school committee, and of the board 
of the overseers of the poor, but shall have a casting vote 
only. 
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Sect. 2. Every ordinance, order, resolution, or vote, to ^^f^ot' 
which the concurrence of the board of aldermen and of the approved, to 

., , , - be returned 

common council may be necessary (except on a question ot with his 
convention of the two branches), and every order of either ° jec 
branch involving the expenditure of money, shall be pre- 
sented to the mayor. If he approve thereof he shall signify 
his approbation by signing the same ; but if not, he shall 
return the same, with his objections, to the branch in which 
it originated, which shall enter the objections of the mayor at b^recorSeti 10 
length on its records, and proceed to reconsider said ordinance, 
order, resolution, or vote ; and if, after such reconsideration, 
two thirds of the board of aldermen or common council, not- 
withstanding such objections, agree to pass the same, it shall, 
together with the objections, be sent to the other branch of 
the city council (if it originally required concurrent action), 
where it shall also be reconsidered, and if approved by two 
thirds of the members present, it shall be in force ; but, in all 
cases, the vote shall be determined by yeas and nays, and if 
such ordinance, order, resolution, or vote shall not be returned 
within ten days after it 3hall have been presented, the same 
shall be in force. But the veto power of the mayor shall V otto P cxtemi 
not extend to the election of officers required by any law or to election of 

A «/ ■ •/ officers. 

ordinance to be chosen by the city council in convention, or 
by concurrent action, unless expressly so provided therein. 

Sect. 3. All Acts or parts of Acts inconsistent with the Acts repeal- 
provisions of this Act are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 4. This Act shall be void unless the inhabitants of J^Ss^iSopted 
the city of Cambridge, at a legal meeting called for that by city, 
purpose, shall, by a majority of the voters present and voting 
thereon by ballot, determine to adopt the same within six 
months after its passage. (Approved May 28, 1869.) 

Accepted November 2, 1869 (City Jiecorcte, Vol. y, Page 341). 



An Act for the abatement of nuisance in the city of Cambridge 
and for the preservation of the public health in said city. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows ; — 

Section 1. The mayor and aldermen of the city of Cam- SSSnamis 
bridge may order the owners of the land in said city, or any J|} a S a i2 bridge 
of them, situated and lying within the district which is ° j reat ( J e8 
bounded on the northeast by Broadway, on the south by 
Main Street, and on the west by Moore and Gilpin Streets, to 
raise the grade of said land, filling up the same with good 
material to a grade not less than twelve feet above mean low 
water, with reference to a complete drainage thereof, and to 
the abatement of the present nuisance and to preserve the 
health of the city. 



X8 



SPECIAL LAWS. 



Order to be 
made in 
writing and 
served upon 
owners. 



If owner fails 
to comply, 
mayor and 
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dissatisfied 
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within six 

months. 



Commission- 
era to order 
jury. 



Costs. 



Persons 
dissatisfied 
may notify 
city thereof 
within sixty 
days. 



City to take 
property and 
pay damages 
to owner 
forthwith, if 
parties agree. 



Sect. 2. Such order shall be made in writing and served 
upon said owners or their authorized agents in the manner 
pescribed in section nine of chapter twenty-six of the General 
Statutes for the service of orders made by boards of health 
for the abatement of nuisances. 

Sect. 3. If the owner oi any such land fails to comply 
with such order within three months after the service of 
said notice, the mayor and aldermen of said city may raise 
the grade thereof, filling up the same with good materials to 
a height not more than twelve feet above mean low water, 
and all necessaiy expenses incurred thereby shall constitute 
a lien upon said land, and may be collected in the manner 
now provided for the collection of taxes upon real estate ; 
and at any sale of said lands taken for non-payment of said 
expenses the city collector shall have the same right to pur- 
chase said land in behalf of the city of Cambridge as the city 
collector now has by law in the case of land sold for taxes. 

Sect. 4. Any person entitled to any estate in any part 
of the land, the grade of which shall be so raised by the said 
mayor and aldermen, who shall t>e dissatisfied with the 
assessment of the expense of raising the grade of his land, 
may, within six months after receiving notice of said assess- 
ment, make a complaint to the county commissioners in the 
county of Middlesex. Said commissioners shall thereupon 
order a jury, who shall have power to revise said assessment 
in the same manner as is provided in chapter forty-three of 
the General Statutes in cases where persons are aggrieved 
by the assessment of damages by selectmen. If the assess- 
ment is reduced the charges arising on said complaint shall 
be paid by the city of Cambridge, otherwise the same shall 
be paid by the complainant. 

Sect. 5. Instead of making a complaint to the county 
commissioners, as provided in the preceding section, any 
person dissatisfied with the assessment of the expense of 
raising the grade of his land, may give notice thereof to said 
mayor and aldermen within sixty days after he shall receive 
notice of said assessment, and the city of Cambridge shall 
thereupon take said land, and shall, within sixty days there- 
after, file in the office of the registry of deeds for the southern 
district of the county of Middlesex a description of the land 
so taken as certain as is required in a common conveyance of 
lands, together with a statement that the same is taken pur- 
suant to the provisions of this Act, which said description and 
statement shall be signed by the mayor, and the title to lands 
so taken shall vest in the city of Cambridge ; and if any 
party whose land is so taken shall agree with the said city 
upon the damage done to him by the said taking, making due 
allowance for the improvement by raising the grade of said 
land, the same shall be paid to him by the said city forthwith. 
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If any party shall not agree with the city as to the damage i^airree 8 <l ° 
done him by such taking, he may, within six months of the owner may 
filing of such description and statement, apply to the county commissioners 
commissioners, as above provided, for a jury to determine the 
damage so done him, making due allowance for the improve- 
ment by raising the grade of said land, and the proceedings 
shall be according to the provisions of said chapter forty- 
three of the General Statutes, in cases where persons are CostB * 
aggrieved by the assessment of damages by selectmen. The 
damages awarded by the jury shall be paid by the city, and 
if the damages are increased above the sum before offered 
by the city, all charges shall be paid by the city ; other- 
wise the charges arising on such application shall be paid by 
the applicant. exempt 

Sect. 6. Nothing in this Act shall be construed as exempt- ^lami wtthou* 
ing the city of Cambridge from any obligation, it would territory 

p . - J . & . J . e , • P described In 

otherwise be under, to make compensation to the owners ot this Act. 

lands abutting on or near to the territory described in the 

first section of this Act, for any injury done by order of the 

mayor and aldermen of said, city to such lands in any Acts of 

raising, filling, or draining, said territory or any part thereof. l to n ^ u w f t iXn be 

Sect. 7. All grading done under this Act shall be done five years, 
within five years of the passage hereof. 

Sect. 8. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(June 12, 1869.) 



An Act to amend the charter of the City of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — Treasurer to 

Section 1. The city treasurer of the City of Cambridge {k e xes Uector ° f 
Jhall be the collector of taxes within and for said city. 

Sect. 2. All Acts and parts of Acts establishing the office 
of collector of taxes, and providing for the election of such 
officer in the city of Cambridge, are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 3. This Act shall take effect from its passage. 
(May 9, 1870.) 



An Act in relation to Prison Point Bridge. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Section 1. • The cities of Cambridge and Charlestown SadI thirty, 
shall forthwith cause to be made in lieu of the existing draw wStth! 66 ' ia 
in the Prison Point Bridge, over Miller's River, a draw with 
a clear opening of thirty-eight feet in width. 
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to have 8 eh°arge ^ ECT - -• F° r the purpose of constructing said draw, the 

©f draw. city councils of said cities shall each in pursuance of such 

ordinances as they may respectively establish, elect one 

commissioner, and said commissioners so chosen shall have 

the care and management of said draw. 

maPntaining, Sect. 3. The expense of constructing and maintaining 

borne°by both sa ^ draw and keeping the same in repair, and of affording 

cities. all necessary and proper accommodations to vessels having 

occasion to pass the same by day or night, shall be borne 

equally by said cities ; and said cities shall be jointly liable 

for all damages or injuries resulting from any defect in said 

draw or from carelessness or neglect in the management of 

the same. 

Sect. 4. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(June 1, 1870. ) 



Ax Act relating to West Boston and Cragie Bridges. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Section 1. The harbor commissioners shall forthwith 
Harbor locate and determine the position of the draws in the West 

to determine Boston Bridge and Cragie or Canal Bridge, over Charles 
Sraw8?n°we8t River, to be constructed as hereinafter provided. 
cr°aSe nan<1 Sect. 2. The supreme judicial court, sitting as a full 

Bridges. court in any county, at any time after the passage of this Act, 

commissioners shall, upon the petition of the mayor of the city of Cambridge, 
appointed by after such notice as the court or any justice thereof may 
petition U of° n order, appoint three discreet and competent commissioners 
Cambridge. ^ or tne purposes hereinafter named. 

Sect. 3. Said commissioners shall be sworn to the faithful 
To be sworn and impartial discharge of their duties, and shall then, after 

and apportion , f. 1 1 • • 1 i n • 

and assess due notice and hearing in such manner and amount as they 
upon os on gj^jj ^em just and equitable, apportion and assess upon the 
expense*!)? cities of Boston and Cambridge the expense of maintaining 
maintaining, an( j k ee pmg in repair said bridges, including the expense of 
opening the draws thereof, and affording all necessary and 
proper accommodations to vessels having occasion to pass the 
same by day or night, and shall also at the same time appraise 
the fund, as it now exists, paid to the city of Cambridge 
under chapter two hundred and fifty-seven, of the Acts of 
the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, and also all funds, 
moneys, and properties belonging to said bridges, and appor- 
tion to the city of Boston the same proportion thereof as 
Boston shall, under and by virtue of this Act, have appor- 
tioned or assessed upon it of the expense of maintaining and 
keeping in repair said bridges. 

Sect. 4. Said commissioners shall return their award into 
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the supreme judicial court, sitting for the county of Suffolk ; awar/uo" 
and when said award shall have been accepted by said court, s - J c - 
the same shall be a final and conclusive adjudication of all 
matters herein referred to said commissioners, and shall be 
binding upon all parties; and said court may enforce the 
same by proper process ; and the expense of executing this 
Act shall be paid by said cities in the same proportions as the 
expense of maintaining said bridges is apportioned and 
assessed upon said cities. 

Sect. 5. Upon the acceptance of said award by the court Jj£Sp toncc of 
as aforesaid, the city of Cambridge shall pay and deliver to gJJJ^^ t 
the city of Boston the proportion of said fund, funds, moneys, pay to Boston 
and properties apportioned to Boston under said award, and apportioned, 
the said bridges shall become and be lughways ; and there- 
after said bridges and draws shall be maintained, supported, 
managed, and kept in repair by the cities of Boston and 
Cambridge, according to the terms and proportions estab- 
lished by said award ; and all damages recovered in* any 
action at law by reason of any defect or want of repair in 
either of said bridges or the draws thereof shall be paid by 
said cities on the same terms and in the same proportions. 

Sect. 6. The care and management of said bridges and craTone from 
draws shall be vested in a l>oard of commissioners consisting Save care of 
of one person from each city, chosen in accordance with such 2™<JJ£ nd 
ordinances as said cities shall respectively establish, and until 
such commissioners are chosen, the mayors of said cities shall 
ez-officiis constitute such commissioners. 

Sect. 7. The commissioners designated in the preceding Jraw^tobe 
section shall cause to be made in lieu of the existing draws made tMrty- 
in said bridges a draw in each bridge with a clear opening of width, 
thirty-eight feet in width in the position determined under 
section one of this Act. 

Sect. 8. Nothing in this Act shall release the Cambridge SmJ2S e 8 not 
Railway Company, or the Union Railway Company, from any ^|ationto n 
legal obligation either of said companies is now under to the keep^bridge in 
cities of Cambridge and Boston, or either of them, or any 
legal obligation now existing to maintain and keep in repair 
any portion of said bridges, or from any liability for any loss 
or injury that any person may sustain by reason of any care- 
lessness, neglect, fault, or misconduct of its agents, or ser- 
vants, in the construction, repair, management or use of its 
tracks on said bridges, or other use or occupation thereof. 

Sect. 9. Chapter three hundred and eleven of the Acts pea ' 
of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, and all other 
provisions of law inconsistent herewith, are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 10. This Act shall not take full effect unless ac- £££$** 
cepted by the city council of Cambridge, by concurrent vote g^g^Jjf^ 
of the two branches thereof, within thirty days from its Cambridge. 
passage. It shall be the duty of the city clerk of the city of 
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— and upon 
publication of 
certificate by 
secretary of 
common- 
wealth. 



Cambridge to certify to the secretary of the Commonwealth 
the result of the vote of the city council of said city as soon 
as may be, and if it shall appear that a majority of the votes 
of both branches of the city council is in favor of the accept- 
ance of this . Act, said secretary shall immediately issue and 
publish his certificate declaring this Act to have been duly 
accepted. 

Sect. 11. So much of this Act as authorizes and directs 
the submission of the question of acceptance to the city 
council of Cambridge shall take effect upon its passage. If 
this Act is accepted, as herein provided, it shall take full 
effect upon the publication of the certificate of the secretary, 
as herein provided. (June 1, 1870.) 

Accepted Jmie 9, 1870 {City Records, Vol. N, Page 548). 



Draws to be 
thirty-six feet 
wide. 



An Act in addition to an Act concerning the draws in bridges across 
Charles and Miller's River at the north side of the city of Boston. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Section 1. Section one of chapter three hundred, section 
one of chapter three hundred and one, section seven of chap- 
ter three hundred and two, and section five of chapter three 
hundred and three of the Acts of the current year, are hereby 
severally amended by striking out the words " thirty-eight 
feet " wherever the same occur, and inserting instead thereof 
the words "thirty-six feet." 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(June 23, 1870.) 



Shoal to be 
dredged . 
opposite 
draw-way of 
West Boston 
Bridge. 



Boston and 
Cambridge to 
maintain 
depth of water 
obtained by 
such dredging. 



An Act in addition to an Act relating to West Boston and Gragie 
Bridges. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The commissioners designated in the sixth 
section of chapter three hundred and two of the Acts, of the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy, are hereby authorized, 
for the purpose of preparing the location of a new draw in 
the West Boston Bridge, to cause to be dredged away a shoal 
opposite the south-westerly opening of the present draw-way 
in said bridge, to such an extent as the harbor commissioners 
shall prescribe, the expense of which dredging shall be borne 
in the same manner as the expense of constructing said new 
draw ; and the cities of Boston and Cambridge shall maintain 
the depth of water secured by such dredging, in the same 
manner and according to the same terms and proportions as 
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they are required by said Act to maintain, support, manage, 
and keep in repair the bridges and draws therein mentioned. 
Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(May 5, 1871.) 



An Act in addition to an Act to supply the city of Cambridge with 
pure water. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section. 1. To enlarge and extend the water works of the ££y iJjSf 8 
city of Cambridge, the city council of said city may issue 5^JJ < J^ d8at 
scrip or bonds in addition to the scrip or bonds authorized by &* per cent, 
chapter thirteen, of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and sixty-eight, to an amount not exceeding five hundred 
thousand dollars, bearing interest not exceeding six per 
centum per annum, payable semi-annually, the principal to 
be payable at period^ not more than fifty years from the 
issuing of such scrip or bonds ; and said city council may sell 
such scrip or bonds, or any part thereof, from time to time, 
or pledge the same for money borrowed for the extension of 
said water works on such terms and conditions as it may 
deem proper. 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(March 28, 1872.) 



An Act to provide for the prevention and abatement of nuisances 
and the preservation of the public health, in the cities of Cam- 
bridge and Somerville. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The respective boards of mayor and aldermen Jjaa d t e h 2n not 
of the cities of Cambridge and Somerville may, with refer- thirteen feet 

o *> ' above mean 

ence to a complete drainage, establish a grade in their low water majr 

*■ O 7 O Via AS t-n Till ah of 1 

respective cities, not less than thirteen ieet above mean low 
water ; and no person shall in the city where such grade is 
established, construct any cellar or basement cellar of any 
dwelling-house or any other building below such grade, or no^tobe 610 '* 
use or occupy any such cellar constructed below the same below grade, 
after such establishment, unless licensed to construct and use 
a cellar below such grade by the board of mayor and aldermen 
of the city in which the same is situated. 

Sect. 2. If any person constructs, uses, or occupies any 5g3J§J n for " 
cellar in violation of section one of this Act, the board of 
mayor and aldermen of the place where the same is situated^ 
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may order the owner or occupant of such cellar to so alter 
and construct it as to conform to the requirements of said 
section; and if such owner or occupant fails. to comply with 
such order within ten days after service thereof, as provided 
by the following section, said board may so alter such cellar, 
and all necessary expenses incurred thereby shall constitute a 
lien upon the land wherein such cellar is constructed, and 
the buildings upon such land, and may be collected, and the 
city collector may purchase such land, or land and buildings, 
in behalf of said city ; all as is provided by law for the col- 
lection of taxes upon real estate, and in case of land sold for 
taxes. 
niade r hi to ^ Sect, 3. All orders under the preceding section shall be 
writing. made in writing and served upon said owners or occupants, 

or their authorized agents, as prescribed by section nine, of 
chapter twenty-six of the general statutes for the service of 
s. .i.e. may orders of boards of health; and the supreme judicial court 
iS 8 um*ion } , etc. or any justice thereof, in term time or vacation, may by 
injunction or other suitable process in equity, restrain any 
person or corporation from constructing, using or occupying 
any cellar in violation of the provisions of section one of this 
Act, and may enforce such provisions, and may order and en- 
force the abatement or alteration of any cellar constructed, 
used, or occupied in violation thereof, so as to comply with 
said provisions, 
owners may Sect. 4. The boards of mayor and aldermen of said 

l)e ordered to 

flii up lands to cities, respectively, may, from time to time, order the owners 

fe^than 1101 of lands in their city, the surface of which is below thirteen 

amfofVrfvate ^ ee ^ above mean low water, or any of such owners, to raise 

to^xteen^feet. ^ n e S rd ^ e °f their said lands, filling up the same with good 

materials to a grade not less than thirteen feet above mean 

low water, and to raise the grade of all private streets, courts, 

and ways upon their said lands, filling up the same with good 

materials to a grade not less than sixteen feet above mean 

low water, with reference to a complete drainage thereof, so 

as to abate and prevent nuisances, and to preserve the public 

health of the city. 

if owner fails Sect. 5. All orders under the preceding section shall be 

mayraipe' * l y made and served as prescribed in section three of this Act, 

grat e ' and if the owner of any such lands fails to comply with any 

such order within six months after such service thereof, the 

board of mayor and aldermen of the city, wherein the same 

is situated, may raise the grade of his said lands, and the 

private streets, ways, and courts thereon, filling up the same 

with good materials to the 'grade authorized by the preceding 

Expenses to section and specified in the order ; and all necessary expenses 

lien upon the incurred thereby shall constitute a lien upon the lands filled, 

Ian< ' and a lien equally upon the lands abutting upon either side 

of any private street, court, or way, filled, and a lien upon all 
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buildings upon such lands, and may be collected, and the city 
collector may purchase such lands, or lands and buildings, in 
behalf of the city ; all as is provided in section two of this 
Act for collecting the expenses therein named. 

Sect. 6. Any person entitled to any estate in any land, dissatisfied 
the -grade of which shall be raised under the preceding j2J^ Bment 
section, who is dissatisfied with the assessment of the expense m& y ^f 1 ^ 
of raising the grade of his land, and any owner of land who county 

v i* /» i m ii i c i ,' commlssion- 

is dissatisfied with the assessment ot expenses under section er§. 
two of this Act, may, within six months after receiving notice 
of such assessment, make complaint to the county com- 
missioners of the county of Middlesex. Said commissioners 
shall thereupon order a jury who may revise such assessment, 
in the manner prescribed in chapter forty-three of the general 
statutes, in cases where persons are aggrieved by the assess- 
ment of damages by selectmen. If the assessment is reduced, 
the legal charges arising on such complaint shall be paid by 
the city, otherwise by the complainant. 

Sect. 7. Instead of making such complaint, any person J^Si *? JJotfned 
dissatisfied with the assessment of the expense of raising the that parties 

-, - , . .,, , . .. . , x ,. , , ■, ° are dissatisfied 

grade of his said land, may give notice thereof to the mayor with 

j u £ j_i *i. i_ xi i i • *j. j. i ' ±\ • assessment. 

and aldermen ot the city wherein the land is situated, within 
sixty days after he receives notice of such assessment, and 
the city shall thereupon take said land, and shall within 
sixty days thereafter file in the office of the registry of deeds 
for the southern district of the county of Middlesex, a 
description of the land so taken, as certain as is required in 
a common conveyance of land, together with a statement 
that the same is taken pursuant to the provisions of this Act, 
which description and statement shall be signed by the mayor 
of the city, and the title to lands so taken shall vest ' abso- 
lutely in the city. 

Sect. 8. If any person whose land is taken under the J^™ ""^ ' 
preceding section, agrees with the city upon the damage agreed upon, 

money to he 

done to him by such taking, making due allowance for the paid forthwith, 
improvement in raising the grade of such land, the same shall 
be forthwith paid to him by the city. If any such person 
shall not so agree, he may any time within six months from 
the filing of such description and statement, apply to the 
county commissioners, as provided in section six of this Act, 
for a jury to determine the damage so done him, making 
due allowance for the improvement by raising the grade of 
such land, and the proceedings shall be as provided in said 
section. The damages awarded by the jury shall be paid by 
the city, and if the damages are increased above the sum 
before offered by the city, all legal charges arising on such 
application shall be paid by the city, otherwise by the appli- 
cant. 

Sect. 9. The city shall raise the grade of all public 
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bw!ering y8 streets bordering upon any lands, the giade of which is 
raiaedto be ordered to be raised under this Act, filling up such streets 
ailed to sixteen with good materials, to a grade not less than sixteen feet 

ieet Jennie. ■• « 

above mean low water. 
flatonoi f Sect. 10. Nothing in this Act contained shall be con- 

authorized, strued as authorizing any filling of the flats upon the banks 
of Charles River, nor to authorize the filling of any portion 
of the channel, flats, or basins of Miller's River, lying south- 
« erly of Milk Street, and of the Fitchburg Railroad Company's 
roadbed, or either of them, in Somerville, and below the 
streets known as Medford Street in Somerville, and Gore 
Street in Cambridge, 
exempted from Sect. 11. This Act shall not be construed as in any way 
oSSations exempting the cities of Cambridge and Somerville from any 
obligation either of them would otherwise be under to make 
compensation to the owners of lands abutting upon or near 
to any land or street filled hereunder, or for any injury done 
or caused to the lands of such owners under any order or 
proceeding hereunder. ( May 3, 1872.) 



An Act for the abatemeut of a nuisance in the Lower Basin of 
Miller's River, and for the preservation of health in the cities of 
Cambridge and Somerville. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows . — 

Smmissioners Section 1. The harbor commissioners and the state 
established, board of health shall jointly constitute a board of commis- 
sioners for the purposes hereinafter named. 
pian e fo l r ea Sect. 2. The said commissioners shall, after due notice 

drainage. to and hearing of all parties interested, devise and report to 
the mayor and aldermen of the cities of Cambridge and 
Somerville respectively, a plan for draining and abating a 
nuisance existing in and upon the district lying within the 
limits of the said cities, which is bounded north-easterly by 
the Boston and Lowell Railroad in Cambridge and Somerville, 
north-westerly by the Fitchburg Railroad in Somerville, 
northerly by Milk Street in Somerville, westerly by Prospect 
Street in Somerville, south-westerly by Webster Avenue 
in Somerville, southerly by the boundary line between 
Cambridge and Somerville, and by Gore Street in Cambridge, 
easterly by Fifth Street in Cambridge, southerly by Winter 
Street in Cambridge, and easterly in Cambridge, by Fourth 
Street and the line of Fourth Street extended to the Boston 
and Lowell Railroad, which plan shall provide, if practicable, 
for the preservation and improvement of so much of the 
channel and basins of Miller's River as is now flowed by the 
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tide below the point where the Grand Junction Railroad in 
Somerville crosses such river and basin. 

Sect. 3. Said commissioners shall, from time to time, and J^J* 
during the pendency of their report, devise and recommend Madmen/ ? 
to the mayor and aldermen of said cities, respectively, or to nuisance, 
the boards of health thereof, such immediate or temporary • 
measures for the abatement of said nuisance and the preser- 
vation of the health of the inhabitants as they shall deem 
expedient. 

Sect. 4. Said commissioners in the discharge of their May cause 
duties shall have power to cause to be made proper surveys made. 78 to e 
of said district and estimates for cariying out the permanent 
and temporary measures by them recommended, the expenses 
of making said surveys and estimates to be paid by the two 
cities as the commissioners shall determine. 

Sect. 5. The cities of Cambridge and Somerville, re- Cambridge 
spectively, may carry out the provisions of this Act end the may take 
measures recommended by the commissioners, and for that m ' 
purpose may purchase or take lands in <*aid cities in the 
same manner, and with the same rights of appeal, as provided 
in the general laws in regard to taking land for highways, 
and the title to lands so taken shall vest in the city taking 
the same. 

Sect. 6. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
( May 6, 1872.) 



An Act to authorize the Commissioners on the West Boston and 
Cragie or Canal Bridges to reconstruct and widen Cragie or 
Canal Bridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The commissioners on the West Boston and J?°J^?® 8lon " 

via may 

Cragie or Canal Bridges may build a new bridge in the place construct new 

° . ° ** * . . bridge, or 

of, or repair, reconstruct, and widen, to a width not (exceeding rebuild and 
sixty-four feet, the present Cragie or Canal bridge, and may present 
construct fender guards, make changes in the draw and draw- r \ ge * 
piers, and do such other acts as they may deem necessary, 
expedient, or convenient in the premises, to secure a bridge 
and draw which shall safely and conveniently accommodate 
public travel and navigation, subject, however, to the pro- subject to 
visions of chapter four hundred and thirty-two of the Acts of 1869,432. 8 
the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine. 

Sect. 2. To secure and accomplish the objects and pur- Mav take 

• i . • . i buildings, 

poses of the preceding section, said commissioners may take wharves, etc 
such lands, buildings, wharves, and structures as they may 
deem necessary * and all damages to private property or for 
land taken unrf*ar this Act, shall be ascertained as provided in 
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chapter forty-three of the General Statutes, and, together 
with all other expenses incurred hereunder, shall be paid 
equally by the cities of Boston and Cambridge. (April 15, 
1873.). 



Somcrville 
may maintain 
a drain 
through 
Cambridge to 
Ale wife 
Brook. 



Liability for 
damages. 



Owner of 
private drain 
may be 
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entering 
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sewer. 



Somerville to 
pay portion of 
expense of 
maintaining a 
discharge of 
sewage 
through the 
brook. 



An Act concerning the building by the city of Somerville of a drain 
through the city of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as folloics: — 

Section 1. The mayor and aldermen of the city of 
Somerville may lay, make, and maintain a main drain or 
common sewer from Somerville to Ale wife Brook and 
through that portion of Cambridge which is bounded by 
Somerville and by North Avenue, the Lexington and Arling- 
ton brarfch of the Boston and Lowell Railroad and said Ale wife 
Brook in Cambridge, and in such part thereof as to them 
shall seem best, and through the lands of any persons arid 
corporations within said territory, and may repair the same, 
from time to time, whenever repairs thereof shall be necessary, 
and such main drain or common sewer shall be the property 
of the said city of Somerville, but it shall not be so laid as to 
require the removal of, or interference with, any building, or 
any part of any building now owned by the city of Cam- 
bridge. 

Sect. 2. The proceedings in taking said lands for the pur- 
poses aforesaid, and the liability of said city of Somerville for 
all damages by reason of the laying, making, and maintaining 
of said main drain or common sewer, and the rights and reme- 
dies for ascertaining and recovering the amount of such 
damages shall be regulated by chapter one hundred and eleven 
of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, 
relating to laying, making, and maintaining main drains or 
common sewers in any city or town. 

Sect. 3. The city of Somerville shall have the same right 
to assess any person for entering his particular drain into 
such main drain or common sewer, and for all benefit received 
by more remote means on account of said main drain or com- 
mon sewer for draining cellars or lands situated in said city 
of Somerville, as if the said main drain or common sewer was 
situated in Somerville, and all proceedings for the collection 
of and in regard to such assessments shall be the same as pro- 
vided in the forty-eighth chapter of the General Statutes. 

Sect. 4. The city of Somerville, in case it shall drain 
into said Alewife Brook as aforesaid, shall pay a just and 
proper proportion with the city of Cambridge of all such 
expenses as may be deemed necessary by the city of 
Cambridge to secure and maintain a proper discharge 
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through Alewife Brook of all sewage entering therein ; and 
in case said cities cannot agree, such proportion shall be 
determined by the county commissioners of the county of 
Middlesex upon the petition of either city. In case the city 
of Somerville shall neglect or refuse to comply with any 
order, decision, or decree of said county commissioners for 
thirty days after the same is made, all rights of the city of 
Somerville under this Act shall cease. 

Sect. 5. In case the city of Somerville shall drain into Cambridge 
Alewife Brook as aforesaid, the city of Cambridge may con- self-acting tide 
struct and maintain self-acting tide gates across said Alewife fffe^brook. 88 
Brook, near to Broadway in the city of Somerville, and the 
city of Somerville shall pay such portion of the expense of 
constructing and maintaining such tide-gates as the county 
commissioners of the county of Middlesex shall determine, 
in the manner provided in the preceding section ; and with 
the same penalty as therein provided for neglect or refusal to 
comply with their order, decision, or decree for thirty days 
after the same is made. 

Sect. 6. Nothing contained in this Act shall authorize or Somerville 

• j •. r o "ii j. i j • • j '-2. £ not to asses* 

empower said city ot bomerville to assess land m said city ot land in 

Cambridge. ' Cambridge. 

Sect. 7. The provisions of this Act shall be subject to 
amendment or repeal at the pleasure of the Legislature. 

Sect. 8. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(May 20, 1873.) 



An Act for the abatement of a nuisance in the cities of Cambridge 
and Somerville, and for the preservation of the public health in 
said cities. 

Be it enacted, etc., a$ follows: — 

Section 1. The boards of mayor and aldermen of the Fiats and 
cities of Cambridge and Somerville, respectively, may order SiaySe W9,J 
the owners. of the channel, flats, and basins of Miller's River Sefl neS up f or 
in said cities, situated and lying east of Prospect Street in a bat?ng ! a >8e ot 
said Somerville, and south-west of the Boston and Lowell nuisance. 
Railroad, and within their respective limits, except so much 
thereof as lies westerly and southerly of the easterly and 
northerly lines of John P. Squire and Company's buildings 
prolonged, respectively, to Gore Street and to lands of the 
Boston and Albany Railroad Corporation, which lines and 
prolongations thereof shall be at all times substantially and 
securely bulkheaded by the said John P. Squire and Com- 
pany, their heirs and assigns, owners of said premises, to fill 
up their channel, flats, and basins with good earth, or other 
suitable material, to a grade not less than thirteen feet above 
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mean low water, in order to secure a complete drainage 
thereof, the abatement of the present nuisance, and the 
preservation of the public health of said cities. 

Sect. 2. Such orders shall be made in writing and served 
upon such owners or occupants or their authorized agents in 
the manner prescribed in section nine of chapter twenty-six 
of the general statutes for the service of orders of boards of 
health. 

Sect. 3. If any owner of the territory, or any part 
thereof, described in the first section of tliis Act, fails to 
begin to comply with any such order for three months, or fails- 
diligently after such beginning to proceed to comply with 
such order, or fails to comply fully with any such order for 
one year after such service thereof, the board of mayor and 
aldermen of the city wherein the same is situated, may fill up 
the said territory, or any part thereof, with good earth, or other 
suitable material, to the grade established as provided in the 
first section and specified in the order, and all necessary ex- 
penses incurred thereby shall constitute a lien upon said 
territory and the land made by said filling, and a lien upon 
all buildings upon such lands, which may be enforced and 
collected, and the city collectors may respectively purchase 
such land, or land and buildings, in behalf of their respective 
cities, as is provided by law for the collection of taxes upon 
real estate, and in case of land sold for taxes. 

Sect. 4. Any person entitled to any estate in any part 
of the said territory, which shall be so filled by the mayor and 
aldermen, who shall be dissatisfied with the assessment pf the 
expense of filling the same and raising the grade thereof, as 
aforesaid, may, within three months after receiving notice of 
such assessment, make complaint to the county commissioners 
of the county of Middlesex. Said commissioners shall there- 
upon order a jury, who may revise such assessment, and the 
proceedings shall be carried on in the manner prescribed in 
chapter forty-three of the general statutes, in cases where 
persons are aggrieved by the assessment of damages, by the 
selectmen. If the assessment is reduced, the legal charges 
arising on such complaint shall be paid by the city, otherwise 
by the complainant. 

Sect. 5. Instead of making such complaint any person 
who shall be dissatisfied with the assessment upon him of the 
expense of filling the said territory, or any part of the same, 
and raising the grade thereof, as aforesaid, may give notice 
to the mayor and aldermen of the city wherein the same is 
situated, within sixty days after he receives notice of such 
assessment, that he objects to the same and elects to surrender 
his estate to said city ; and such owner shall thereupon convey 
the estate to said city. 

Sect. 6. If any person whose estate is conveyed under 
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the preceding section, agrees with the city upon the value Jf ° ^JJ£ e anrt 
thereof, excluding the benefit or advantage which has jjpon price, 
accrued from the filling or raising of the grade of said estate be paid 
and of said territory, the same shall be forthwith paid to him 
by the city. If any person shall not so agree he may, at any if they 
time within three months from the delivery of the deed con- Jo be™ 8 ' price 
veying such estate to the city, apply to the county com- £ jury? lned by 
inissioners, as provided in section four of this Act, for a jury 
to determine the value of said estate, excluding the benefit 
or advantage which has accrued from the filling or raising 
of the grade of said estate, and the proceedings shall be 
provided as in said section. The amount awarded by the 
jury shall be paid by the city, and if the amount is increased 
above the sum before offered by the city, all legal charges 
arising on such application shall be paid by the city, other- 
wise by the applicant. 

Sect. 7. Said cities may lay, or permit to be laid, railway JJf&^J track8 
tracks through their several streets and maintain or permit JJJJcte 1 the 
them to be maintained so long as necessary for transporting 
earth and other material to fill up the territory as herein 
provided. 

Sect. 8. All filling and grading done under this Act shall ? 11Un * I Vt l be 

, , .,, . n 6 £ B 5 , * ■ done within 

be done within five years trom the passage hereof, five years. 

Sect. 9. Said boards of mayor and aldermen shall, within sewersmaybe 

,j t ., c ,\ ,' •■• , . i • constructed. 

the limits or their respective cities, construct such sewers in 
the territory set forth in section one of this Act, as they shall 
•deem the public health and convenience require, and also a 
main sewer, which shall be built through, near to, or for the 
drainage of the territory described in section olie of this Act, 
and which shall discharge all drainage and sewage of the 
said territory by Bridge Street in Cambridge to a point in 
Charles River at or near to Cragie Bridge ; provided, how- Proviso, 
ever, that so much of such main sewer as lies between the 
Grand Junction Railroad and Bridge Street Bridge shall not 
be constructed more than forty feet from the line of Milk 
Street. 

Sect. 10. No sewer shall be constructed or maintained ^[Jjf ' 
by either of said cities having its outfall at any point in 
Miller's River above the outlet of Prison Point Bay. 

Sect. 11. Said main sewers shall be the common prop- Main sewers 

. t> i .-, . -i . , . . i t i ±t • •,! to be common 

erty of both said cities, to be used by them in common, with- property of 
out restriction in any manner or degree upon each other, and >oth cU e8 * 
shall be located and constructed within such time and in 
.such manner as the commissioners mentioned in section 
twelve of this Act shall direct. 

Sect. 12. Said cities shall pay all expenses of construct- S>iiortioneS b0 
ing and maintaining said main sewei-s, and all expenses of i>y 

commissioners 

the commission in this section provided for, in such propor- appointed by 
tions as shall be determined by a commission to consist of 
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three persons, who shall be appointed by the supreme judicial 
court, sitting as a full court in any county, at any time after 
the passage of this Act, upon the petition of the mayor of 
either of said cities, or of any person interested in the con- 
struction of the sewer mentioned in section nine of this Act, 
after such notice as the court or any justice thereof may 
Proviso. order , provided, however, that either of said cities shall have 

the same right of assessing a proportional part of any ex- 
penses paid by it for constructing said sewers, upon any 
persons, excepting the owners of that portion of the territory 
described in the first section of this Act which lies between 
the Grand Junction and Lowell Railroads, receiving benefit 
thereby for draining their lands in such city or otherwise, as 
it now has for constructing other main drains or common 
sewers in such city. 
ersto 1 ^ 81011 ' Sect. 13. Said commissioners shall be sworn to the faith- 
makTthSr 1 to ^ an( ^ i m P ar ti a l discharge of their duties, and shall then, 
award to the after due notice and hearing in such manner and amount as 
they shall deem just and equitable, apportion and assess upon 
said cities all expenses mentioned in, and incurred under, the 
preceding section, and shall determine what territory in each 
of said cities is benefited bv the construction of each of said 
main sewers, and what proportion of the cost thereof assessed 
by them on either of said cities may be assessed by such city 
on the territory benefited within its limits. They shall 
return their award into the supreme judicial court, sitting 
either for tl)e county of Middlesex or Suffolk, and when said 
award has been accepted by said court, the same shall be a 
final and conclusive adjudication of all matters herein referred 
to said commissioners, and shall be binding upon all parties* 
and said court may enforce the same by proper process. 

Sect. 14. This Act shall take effect upon its passage* 
(May 23, 1873.) 



An Act relating to the election of Overseers of the Poor in the city 
of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Se e p 8 oor 8 to be The qualified voters of the city of Cambridge at the first 

di e trft by annual meeting for the election of municipal officers after the 

passage of this Act, shall elect six persons to be overseers of 

the poor, two from the district comprising the first and fifth 

wards; two from the district comprising the second and 

fourth wards, and two from the district known as the third 

ward, as said wards are now constituted. The person receiv- 

ftw£?oyears C . e * n g the highest number, of votes in each district shall hold 

office for two years, and the other person elected shall hold 
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office for one year : provided, that in case the two persons 
elected from a district shall have the same number of votes, 
the person who is senior in age shall hold office for two years, 
and the other person shall hold office for one year and at 
every subsequent annual meeting for the choice of municipal 
officers, one person shall be elected overseer of the poor from 
each district to hold office for two years and until his suc- 
cessor is chosen and qualified. (June 4, 1873.) 



An Act to amend the charter of the city of Cambridge. 

Beit enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The city treasurer of the city of Cambridge Deputy 
may, as collector of taxes, appoint such deputy collectors of taxes may be 
taxes as he may, from time to time, deem expedient, who f^reafurer. 
shall give bonds for the faithful discharge of their duties in 
such sums as the board of aldermen of said city shall, from 
time to time, prescribe, and such deputies shall have the same 
powers as collectors of taxes of towns. 

Sect. 2. Said treasurer may, as collector of taxes, issue Treasurer may 
his warrants to the sheriff of the county, or his deputy, or fo^conectto? 8 
any of the constables of the city of Cambridge, returnable in of taxes * 
thirty days, requiring them to collect any or all taxes due, 
and such warrant shall be in substance the same, and confer 
the same and like powers as warrants issued by assessors to 
collectors. 

Sect. 3. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(June 6, 1873.) 



An Act to incorporate the Cambridge Improvement Company. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. James A. Woodbury, Solomon A. Woods, corporators. 
Sereno D. Nickerson, their associates and successors, are made 
a corporation by the name of the Cambridge Improvement 
Company, with all the powers and privileges, and subject to all Powers and 
the duties, liabilities, and restrictions set forth in general laws, 
which now are or hereafter may be in force relative to such 
corporations, and with power to purchase and hold, in fee 
simple or otherwise, all or any part of that tract of land and 
flats situated in Cambridge and bounded westerly by Third 
Street, easterly by the Commissioners' line on Charles River, 
southerly by Main Street and West Boston Bridge and north- 
erly by Cambridge and Bridge Streets. 
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whw^anS ' Sect. 2. Said corporation shall have power to sell and 

se/Zreafestate conve y> lease, mortgage, or otherwise dispose of said corporate 
property or any part thereof, and to manage, improve, fill, and 
grade the same, with authority to construct docks, wharves 
and buildings, and to lay out streets and passageways, and 
otherwise improve the same, as it shall be deemed expedient ; 
provided, however, that no canal shall be constructed within 
the territory of said corporation without the consent of the 

Proviso. city of Cambridge, and provided, further, that all authority 

granted by this Act to do any filling or build any structures 
in t^de-water is granted subject to the provisions of chapter 
four hundred and thirty-two of the Acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-nine. 

Capital stock Sect. 3. The capital stock of said corporation shall be 
s ares. g . x hundred thousand dollars, divided into snares of one hun- 
dred dollars each, with liberty to increase the said stock by 
vote of said corporation, from time to time, to an amount not 
exceeding one million dollars. 

Sect. 4. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(March 27, 1874.) 



Ax Act to amend " An Act for the abatement of a nuisance in the 
city of Cambridge, and for the preservation of the public health 
m said city." 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 
ment*of ° n Chapter three hundred and ninety-one of the Acts of the 

expenses? 1 for year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine is hereby amended by 
adding at the end of the third section of said Act the follow- 
ing words : " If the owner of any estate so assessed for such 
expenses desires to have the amount of said assessment appor- 
tioned, he shall give notice thereof in writing to the board of 
mayor and aldermen at any time before a demand is made 
upon him for the payment thereof, or at any time not exceed- 
ing thiity days after such demand, and said board shall there- 
upon apportion the said amount into five equal parts, which 
apportionment shall be certified to the assessors of said city ; 
and the said assessors shall each year for the five years then 
next ensuing, in addition to the annual tax on said estate, 
include in their warrant to the collector one of said equal 
parts, with the interest thereon from the date of said appor- 
tionment, which part shall be collected and the lien therefor 
enforced in the same manner with like charges for cost and 
interest, and with the same right in the collector to purchase 
such land in behalf of the city, as is provided by law for the 
collection of taxes upon real estate. Said city may assume the 
cost of raising to the required grade, such private ways or 
courts in said city, as have been or may be ordered to be filled 
to grade under the provisions of this Act." (April 9, 1874.) 
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.An Act to amend an Act for the abatement of a nuisance in the 
cities of Cambridge and Somerville, and for the preservation of 
the public health in said cities. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The first section of chapter three hundred Amendment to 
and four of the Acts of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and seventy-three is amended, by inserting after the word 
" south-west " in the fifth line, the words, " of a line parallel 
with and not more than one hundred feet distant north- 
eastwardly from the centre of the tracks." 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(April 15, 1874.) 



An Act to authorize a new bridge between Boston and Cambridge. 
Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The cities of Boston and Cambridge are Maybuim 
authorized to lay out, make, and maintain a new avenue from Boaton^anrt 6611 
Brattle Square in said Cambridge across Charles River to ua mbrit, s e - 
some point on Market Street in ward nineteen in said Boston* 
and to build and maintain a bridge across said river which 
shall be a part of said avenue. 

Sect. 2. Each of said cities may, within its own limits, Each city may 

take land 

take land for said avenue in the same manner as lands are within its own 
taken therein for laying out highways, with the same right to m 
all parties to appeal to a jury, and betterments may be assessed 
in each city as in the case of other ways. 

Sect. 3. Said bridge shall have a draw with a clear open- Draw to have 
ing of thirty-eight feet for the free passage of vessels, and Spenfngof 
the authority hereby given to build said bridge is given subject felt! y " elght 
to the provisions of chapter one hundred and forty-nine of the 
Acts of the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-six. 

Sect. 4. Each of said cities shall bear the expense of J^gfn^vfnue 
laying out, making, and maintaining that part of said avenue and 

• maintaining 

on its own side of the channel ; but the expense of making, draw, 
maintaining, and operating said draw shall be borne equally 
by said cities. And the care and management of said bridge 
and draw shall be vested in the board of commissioners pro- 
vided for in section six of chapter three hundred and two of 
the Acts of eighteen hundred and seventy. 

Sect. 5. This Act shall take effect upon its acceptance 
by the city councils of Boston and Cambridge. (April 15, 
1874.) 



An Act to authorize the city of Cambridge to construct and main- 
tain the tide gates across Alewife Brook. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Section 1. The city of Cambridge may construct and 
maintain self-acting tide gates, across Alewife Brook, at or 
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Cambridge 
may maintain 
self-acting tide 

5 ates across 
ilewife 
Brook. 

Proviso. 

Sewage not to 
be discharged 
into brook. 



near Broadway in the city of Somerville ; provided, however, 
in erecting such tide gates, such provision for the passage of 
fish shall be made as shall be satisfactoiy to the commission- 
ers on inland fisheries. 

Sect. 2. This Act shall not be construed to authorize the 
discharge of sewage into said brook. 

Sect. 3. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(April 24, 1874.) 



An Act to authorize the construction of a new bridge and avenue 
across the Charles River between Boston and Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 
5 08t S n ,5 nd Section 1. The cities of Boston and Cambridge are 

Cambridge _ . _ . .. l-iii 

may construct authorized, subject to the provisions ot the one hundred and 
and bridge. forty-ninth chapter of Acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
sixty-six, to construct a bridge and avenue as hereinafter 
% provided across Charles River from a point on Beacon Street, 
in Boston, to a point in Cambridge, west of the westerly line 
of the lands of the Boston and Albany Railroad. The loca- 
tion of said bridge and avenue shall be determined by the city 
councils of said cities, subject to the approval of the board of 
harbor commissioners, and subject, moreover, to this limitation, 
namely, that the line thereof shall not be north-east of a line 
drawn from the junction of Beacon Street and West Chester 
Park in Boston, to the junction of Front Street in said Cam- 
bridge, extended with said lands of the Boston and Albany 
Railroad ; nor south-west of a line from the junction of 
Beacon Street, Brookline Avenue, and Brighton Avenue in 
Boston, to Putnam Avenue, at its junction with said lands 
of the Boston and Albany Railroad in Cambridge. Said 
bridge shall have a draw with a clear opening of at least 
thirty-six feet in width for the passage of vessels. 

Sect. 2. Said bridge shall be firmly constructed of iron 
resting upon stone piers and abutments ; the piers and 
abutments to be of such size, shape, and construction, and 
be at such distances from each other as the harbor commis- 
sioners, upon application made by said cities upon such 
notice as said commissioners deem proper, and after a hearing 
thereon, shall determine and certify to each of said cities, 
and no piers shall be built except in accordance with such 
certificate. In making such determination and certificate, 
said commissioners shall have reference to the use of the 
river for pleasure-boating by row boats, as well as for other 
purposes. Said avenue within the harbor lines may be con- 
structed of solid filling, with the approval of said board of 
harbor commissioners. 



Bridge to be 
built of iron, 
with stone 
abutments. 
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Sect. 3. Each city may, within its own limits, purchase S^Vmff"* 7 
or otherwise take lands not exceeding one hundred feet in the purpose, 
width for said bridge and avenue, and all the proceedings 
relating to such taking shall be the same as in the case of 
land taken for highways within said cities respectively, with 
like remedies to all parties interested, and betterments may 
be assessed for the construction of said bridge and avenue in 
eachcity in like manner as for the laying out of highways 
under the betterment Acts in force in each city respectively, 
with like remedies to all parties interested. 

Sect. 4. Each of said cities shall bear the expense, ?*?truct£>ii 
including land damages, of constructing such part of said and land 

. daiuantes 

bridge and avenue as lies within its own limits ; excepting 
that the expense of constructing so much thereof, including 
the draw, as shall he between the harbor lines, shall be 
borne equally by both cities. And the care and management 
of said bridge and draw shall be vested in the board of 
commissioners provided for in section six of chapter three 
hundred and two, of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred 
and seventy. 

Sect. 5. Such bridge and avenue when completed shall SaFntenaSce 
be a public highway, and the expense of maintaining the ^^wo^me? 7 
bridge and draw, and keeping the bridge and draw in repair, equally. 
and affording all proper and necessary accommodation for 
the passage of vessels through the bridge by day or night, 
shall be borne equally by said cities, and said cities shall be 
jointly liable for all damage resulting from any defect or 
want of repair in said bridge or draw by carelessness or 
neglect in the care of said bridge and draw. , 

Sect. 6. Where said bridge and avenue cross the Boston Bridge to be 
and Albany Railroad, it shall be at such grade as will leave a aiwefracks 
clear opening of not less than eighteen feet above the tracks Albany*!?. 5? 
of said railroad as now laid, of sufficient width to permit the 
operation of a double track. The expense of the necessary 
and convenient abutments at such crossing and such retaining 
walls as may be required on said lands of said railroad shall 
be equitably apportioned by the board of railroad commis- 
sioners between said city of Cambridge and the Boston and 
Albany Railroad Company. 

Sect. 7. In order to decide what part of said avenue solid fining 
shall be maintained by both cities jointly in accordance with harbor 
the provisions of the fifth section of this Act, it is hereby to beHmit 1 ©/ 8 
determined that the line of solid filling authorized by the brid s e - 
board of harbor commissioners as provided in the second 
section of this Act, shall be the limit of the bridge. 

Sect. 8. This Act shall not authorize the construction of Sjjg^ 
any bridge which shall not have been begun within three ^^VrnT 6 
years, and completed within five years from its passage, completed 
This Act shall take effect upon its passage. (June 8, 1874.) years. 
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An Act to amend an Act to provide for the prevention and abate- 
ment of nuisances and the preservation of the public health, in 
the cities of Cambridge and Somerville. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 
Abatement of Chapter two hundred and ninety-nine of the Acts of 
preservation eighteen hundred and seventy-two is hereby amended, by 
Cambridge adding at the end of the fifth section of said Act the following 
1872 3omervllle words : — "If the owner of any estate within said city of 
Cambridge, so assessed for such expenses, desires to have the 
amount of such assessment apportioned, he shall give notice 
thereof in writing to the board of mayor and aldermfen of 
said city at any time before a demand is made upon him for 
the payment thereof, and said board shall thereupon appor- 
tion the said amount into five equal parts, which apportion- 
ment shall be certified to the assessors of the said city, and 
the said assessors shall each year for the five years then next 
ensuing in addition to the annual tax on said estate, include 
in the warrant to the collector one of said equal parts, with 
interest thereon from the date of said apportionment, which 
part, with interest thereon, shall be collected and the lien 
therefor enforced in the same manner, with like charges for 
cost and interest, and with the same right in the collector to 
purchase such lands and buildings in behalf of the city as is 
provided for by law for the collection of taxes on real estate. 
The city of Cambridge may assume the cost of raising to the 
required grade, such private ways or courts in said city, as 
have been or may be ordered to be filled to grade under the 
provisions of this Act." (Feb. 24, 1875.) 



"May issue 
.additional 
water ecri 
not exceeding 
$500,000. 



fit, 



An Act in addition to an Act to supply the city of Cambridge with 
pure water. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. To enlarge and extend the water works of 
the city of Cambridge, the city council of said city may issue 
scrip or bonds in addition to the scrip or bonds authorized by 
chapter one hundred and fifty-seven, of the Acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and seventy-two, to an amount not ex- 
ceeding five hundred thousand dollars, bearing interest not 
exceeding six per centum per annum, payable semi-annually, 
the principal to be payable at periods not more than twenty 
years from the issuing of such scrip or bonds ; and said city 
council may sell such scrip or bonds or any part thereof, 
from time to time, or pledge the same for money borrowed 
for the extension of said water works, on such terms and con- 
ditions as it may deem proper. 
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Sect. 2. Said city of Cambridge shall annually set apart ^SJ* 1 ^^ 
from the surplus receipts of said works, after deducting all 
expenses and charges of distribution, and if that should be 
insufficient, from money raised by taxation for the sinking 
fund now established for the redemption of its water bonds, 
a sum not less than three per centum of the par value of the 
then outstanding water bonds. 

Sect. 3. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(April 20, 1875.) 



An Act to provide a further supply of water for the city of Cam- 
bridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The city of Cambridge for the purpose of Cambridge t» 
supplying said city and the inhabitants thereof with pure with pure 
water, for the extinguishment of fires, for domestic, and other wa 
purposes, may take, hold, and convey into and through said JJJJ *££* 
city, the waters of Spy Pond, in the town of Arlington, and 
of Little Pond in the town of Belmont, and of Wellington 
Brook, in said Belmont, and the waters that flow into said 
ponds or brook, or either of them; may connect the same 
or any part thereof with Fresh Pond; and may take and 
hold by purchase or otherwise, such land on and around the 
margin of said' ponds, including Fresh Pond, not exceeding 
five rods in width, as may be necessary for the preservation 
and purity of said waters, and may also take and hold in 
like manner such lands as may be necessary for erecting 
and maintaining dams and reservoirs, and for laying and 
maintaining conduits, pipes, drains, and other works for col- 
lecting, conducting, and distributing said waters into and 
through said city, either by the way of Fresh Pond or 
otherwise ; provided, however, that said city shall not hereby Proviso, 
acquire any right to take ice from either of said ponds, or to 
take land upon which any building or machinery is now 
erected, or which is used in connection with such building or 
machinery for the purpose of storing ice or for convenience 
in cutting, storing, and moving ice, without the consent of 
the owner of said land and buildings or machinery, and shall 
not obstruct by ditches, buildings, or other structures, the 
rights of such owners in the cutting, storing, and removing 
of ice, except so far as the same shall result from the raising 
or lowering of the surface of the water of said ponds, or 
either of them, and except so far as is necessary for the 
preservation of the purity of the waters of said ponds ; but 
nothing in this Act shall be construed to give additional 
rights to said city to lower the surface of said Fresh Pond 
below the point now authorized by law. 
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re^stryof Sect. 2. Said city by its mayor shall, within sixty days 

jjeeds a after taking any lands for the purposes of tins Act, file in the 

the land taken, registry of deeds of the county and district in which such 
land lies, a description of the land so taken as certain as is 
required in a common conveyance of land, 
aque.hicts an. i Sect. 3. Said city for the purposes aforesaid, may build 
reservoirs aqueducts and maintain the same by any works suitable 
therefor; may erect and maintain dams; may make and 
maintain suitable reservoirs; may make and establish such 
public fountains and hydrants as may, from time to time, be 
deemed proper, and may change or discontinue the same ; may 
regulate the use of water, and establish the price or rents to 
be paid therefor, and collect the same by process of law. 
Said city may also, for the purposes aforesaid, carry its pipes 
and drains over or under any water-course, street, railroad, 
highway, or other way, in such manner as not to obstruct the 
same ; and may enter upon and dig up such road, street, or 
way, for the purpose of laying down, maintaining, or repair- 
ing pipes or drains, and may do any other thing necessary 
and proper in executing the purposes of this Act. 
Roa.is entered Sect. 4. If said city enters upon and digs up, for the 

upon in other e . j jj_j i* t_ • x • l 

towns to be purposes aforesaid, any road, street, or way, which is outside 
dSrection oV be of the limits of said city, it shall do so under the direction of 
4&e selectmen. ^ ne se i ec t me n of the town in which said road, street, or way 
is located, and shall restore said road, street, or way to as 
good order and condition as it was in before such digging 
was commenced ; and the work shall be done in such manner, 
and with such care, as not to render any road, street, or way 
in which such pipes are laid unsafe, or unnecessarily incon- 
venient to the public travel thereon. Said city shall, at all 
times, indemnify and save harmless any such town which is 
liable to keep in repair any road, street, or way aforesaid, 
against all damages which may be recovered against it, and 
shall reimburse to it all expense which it shall reasonably 
incur by reason of any defect or want of repair in such road, 
street, or way caused by the maintenance, repairing, or re- 
placing of said pipes, or by reason of any injury to persons 
or property caused by any defect or want of repair in any 
such pipes ; provided, that said city has notice of any claim 
or suit of such damage or injury, and an opportunity to 
assume the defence thereof. 
St al for tyof Sect. 5. Said city shall be liable to pay all damages 

damages. sustained by any persons or corporations by the taking of, 
or injury to, any of their land, water, water rights, rights of 
way or property, or by the constructing of any aqueduct, 
reservoir, or other works, for the purposes aforesaid. If any 
person or corporation sustaining damages as aforesaid cannot 
agree with said city upon the amount of said damages, he 
may, within three years of such taking or construction, have 



SPECIAL LAWS. Ill 

them assessed in the same manner as is provided by law with 
respect to land taken for highways. 

Sect. 6. All the rights, power, and authority given to rowers to i>e 
the city of Cambridge by this Act shall be exercised by said thecityor y 
city, subject to all duties, liabilities, and restrictions herein it8 agenfc8 - 
contained, in such manner and by such agents, officers, and 
servants, as the city council shall, from time to time, ordain, 
direct, and appoint. 

Sect. 7. Whoever wantonly or maliciously diverts the Penalty for 
water, or any part thereof taken or held by said city pursuant water, of 
to the provisions of this Act, or corrupts the same, or renders fmplfre ? g u 
it impure, or destroys or injures any dam, aqueduct, pipe, 
conduit, hydrant, machinery, or other works or property held, 
owned, or used by said city, under the authority and for the 
purposes of this Act, shall forfeit and pay to said city three 
times the amount of the damages assessed therefor, to be 
recovered in any action of tort ; and on conviction of either 
of the wanton or malicious acts aforesaid, may also be pun- • 
ished by fine not exceeding three hundred dollars, or by 
imprisonment not exceeding one year in the house of correc- 
tion in said county of Middlesex. 

Sect. 8. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(May 1, 1875.) 



An Act in addition to an Act for the abatement of a nuisance in the 
cities of Cambridge and Somerville, and for the preservation of 
the Public Health in said cities. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The boards of mayor and aldermen of the Main sewer to 
cities of Cambridge and Somerville, by concurrent action, to thedeep d 
shall, within two years from the passage of this Act, extend ^f a cha C rieT nel 
the main sewer constructed under the provisions of chapter River - 
three hundred and four, of the Acts of the year eighteen hun- 
dred and seventy-three, in the cities of Cambiidge and Som- 
erville, from its present terminus at the commissioners' line 
on Charles River towards or into the deep water channel of 
said river; the expense thereof to be borne by said cities 
respectively in the same proportions as the expense of said 
main sewer is borne. 

SpCT. 2. The work hereby authorized shall not be com- pians to be 
menced until the plans thereof are approved by the harbor harbor com- y 

Commissioners. misaioners. 

Sect. 3. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(May 8, 1875). 
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An Act concerning the overseers of the poor of the city of Cam- 



bridge. 
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Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The city council of the city of Cambridge 
shall, in the month of April of the current year, in joint con- 
vention, elect by ballot five persons, one at least from among 
the residents of each of the present representative districts of 
said city, to be overseers of the poor in said city, one person 
for one year, one person for two years, one person for three 
years, one person for four years, and one person for five 
years ; and said council shall annually thereafter, in the 
month of April in like manner, elect one person to serve for 
five years. These persons so chosen shall, together with the 
mayor, who shall ex-officio be chairman of the board, constitute 
the board of overseers of the poor in said city of Cambridge. 

Sect. 2. The members of said board shall enter upon 
their duties on the first Monday of May next after their 
election, and hold office until others are elected and qualified 
in their stead ; vacancies from any cause shall forthwith be 
filled by the city council in the same manner, and the person 
elected to fill any vacancy shall hold office during the unex- 
pired term of the member who has ceased to hold office and 
until another is chosen and qualified in his stead. 

Sect. 3. Said board shall annually on the first Monday 
of May meet and organize and choose such subordinate offi- 
cers and agents as they may deem expedient, and define their 
duties and fix their salaries, but no member of the board shall 
be eligible to be chosen by said board to any position of 
emolument. 

Sect. 4. Said overseers shall render such accounts and 
reports of their expenditures, acts; and doings as may be 
required by tlte city council. 

Sect. 5. The present overseers of the poor in the city of 
Cambridge shall hold office until others are elected and quali- 
fied under the provisions of this Act and no longer. 

Sect. 6. All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent with this 
Act are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 7. This Act shall take effect upon its acceptance 
by the city council of the city of Cambridge, by concurrent 
vote ; provided, the same shall be accepted within sixty days, 
from the date of its passage. (March 10, 1877.) 
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An Act concerning the treasurer and collector of the city of Cam- 
bridge. • 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The treasurer and collector of the city °f amoved from 
Cambridge may be removed from office a^ any time for suffi- office by city 
cient cause, by the mayor with the consent and approval of L 
three-fourths of all the members of each branch of the city 
council, upon a yea and nay vote. The city council shall in successor to 
convention by joint ballot elect a successor to any treasurer city councn. 7 
and collector thus removed, and the collector thus chosen 
shall complete the collection of all taxes and assessments 
which were committed to the former collector, and all 
proceedings in such collection shall be conducted in the 
same manner as is provided by law in the case of a death of 
a collector. 

Sect. 2. All fees, charges, and commissions of every kind 2now&ib 
and description allowed by law for the collection of taxes, law for 
betterments, rates, and assessments of every kind to any taxes, etc., to 
person or persons authorized to collect the same upon any city treasury. 
warrant or other command hereafter directed to the treasurer 
and collector of the city of Cambridge in his capacity as treas- 
urer or collector or as both treasurer and collector, shall be 
collected and paid into the treasury of said city, and shall be 
the property of said city. The city may pay to such person compensation, 
such compensation for his services as the city council shall 
from time to time determine. 

Sect. 3. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(March 30, 1878.) 



An Act relating to the election of assessors and assistant assessors 
in the city of Cambridge. (Kejected Nov. 4, 1879.) 



An Act in addition to the Acts for the purpose of supplying the city 
of Boston with pure water. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. For the purpose of supplying water to its May maintain 
inhabitants, the city of Boston is hereby authorized by and pipes through 
through the agency of the Boston Water Board to lay and Boston, 
maintain new main pipes from its reservoir constructed under 
the provisions of chapter one hundred arid thirty-one, of the 
Acts of the year eighteen hundred and sixty-five, through the 
town of Brookline to the city of Boston, in the manner pro- 
vided in chapter one hundred and sixty-seven, of the Acts of 



114 



SPECIAL LAWS. 



May enter 
upon and <Hg 
up roads. 



Subject to 
regulations of 
.selectmen of 
Brookline. 



May lay and 
maintain pipes 
through 
Cambridge, 
SomerviUe, 
and Medford. 



Streets to be 
restored to 
same order 
and condition 
as when 
digging 
commenced. 



the year eighteen hundred and forty-six ; and for this purpose 
may take and hold by purchase or otherwise any lands or real 
estate necessary therefor ; and lay said pipes over or under any 
water course or any streets, turnpike roads, railroads, high- 
ways, or other ways, in such manner as not to unnecessarily 
obstruct or impede the travel thereon ; and may enter upon 
and dig up any such roads, streets, or ways, for the purpose 
of laying down said pipes beneath the surface thereof, and for 
maintaining and repairing the same ; but always in such man- 
ner and with such care as not to render the roads, streets, and 
ways unnecessarily unsafe or inconvenient to the public 
travel thereon. And said city of Boston in performing said 
works, shall be subject to such reasonable regulations as to 
time, place, and manner of digging up any streets or ways of 
public travel for the purposes aforesaid and the laying of said 
pipes as shall be made by the selectmen of the town of Brook- 
line, within the limits of said town for the protection of their 
rights of drainage and sewerage therein and the public rights 
of passage thereon. 

Sect. 2. For the purpose aforesaid the city ot Boston is 
likewise authorized, through the agency of the Boston Water 
Board, to lay and maintain a main pipe from any point on 
pipes authorized by the foregoing section through the cities of 
Cambridge and SomerviUe and the towns of Brookline and 
Medford to the Mystic pumping station, so called, in the city 
of SomerviUe, and for this purpose shall have all the powers 
specified in the foregoing section, and shall be subject to such 
reasonable regulations of the city councils of the cities of 
Cambridge and SomerviUe and the selectmen of the towns of 
Medford and Brookline within their respective limits as may 
by the foregoing section bs made by the selectmen of the 
town of Brookline. Said city of Boston shall not displace 
any public sewer or water pipe without the assent of the said 
city councils and boards of selectmen respectively. 

Sec?. 3. Whenever the city of Boston shall dig up any 
street or way as aforesaid, it shall restore the same to as 
good order and condition as the same shall be in when such 
digging commenced ; and the city of Boston shall at all times 
indemnify and save harmless the cities of Cambridge and 
SomerviUe, and the towns of Medford and Brookline against 
all . damage which may be recovered against them, respect- 
ively ; and shall reimburse to them, respectively, all expenses 
which they shall incur by reason of any defect or want of 
repair in any street or way, caused by the construction of said 
aqueduct or the laying of said pipes, or by the maintaining 
or repairing of the same ; provided, that the city of Boston 
shall have due and • reasonable notice of all claims for such 
damages or injury, and opportunity to make a legal defence 
thereto. 
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Sect. 4. The city of Boston shall be liable to pay all 5£ma3es. f0P 
damages that shall be sustained by any persons in their prop- 
erty by the taking of any land or real estate, or the laying of 
said pipes as aforesaid ; and any person sustaining damage as 
aforesaid may have the same ascertained, determined, col- 
lected, and paid in the manner as is provided in sections six, 
seven, and eight of chapter one hundred and sixty-seven, of 
the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and forty-six. 

Sect. 5. Upon requisition by the respective city councils £ y ^biiBhed. 
of the cities of Cambridge and Somerville, and the respective 
boards of selectmen of the towns of Medford and Brookline, 
prior to the laying of the said aqueduct and pipes through 
their respective limits, the city of Boston shall insert a 
number of hydrants in said pipes at points not less than one 
thousand feet apart, to be used for extinguishing fires, free 
of charge, and for no other purpose ; and said several cities 
and towns shall pay to the city of Boston the expense of 
inserting and keeping in repair such hydrants as shall have 
been so inserted, upon their requisitions aforesaid within 
their respective limits. 

Sect. 6. The city of Boston is also authorized, if the May een^water 
Boston Water Board shall be of opinion that the supply of 
water is sufficient for the purpose, to sell water to the city of 
Cambridge, when conducted through the main pipes laid by 
virtue of the provisions of section two of this Act, upon such 
terms as may be agreed upon by the city council of the city 
of Cambridge, and said Boston Water Board. 

Sect. 7. This Act shall take effect upon its acceptance by 2£jepteii<»by 
the city council of the city of Boston ; but the powers con- city council, 
ferred by section one of this Act may be exercised without 
any obligation on the part of said city to exercise the powers 
conferred by section two. (March 19, 1880.) 



An Act to amend chapter one hundred and sixty-five, of the Acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five, relating to a 
further supply of water for the city of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : 

Section 1. So much of chapter one hundred and sixty- cambridL°to 
five, of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-five, around 
as authorizes the city of Cambridge to take such land around margin of spy 
the margin of Spy Pond, not exceeding five rods in width, repealed, 
as may be necessaiy for the preservation and purity of the 
water of said pond, is hereby repealed ; provided, however, Proviso, 
that this Act shall not affect any right already accrued 
under any former taking of land upon the margin of said 
pond under said Act ; and provided, further, that this Act 



116 

Proviso. 



SPECIAL LAWS. 



shall not, in any way, affect any other provisions of said Act. 
Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage* 
(April 7, 1880.) 



Part of town 
of Belmont 
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An Act to annex part of the town of Belmont to the city of 
Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Section. 1. All that part of the town of Belmont con- 
tained within the line described as follows : Beginning at a 
point where the dividing line between Cambridge and Belmont 
intersects the dividing line between Belmont and Water- 
town ; thence running in a north-westerly direction on said 
dividing line between Belmont and Watertown one thousand 
nine hundred and ninety-five feet; thence turning and 
running in a northerly direction about four thousand 
three hundred and fifty feet to the north-westerly side of 
Washington Street at a point five hundred and ninety feet 
easterly of the easterly line of Grove Street, produced, as 
measured on said line of Washington Street ; thence turning 
and running northerly on the westerly side of Washington 
Street to Concord Avenue ; thence running in the same 
northerly direction on the westerly side of Brighton Street to 
the northerly side of Wellington Brook ; thence turning and 
running in a north-easterly direction in a straight line to 
the point where the said line of Wellington Brook strikes 
the location of the Fitchburg Railroad Company on the 
westerly side of the culvert ; thence turning and running a 
little more northerly about two thousand two hundred and 
sixty feet to a point in the dividing line between Belmont 
and Arlington, which is two thousand seven hundred and 
thirty feet as measured on said last dividing line from the 
town bound at the junction of Alewife Brook and Little 
River ; thence turning and running south-easterly on said . 
last dividing line to the town bound last above mentioned; 
thence turning and running in a general westerly and south- 
erly direction on the present dividing line between Cam- 
bridge and Belmont to the point of beginning, — excepting 
and excluding, however, such portion of the above-described 
territory as is included within the present fences of the 
town cemetery, — - with all the inhabitants and estates 
therein, is hereby set off from the town of Belmont and 
annexed to the city of Cambridge, and, until a new divison 
of wards in said city, shall be and constitute a part of the 
first ward thereof. 

Sect. 2. The inhabitants and estates within the territoiy 
hereby set off and the owners of such estates shall be holden 
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to pay all taxes assessed and in arrears to the same persons, Taxes to be 

assessed and 

and such taxes may be collected in the same manner as if collected as 
this Act had not been passed ; and until the next State nouleen ct a 
valuation the city of Cambridge shall annually in the month pa88ed * 
of November pay to the town of Belmont three-twentieths 
of all State and county taxes that shall be assessed upon 
Belmont. 

Sect. 3. All paupers who have gained a settlement in the settlement of 
said town of Belmont by a settlement gained or derived 
within said territory shall be relieved or supported by the 
city of Cambridge in the same manner as if they had a legal 
settlement in Cambridge. 

Sect. 4. The inhabitants of the territory hereby set off ^JSnty °state 
shall continue to be a pait of Belmont for the purpose of a™ 1 national ' 
electing State and county officers, members of the executive 
council, senators, and representatives to the general court, 
electors of president and vice-president of the United States, 
and representative to Congress, until the next decennial 
•census or until another apportionment is made ; and the 
mayor and aldermen of Cambridge shall make a true list of 
the persons residing in said district qualified to vote in such 
elections, post up the same in said territory, correct the 
same as is required by law, and deliver the same to the town 
of Belmont seven days at least before any such election ; and 
the same shall be used by the selectmen of Belmont for such 
elections in the same manner as if it had been prepared by 
the said selectmen. 

Sect. 5. The power to alter, straighten, widen, repair, and Hi « hwa y 8 - 
grade all county and town ways existing in the territory 
hereby annexed, shall be vested in the city council of Cam- 
bridge. 

Sect. 6. The town of Belmont shall have the right to con- P« bllc sewers, 
nect any of its public sewers with any sewer constructed by 
the city of Cambridge within the territory hereby annexed, 
upon first paying to said city a just compensation therefor, to be 
determined after due notice and hearing, by the county com- 
missioners of the county of Middlesex ; provided, that any Proviso, 
such connection shall be made under the direction of said 
oity, and the use of any sewer thus connected shall be sub- 
ject to such reasonable rules and regulations, except as to 
Assessments, as may be made by the city council of said 
city. 

Sect. 7. The city of Cambridge shall pay to the town of city of 
Belmont the fair market value of the town school-house, pa^Beimont 
with the land connected therewith as a school yard, situated school-house, 
within the territory hereby annexed, and said city shall also 
take the town school-house building nearest to said territory. 
If the said city and town cannot agree upon the sum to be 
paid therefor, the damages shall be determined and paid in 
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the manner provided by law in the* case of land taken for 
highways. 

Sect. 8. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(April 19, 1880.) 
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An Act to incorporate the Charles Kiver Embankment Company. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. Isaac Pratt, Jr., Frederick L. Ames, William 
E. Coffin, Charles Davenport, Marietta G. Allen, John 
Goldthwait, Matilde C. Allen, and Harriett A. Porter, their 
associates and successors, are hereby made a corporation by 
the name of " The Charles River Embankment Company," 
to be established in the city of Boston, with all the powers 
and privileges, and subject to all the duties, restrictions, and 
liabilities set forth in all general laws which now are or here- 
after may be in force relating to all similar corporations 
organized under the general laws of this Commonwealth, 
except so far as otherwise provided by this Act. 

Sect. 2. Said corporation is authorized to buy and hold 
any or all of the land and flats in the city of Cambridge 
within the boundaries hereinafter mentioned, for the puipose 
of improving the same by building a public esplanade two 
hundred feet wide along the water front thereof, and by fill- 
ing to established grades, of building thereon, and of selling 
or otherwise disposing of the remainder of said territory for 
its benefits. Said corporation is further authorized, at any 
time within two years from the passage of this Act, to take 
and hold by purchase or otherwise, as hereinafter provided,, 
as much of said land and flats not now owned by said per- 
sons named in Section 1 of this Act, as may be necessary to- 
complete said esplanade along the water line of the same from 
West Boston Bridge easterly to the Grand Junction Railroad 
bridge westerly ; said land and flats are bounded as follows : 
northerly by the location of the Grand Junction Railroad; 
easterly by Main Street and West Boston Bridge; and 
southerly by a line beginning at the point marked A of the 
harbor line established by chapter one hundred and seventy, 
of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred eighty on the 
Cambridge side of Charles River, said point being marked by 
a copper tack through an iron plate on the northerly side of 
West Boston Bridge, thence running south-westerly on a curve 
of nine hundred fifty-one and thirty-four one-hundredths feet 
radius, tangent at point A to the said harbor line for a dis- 
tance of five hundred and three and one one-hundredth feet, 
thence continuing south-westerly on a straight line tangent 
to said curve, and about one hundred feet southerly of said 
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harbor line, for a distance of six thousand eight hundred 
thirty-eight and nineteen one-hundredths feet, thence westerly 
on a curve of twelve hundred feet radius, tangent to the last- 
named line for a distance of four hundred ninety-six and 
ninety -seven one-hundreths feet, thence westerly in a straight 
line tangent to the last-named curve to the Grand Junction 
Railroad Bridge. 

Sect. 3. Said corporation shall, within sixty days from Description of 

land t&Ken t^o 

the time it takes any land otherwise than by purchase, file in be «ie<i in 
the office of the registry of deeds of the southern district of the Seelisf y ° f 
county of Middlesex, a description of each parcel of land so 
taken, as certain as is required in a common conveyance of 
land, together with a statement of the purpose for which the 
lands are taken, which description and statement shall be 
signed by the president of the corporation. 

Sect. 4. When any land shali be taken under the pro- Liability for 
visions of this Act, said corporation shall pay all the damages 
occasioned thereby ; and said damages shall, in case the par- 
ties fail to agree upon the same, be determined and recovered 
in the manner provided in the General Laws in respect to 
land and real estate taken by railroad corporations for the 
location and making of their railroads, or for depot and 
station purposes. 

Sect. 5. Said corporation may, subject to the provisions May ah land 
of General Laws, fill and occupy in the manner and for the tide*watei% 
purposes set forth in the second section of this Act, the land 
now covered by tide-water which said corporation shall ac- 
quire under the provisions of this Act ; provided, that said £°^ uild 8ea 
corporation shall build a substantial sea wall on the water 
line of said described territory, and shall construct and ap- 
propriate to public use, as an esplanade or park way, a strip 
on said water line two hundred feet wide and extending from 
West Boston Bridge to said Grand Junction Railroad Bridge ; 
and provided, further, that within three years from the pas- 
sage of this Act, said corporation shall have completed one 
thousand feet in length of said sea wall, and shall have depos- 
ited on said described territory not less than three hundred 
thousand cubic yards of earth dredged from Charles River 
basin in such localities, and to such depths as the harbor and 
land commissioners shall prescribe; and provided, further, 
that said sea wall and the filling of said territory shall be To be 
completed within ten years from the passage of this Act. within ten 
Said corporation may transfer to the city of Cambridge the ff ar8 * 
strip two hundred feet wide on said water line to be appro- strip on. water 
priated to public use as herein provided ; and said city of Cambridge. 
Cambridge may accept and thereafter maintain the same for 
public use as aforesaid. 

Sect. 6. The capital stock of said corporation shall not be Jjfj'JJ^JJ* 
less than five hundred thousand dollars, and may be increased 
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to not exceeding two millions of dollars, as may be necessary, 
from time to time, by vote of the corporation , and shall be 
divided into shares of a par value not exceeding one hundred 
dollars each ; but said corporation shall not buy or take any 
land or commence the transaction of business until the whole 
amount of the capital stock as then fixed shall have been paid 
in, in cash, agreeably to the provisions of the General Laws 
relative to corporations organized under the laws of the 
Commonwealth, and a certificate thereof filed in the office of 
the secretary of the Commonwealth, as required by section 
thirty-two of chapter two hundred and twenty-four of the 
Acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy. 

Sect. 7. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(April 21, 1881.) 
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Proviso 



An Act concerning Alewife Brook and certain sewers in Cambridge 
and Somerville. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Section 1. The city of Cambridge shall construct an 
intercepting sewer of sufficient capacity, and by means 
thereof shall conduct the sewage of the Concord Avenue, 
Spruce Street, and North Avenue sewers in said city, and of 
any sewer at any time discharging into either of said sewers 
or into said intercepting sewer, to some convenient spot upon 
the poor farm in said city ; shall there construct a storage 
basin for the temporary deposit of such sewage, and, by 
means of pumps or otherwise, shall raise such sewage to a 
sufficient height to discharge the same by the means of a 
connecting sewer at a convenient point in the sewer in New- 
bury Street, in the city of Somerville ; shall construct such 
connecting sewer, and shall so discharge the said sewage, for 
the term of five years from the first day of September next, 
the connection with the said Somerville sewer to be made on 
or before said first day of September ; provided, that during 
repairs upon any Somerville sewer into which the Cambridge 
sewage shall be so discharged, pumping shall be discontin- 
ued, if the city engineer of Somerville shall so request of 
the city of Cambridge ; and shall also be discontinued during 
any sudden and violent shower, storm, or unusually high 
tide, if reasonably necessary, but the city of Cambridge may, 
during any such discontinuance, discharge its sewage into 
Alewife Brook ; provided, however, that if this method of 
disposing of said sewage be adjudged impracticable, as herein- 
after provided, then the obligation imposed by this section 
shall be void ; and provided, further, that whenever the city 
of Cambridge shall adopt and carry into active operation any 



SPECIAL LAWS. 121 

other method of disposing of the sewage of its sewers above 
named and sewers at any time discharging therein than by a 
discharge into Alewife Brook, the obligation imposed by this 
section shall be void. 

Sect. 2. For the purposes named in the preceding section, city council of 
the city council of Cambridge shall have the same right to £aj tSnSud 
take private land in Somerville as it now has to take lands ln » omer v m e. 
for sewers in Cambridge, and all the proceedings of such 
taking shall be conducted in the same manner as though 
such lands were in Cambridge, and all persons and corpora- 
tions suffering damage in their property by reason of such 
taking shall have the same rights and remedies for ascertain- 
ing and recovering the amount of such damage as in the case 
of land taken for sewers in Cambridge. 

Sect. 3. If at any time after the construction of the works If method of 
required by the first section hereof and actual trial thereof, sewage 1 }? ° 
that method of disposing of said sewage be deemed by the impracticable 
State board of health, lunacy, and charity, after such notice ©? health? etc?, 
and hearing as said board may order, impracticable without bevoM. on to 
great and unreasonable expense, then the obligation imposed 
by the first section hereof shall be void. 

Sect. 4. After the expiration of five years from the first to i>e 
day of September next the city of Cambridge may, at its after tive Ued 
option, continue or discontinue the works prescribed in the wlthconSeSt 
first section hereof; said continuance, however, to be for a of s °mervine. 
term of five years and no more, except with the consent of 
the city of Somerville, and subject to the same conditions as 
the original term. 

Sect. 5. So long as the city of Cambridge discharges its Cambridge to 
sewage into the sewer of Somerville in the manner herein- iomerviiie 

Al AAA 

before prescribed, it shall pay annually to the city of Somer- annually, 
ville, upon the first day of September, the first payment to 
be made on the first day of September, A. D. eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty-two, the sum of one thousand dollars, and 
in the same ratio for any part of a year, and during the same 
period shall dispose of the sewage and storm water of the 
city of Somerville emptying into any sewer of Cambridge 
under the provisions of this Act, in the same manner that it 
disposes of its own sewage and storm water in the same 
sewers, and without any cost or charge to the city of Som- 
erville. 

Sect. 6. The city of Somerville, for the purposes of drain- ^rfto?"?" of 
ing the following-described territory situated in Somerville, somerville to 
namely : Commencing at a point on the boundaiy line be- connecting y 
tween Cambridge and Somerville, distant one hundred and Cambridge? in 
sixty-eight feet south-easterly from a stone bound marking 
said boundary line and numbered twenty-two ; thence run- 
ning south-eastwardly by said boundary line to the south- 
easterly line of Meacham Street ; thence turning and running 



122 SPECIAL LAWS. 

north-eastwardly .by said south-easterly line of Meacham 
Street to the Middlesex Central Railroad ; thence continuing 
in the same direction and crossing said railroad to a point 
one hundred feet south-westerly from the south-westerly line 
of Holland Street; thence turning and running north-west- 
wardly by a line parallel with said south-westerly line of 
Holland Street, and one hundred feet distant therefrom to 
the south-easterly line of Elmwood Street; thence turning 
and running south-westwardly by said south-easterly line of 
Elmwood Street to a point in line with the prolongation of 
the south-westerly line of Mead Street ; thence turning and 
running north-westwardly by said south-westerly line of Mead 
Street prolonged, crossing Elmwood Street and Cameron 
Avenue, and by the said south-westerly line of Mead Street 
to the north-westerly line of Moore Street ; thence in the 
same direction crossing Newbury Street and Clarendon 
Avenue to the land owned by the city of Cambridge ; thence 
south-westwardly by said land of the city of Cambridge to 
the point of beginning, * — may connect any sewer upon 
city council of such territory with any sewer in Cambridge, and for that 
m°ay e takefand purpose the city council of Somerville shall have the same 
in Cambridge, j^gj^ ^ take private land in Cambridge as it now has to take 
land for sewers in Somerville, and all the proceedings of such 
taking shall be conducted in the same manner as though 
such land were in Somerville, and all persons and corpora- 
tions suffering damage in their property by reason of such 
taking shall have the same rights and remedies for ascertain- 
ing and recovering the amount of such damage as in the ca6e 
of land taken for sewers in Somerville. 
Sfterupon 11 * 7 Sect. 7. Each of the said cities may, for the purposes of 
and dig up this Act, carry its pipes and drains under any street, rail- 
road, highway, or other way, in such manner as not to un- 
necessarily obstruct the same, and may enter upon and dig 
up such street, railroad, highway, or other way for the pur- 
pose of laying, maintaining, and repairing any such pipes and 
drains, and may do any other things necessary or proper in 
executing the purposes of this Act; but, whenever, either 
of said cities enters upon or digs up for such purposes, 
any road, street or way which is outside its own territorial 
limits, it shall be subject to such reasonable regulations as 
may be prescribed by the mayor and aldermen of the city 
wherein such street or way may be located, and shall restore 
said road, street, or way to as good order and condition as it 
was in before such digging was commenced ; shall perform 
the work in such manner and with such care as not to render 
any road, street, or way, in wnich such pipes are laid, unsafe, or 
unnecessarily inconvenient to the public travel thereon ; and 
Liability for shall, at all times, indemnify and save harmless any city which 
ainages. . g ^^[q j. q k ee p i n repair any road, street, or way aforesaid, 
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against all damages which may be recovered against it, and 
shall reimburse to it all expense which it shall reasonably 
incur by reason of any defect or want of repair in such road, 
street, or way caused by the maintenance, repair, or replacing 
of said pipes, or by reason of any injury to persons or prop- 
erty caused by any defect or want of repair in any such pipes ; 
provided, that such city has notice of any claim or suit for Proviso, 
such damage or injury, and an opportunity to assume the 
defence thereof. Either city shall have the right to use, with- 
out compensation, any sewer built under this Act within its 
own territorial limits. 

Sect. 8. Whenever the city of Cambridge lawfully ceases when 
to discharge sewage into the sewer of the city of Somerville, ceases to 
in the manner prescribed by the first section hereof, the city Mwage g ° 
of Somerville shall cease to discharge its sewers into the shajfceasL 
sewers of the city of Cambridge, as provided in the sixth 
section hereof . 

Sect. 9. No person or corporation, public or private, sewage not 
shall, after the first day of September next, discharge, or cause discharged 
to be discharged, either directly or indirectly, into Alewife a ^r b sep£ 1, 
Brook, any drainage, refuse, or polluting matter of such 188L 
quality and quantity, as either by itself or in connection with 
other matter shall corrupt the waters of said brook, or tend 
to make the brook a nuisance deleterious to public health ; 
provided, however, that this prohibition shall not extend to Proviso, 
the sewage from the sewers named in the first section hereof, 
nor to sewage from lands now emptying sewage into said 
brook, in case the method therein prescribed for disposing of 
the same be deemed impracticable as aforesaid by the State 
board of health, lunacy, and charity ; but this proviso shall 
not be construed to give to the city of Cambridge, or any per- 
son or corporation, any right in addition to what it has at the 
date of the passage of this Act, if any, to drain into said brook. 

Sect. 10. Nothing herein contained shall be construed* to Not prohibited 
prevent the city of Cambridge from discharging the storm- discharging 
water of its sewers, including those named in the first section int™rook? rs 
hereof, into said brook, nor to destroy or impair prescriptive 
rights of drainage or discharge to the extent to which they 
lawfully exist at the date of the passage of this Act ; and 
nothing in this Act contained shall be construed to authorize 
the pollution of the waters of said brook in any manner now 
contrary to law. 

Sect. 11. The mayor and aldermen of Cambridge may Drainage into 
permit any person owning lands in Cambridge now draining Brookfmay d* 
into Alewife Brook to drain such lands, or any part thereof, ^ e e r g n in 
into either of the sewers in Cambridge named in the first Cambridge, 
section hereof, upon such terms and conditions as they may 
prescribe. If, within seven days after application to them, the 
mayor and aldermen do not grant to any such person per- 
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mission thus to drain, or if such person be dissatisfied with 
the terms and conditions prescribed by the mayor and alder- 
men, he may appeal to the State board of health, lunacy, and 
charity ; which board after such notice as it may order, and 
a hearing, shall decide whether such person may enter either 
of the sewers, and what sum, either in gross or at stated 
periods, he shall pay to Cambridge therefor, and what other 
terms and conditions, if any, shall be imposed upon said 
entry, which decision shall be binding and final upon all 
parties. 

Sect. 12. Whenever a violation of any of the provisions 
of this Act affecting the public health or the water supply of 
any city is committed, the State board of health, lunacy, and 
charity, may, if in its judgment the public health requires, 
order any person or corporation, public or private, to cease 
and desist from such violation, and to remedy the pollution 
or to cleanse or purify the polluting substances in such a 
manner and to such a degree that they shall be no longer 
deleterious to the public health before being cast or allowed 
to flow into said brook ; provided, that before making such 
order the said board shall assign a time and place for hearing 
all parties interested, and shall give such parties an oppor- 
tunity of being heard, and the order hereinbefore provided 
shall not be issued until after such notice and hearing ; and 
provided also, that upon the application of any city to said 
board alleging the violation of any of the provisions of this 
Act, and the pollution of its water supply thereby, said board 
shall grant a hearing upon due notification to all parties 
interested, and upon proof of such violation shall issue the 
order or orders already mentioned in this Act. 

Sect. 13. The supreme judicial court, or any one of its 
justices, in term time or vacation, shall have power to issue 
an injunction to enforce any such order. 

Sect. 14. Every such order of the board of health, lunacy, 
and charity shall be made in writing, and served by any 
person competent to serve a notice in a civil suit personally 
upon the person found guilty of violation as aforesaid, or his 
authorized agent, or a copy of the order may be left at the 
last and usual place of abode of such person or his agent, if 
he has any such place of abode within the State known to the 
officer. If the residence of the owner or agent is unknown 
to the officer, or without the State, the order may be served 
by publication in one or more newspapers in such manner 
and for such time as said board may order. Any party 
aggrieved by any such order shall have the right of appeal 
to a jury, and be subject to the fifty-sixth and fifty-eighth 
sections of the twenty-sixth chapter of the General Statutes, 
and the two hundred and sixty-third chapter of the laws of 
the year eighteen hundred and sixty-five. During the pend- 
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ency of the appeal the pollution against which the order has 
issued shall not be continued contrary to the order, and 
upon any violation of the same the appeal shall be forthwith 
dismissed. 

Sect. 15. Nothing hereinbefore contained shall be con- Jurisdiction 
strued to exclude the jurisdiction of the supreme judicial i°n eqSity J * a 
court sitting in equity according to the usual course and 
practice of such court. 

Sect. 16. This act shall be void unless accepted by the subject to 
city council of each of said cities within thirty days from the acce ^ tance - 
date of the passage hereof. (May 6, 1881.) 

Accepted by Cambridge June 3, 1881 (City Records, Vol. U. page 405). 



An Act to authorize the cities of Boston and Cambridge to con- 
struct and maintain a bridge over Charles River. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Section 1. The cities of Boston and Cambridge are au- Bridge over > 
thorized to construct a bridge and avenue across Charles SSSS?n Blver 
River, from a point on Beacon Street, in Boston, to a point ca£Jb?id£e. 
in Cambridge, west of the westerly line of the Boston and 
Albany Railroad. The location of said bridge and avenue 
shall be determined by the city councils of said cities acting 
separately, subject to the approval of the board of harbor and 
land commissioners so far as it affects the harbor, and subject, 
moreover, to the limitation that the line thereof shall not be 
north-east of a line drawn from the junction of Beacon Street 
and West Chester Park in Boston, to the junction of the 
harbor line with Front Street, extended, in Cambridge, nor 
south-west of a line drawn from the junction of Beacon 
Street, Brookline Avenue, and Brighton Avenue, in Boston, 
to the junction of the Boston and Albany Railroad with Put- 
nam Avenue, extended, in Cambridge. Said bridge shall 
have a draw with a clear opening of at least thirty-eight feet Draw to be 
in width for the passage of vessels. feet widf. 

Sect. 2. Said bridge shall be constructed of such mate- Materials of 
rials as the said cities may agree upon ; but on iron or stone 
piers and abutments, to be of such size, shape, and construc- 
tion, and be at such distance from one another, as the said 
board of harbor and land commissioners, upon application 
made by said cities upon such notice as said board may deem 
proper, and, after a hearing thereon, shall determine and cer- 
tify to each of said cities ; and no pier or abutment shall be 
built except in accordance with such certificate. The ave- 
nue, with the exception of the portion between the harbor 
lines, may be constructed of solid filling, with the approval 
of the said board of harbor and land commissioners. Neither 
city separately, shall enter upon the construction of said 
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bridge, but they shall jointly proceed to construct the same 
in accordance with plans to be submitted to, and approved 
by, the councils of said cities concurrently, arid by the said 
board of harbor and land commissioners. 

Sect. 3. Each city may, within its own limits, purchase 
or otherwise take lands, not exceeding one hundred and 
twenty-five feet in width, for said bridge and avenue ; 
and all the proceedings relating to such taking shall be the 
same as in the case of land taken for highways within said 
cities respectively, with like remedies to all parties in- 
terested ; and betterments may l>e assessed for the construc- 
tion of said bridge and avenue in each city in like manner 
as for the laying out of highways under the betterment acts 
in force in each city respectively, with like remedies to all 
parties interested. 

Sect. 4. Each of said cities shall bear the expense, 
including land damages, of constructing such part of said 
bridge and avenue as lies upon its own side of the Charles 
River; but the expense of constructing so much thereof, 
including the draw, as shall lie between the harbor lines, shall 
be borne by both cities in such proportion as may be agreed 
upon by the two cities. The care and management of said 
bridge and draw shall be vested in a board of commissioners 
consisting of one person from each city, chosen in accordance 
with such ordinances as said cities shall respectively establish, 
and until such commissioners are chosen the mayors of said 
cities shall ex officiis constitute such commissioners. 

Sect. 5. Said avenue and bridge when completed shall 
be a public highway, and the expense of maintaining in 
repair that part thereof which lies between the harbor lines, 
and of keeping the draw in repair, and of tending the draw 
day and night for the passage of vessels, shall be borne 
equally by the two cities, and all damages recovered by 
reason of any defect or want of repair in that part of the 
bridge between the harbor lines, or in the draw, shall be 
paid equally by said cities. 

Sect. 6. Said avenue may cross at grade any railroad 
operated by steam, and the board of railroad commissioners 
shall, upon the application of. either city or any railroad 
corporation, prescribe the details of the crossing, and certify 
to the parties its decision, which decision may be enforced 
by proper process in equity. 

Sect. 7. Each of said cities may issue bonds in payment 
in whole or in part of the expense incurred by it under this 
act. Such bonds may bear interest, payable semi-annually, 
at a rate not exceeding six per cent, per annum, and shall 
be payable at such time, not less than ten or more than thirty 
years from their respective dates, as shall be determined by 
said cities respectively, and expressed upon the face of the 
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bonds. Nothing, however, contained herein shall warrant 
an increase of municipal indebtedness beyond the limitations 
prescribed by section four of chapter twenty-nine of the 
Public Statutes. 

Sect. 8. This act shall be void unless that portion of the To **> 

construe* fccd 

bridge between the harbor lines shall be constructed within within ten 
ten years from the passage hereof. (April 14, 1882.) years * 



An Act to establish the third and fourth district courts of Eastern 
Middlesex and the police courts of Marlborough and Brookline. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Section 1. The city of Cambridge and the towns of Arling- ™rd mstrict 
ton and Belmont shall constitute a judicial district under J&^f," 1 
the jurisdiction of a court to be called the Third District 
Court of Eastern Middlesex. Said court shall be held in 
the city of Cambridge, and shall have a clerk. 

Sect. 2. The towns of Woburn, Winchester and Burling- Fourth district 
ton shall constitute a judicial district, to be called the Eastern 
Fourth District Court of Eastern Middlesex. Said court Mlddle8ex - 
shall be held in the town of Woburn and shall have a clerk. 

Sect. 3. The town of Marlborough shall constitute a Police court of 
judicial district under the jurisdiction of a court to be called a ° roug ' 
the Police Couit of Marlborough ; and said court shall have 
a clerk. 

Sect. 4. The town of Brookline shall constitute a judicial Police court of 
district under the jurisdiction of a court to be called the 
Police Court of Brookline. 

Sect. 5. There shall be one justice and two special clerks 68 and 
justices of each of said courts, and the said justices and the 
clerks herein provided for shall be appointed in the manner 
and with the tenure of office respectively provided in the 
case of justices and clerks of other police and district courts. 
All provisions of law applicable in common to police and 
district courts shall be applicable to said courts. 

Sect. 6. The justice of the third district court of Eastern salaries of 
Middlesex shall receive from the county of Middlesex an clerks 68 an 
annual salary of twenty-two hundred dollars, and the clerk 
thereof an annual salary of twelve hundred dollars ; the 
justice of the fourth district court of Eastern Middlesex 
shall receive from said county an annual salary of twelve 
hundred dollars, and the clerk thereof an annual salary of 
six hundred dollars ; the justice of the police court of Marl- 
borough shall receive from said county an annual salary of 
one thousand dollars, and the clerk thereof an annual salary 
of four hundred dollars ; and the justice of the police court 
of Brookline shall receive from the county of Norfolk an 
annual salary of eight hundred dollars. 
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Sect. 7. The first session of each of said courts shall be 
held on the first Monday in July in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and eighty-two. 

Sect. 8. All proceedings which may be pending before 
the police couit of Cambridge on said first Monday in July 
shall be transferred to and determined by the said third dis- 
trict court of Eastern Middlesex ; and said police court of 
Cambridge shall be abolished from that date, and thereafter 
all provisions of law relating to said police court shall cease 
to have effect. Except as above provided, nothing in this 
act shall affect any suit or other proceeding begun prior to 
said first Monday in July. 

Sect. 9. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(May 18, 1882.) 
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An Act concerning Alewife Brook and certain sewers in Cambridge 
and Somerville. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Section 1. The city of Cambridge shall construct an 
intercepting sewer of sufficient capacity, and by means 
thereof shall conduct the sewage of the Concord Avenue* 
Spruce Street, and North Avenue sewers in said city, and of 
any sewer at any time discharging into either of said sewers, 
or into said intercepting sewer (provided, however, this shall 
hot include any other than that within the natural drainage 
area of Alewife Brook), to some convenient spot upon the 
poor-farm in said city ; shall there construct a storage basin 
for the temporary deposit of such sewage, and, by means of 
pumps or otherwise, shall raise such sewage to a sufficient 
height to discharge the same by means of a connecting 
sewer, which connecting sewer shall not exceed twelve inches 
in diameter, at a convenient point in the sewer in Newbury 
Street, in the city of Somerville ; shall construct such con- 
necting sewer, and shall so discharge the said sewage for 
the term of three years from the first day of September 
next, the connection with said Somerville sewer to be made 
on or before said first day of September; Provided, how- 
ever, that, during repairs upon any Somerville sewer 
into which the Cambridge sewage shall be so discharged, 
pumping shall be discontinued, if the city engineer of Som- 
erville shall so request of the city of Cambridge ; and also, 
that, at some point in the intercepting sewer, to be deter- 
mined by the city engineer of Somerville, there shall be 
constructed by the city of Cambridge an automatic shut-off 
so arranged as to cut off the connection of the Cambridge 
sewers which may empty therein with the Somerville sewers 
during severe storms and when the Cambridge sewers at 
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the shut-off are running more than half full, said shut-off 
to be built according to a design approved by the city 
engineer of Somerville, and to be constructed to his satis- 
faction; but the city of Cambridge may, during any such 
discontinuance, and during such times as the connection of 
the Cambridge sewers with the Somerville sewers may bd so 
cut off, discharge its sewage into Alewife Brook ; provided, Proviso, 
however, that if this method of disposing of said sewage be 
adjudged impracticable, as hereinafter provided, then the obli- 
gation imposed by this section shall be void ; and provided, Provi80 « 
further, that whenever the city of Cambridge shall adopt 
and carry into active operation any other method of dispos- 
ing of the sewage of its sewers above named, and sewers at 
any time discharging therein, than by a discharge into Alewife 
Brook, the obligation imposed by this section shall be void. 

Sect. 2. For the purposes named in the preceding sec- city council of 
tion, the city council of Cambridge shall have the same may take* 
right to take private land in Somerville as it now has to Eomervifie. 
take land for sewers in Cambridge, and all the proceedings 
of such taking sliall be conducted in the same manner as 
though such land were in Cambridge, and all persons and 
corporations suffering damage in their property by reason of 
such taking shall have the same rights and remedies for 
ascertaining and recovering the amount of such damage as 
in the case of land taken for sewers in Cambridge. 

Sect. 3. If at any time after the construction of the works « method is 

%i deemed 

required by the first section hereof, and actual trial thereof, impracticable, 
that method of disposing of said sewage be deemed by the {mpo?edfn 
State board of health, lunacy, and charity, after suoh notice SS 8 voi5! tlon to 
and hearing as said board may order, impracticable without 
great and unreasonable expense, or if by reason of the 
proceedings under the twelfth section hereof the city of 
Cambridge is prevented from discharging its sewage into 
Somerville sewer as aforesaid, then- the obligation imposed 
by the first section hereof shall be void. 

Sect. 4. After the expiration of three years, from the ^JJ* 1 ^ 
first day of September next, the city of Cambridge may at may & 
its option continue or discontinue the works prescribed in 
the first section hereof ; said continuance, however, to be for 
a term of three years and no more, except with the consent 
of the city of Somerville, and subject to the same conditions 
as the original term. 

Sect. 5. So long as the city of Cambridge discharges its £°y n ™* tet0 
sewage into the sewer of Somerville in the manner herein- gj^jjgrrf 
before prescribed, it shall pay annually to the city of Somer- ' 
ville upon the first day of September, the first payment to 
be made on the first day of September, A. D. eighteen 
hundred and eighty-five, the sum of three thousand dollars, 
and in the same ratio for any part of a year, and during the 
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same period shall dispose of the sewage and storm water of 
the city of Somerville emptying into any sewer of Cambridge 
under the provisions of this Act, in the same manner that it dis 
poses of its own sewage and storm water in the same sewer, 
and without any cost or charge to the city of Somerville. 

Sect. 6. The city of Somerville, for the purposes of drain- 
ing the following-described territory situated in Somerville, 
namely : commencing at a point on the boundary line be- 
tween Cambridge and Somerville, distant one hundred and 
sixty-eight feet south-easterly from a stone bound marking 
said boundary line, and numbered twenty-two \< thence run- 
ning south-eastwardly by said boundary line to the south- 
easterly line of Meacham Street ; thence turning and running 
north-eastwardly by said south-easterly line of Meacham 
Street to the Middlesex Central Railroad ; thence continuing 
in the same direction and crossing said railroad to a point 
one hundred feet south-westerly from the south-westerly line 
of Holland Street ; thence turning and running north-west- 
wardly by a line parallel with said southwesterly line of 
Holland Street and one hundred feet distant therefrom, to 
the south-easterly line of Elmwood Street ; thence turning 
and running south-westwardly by said south-easterly line of 
Elmwood Street to a point in line with the prolongation of 
the south-westerly line of Mead Street ; thence turning and 
running north-westwardly by said south-westerly line of 
Mead Street prolonged, crossing Elmwood Street and 
Cameron Avenue, and by the said south-westerly line of 
Mead Street to the north-westerly line of Moore Street; 
thence in the same direction crossing Newbury Street and 
Clarendon Avenue to the land owned by the city of Cam- 
bridge ; thence south-westwardly by said land of the city of 
Cambridge, to the point of beginning, — may connect any 
sewer upon such territory with any sewer in Cambridge; 
and for that purpose the city council of Somerville shall 
have the same right to take private land in Cambridge as it 
now has to take land for sewers in Somerville, and all the 
proceedings of such taking shall be conducted in the same 
manner as though such land were in Somerville, and all per- 
sons or corporations suffering damage in their property 
by reason of such taking shall have the same rights and 
remedies for ascertaining and recovering the amount of such 
damage as in the case of land taken for sewers in Somerville. 

Sect. 7. Each of said cities, may, for the purposes of 
this Act, cany its pipes and drains under any street, railroad, 
highway, or other way, in such a manner as not unnecessarily 
to obstruct the same, and may enter upon and dig up such 
street, railroad, highway, or other way, for the purpose of 
laying, maintaining, and repairing any such pipes and drains, 
and may do any other things necessary or proper in executing 
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the purposes of this Act ; but whenever either of said cities 

-enters upon or digs up for such purposes any road, street, or 

way which is outside its own territorial limits, it shall be 

subject to such reasonable regulations as may be prescribed {J^^^Xd 

by the mayor and aldermen of the city wherein such street °y the mayor 

and &l(iGi*mAn 

or way may be located, and shall restore said road, street, or 

way to as good order and condition as it was in before such 

digging was commenced, shall perform the work in such 

manner and with such care as not to render any road, street, 

or way in which such pipes are laid unsafe or unnecessarily 

inconvenient to the public travel thereon, and shall at all 

times indemnify and save harmless any city which is liable damages. for 

to keep in repair any road, street, or way aforesaid, against 

all damages which may be recovered against it, and shall 

reimburse to it all expense which it shall reasonably incur 

by reason of any defect or want of repair in such road, street, 

or way caused by the maintenance, repair, or replacing of 

said pipes, or by reason of any injury to persons or property 

♦caused by any defect or want of repair in any such pipes ; Proviso. 

provided, that such city has notice of any claim or suit for 

such damage or injury, and an opportunity to assume the 

defence thereof. Either city shall have the right to use 

without compensation any sewer built under this Act within 

its own territorial limits. 

Sect. 8. Whenever the city of Cambridge lawfully ceases when 
to discharge sewage into the sewer of the city of Somerville sewaglnshaii 
in the manner prescribed by the first section hereof, the city cease * 
of Somerville shall cease to discharge its sewers into the 
sewers of the city of Cambridge, as provided in the sixth 
section hereof. 

Sect. 9. No person or corporation, public or private, £ r iJe nagenot 
.shall, after the first day of September next, discharge or f^^JJp^ 
oause to be discharged, either directly or indirectly, into Brook. 
Alewife Brook any drainage, refuse, or polluting matter of 
such quality and quantity as either by itself or in connection 
with other matter shall corrupt the waters of said brook, 
or tend to make the brook a. nuisance deleterious to public 
health; provided, however, that this prohibition shall not 
extend to the sewage from the sewers named in the first 
.section hereof, nor to sewage from lands now emptying sew- 
age into said brook, in case the method therein prescribed 
for disposing of the same be deemed impracticable as afore- 
said by the State board of health, lunacy, and charity ; but 
this proviso shall not be construed to give to the city of 
Cambridge, or any persons or corporations, any right in 
addition to what it has at the date of its passage of this Act, 
if any, to drain into said brook. 

Sect. 10. Nothing herein contained shall .be construed ^r^JISer* 
to prevent the city of Cambridge from discharging the storm 
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water of its sewers, including those named in the first 
section hereof, into said brook, nor to destroy or impair 
prescriptive rights of drainage or discharge, if any, to the 
extent in which they lawfully exist at the date of the pas- 
sage of this Act ; and nothing in this Act contained shall be 
construed to authorize Jhe pollution of the waters of said 
brook in any manner now contrary to law. 

Sect. 11. The mayor and aldermen of Cambridge may 
permit any persons owning lands in Cambridge, now drain- 
ing into Alewife Brook, to drain such lands or any part 
thereof into either of the sewers in Cambridge named in the 
first section hereof, upon such terms and conditions as they 
may prescribe. If within fourteen days after application to 
them they do not grant to any such person permission thus 
to drain, or if such person be dissatisfied with the terms and 
conditions prescribed by the mayor and aldermen, he may 
appeal to the State board of health, lunacy, and charity* 
which board, after such notice as it may order, and a hearing* 
shall decide whether such person may enter either of the 
sewers ; and what sum either in gross or at stated periods 
he shall pay to Cambridge therefor, and what other terms 
and conditions, if any, shall be imposed on account of such 
entry, which decision shall be final and binding upon all 
parties, one half of said sum to be paid to the city of Somer- 
ville. 

Sect. 12. If at any time after the expiration of two yeara 
from the first day of September next, the mayor and alder- 
men of Somerville shall be of the opinion that the operation 
of the works, or the discharge and the flowage of the Cam- 
bridge sewage into and through the sewer of the city of Som- 
erville, as provided for by this Act, is detrimental to the 
health of the inhabitants of said city of Somerville, or any 
number thereof, said mayor and aldermen may apply to any 
justice of the supreme judicial court, in vacation or at 
any regular term thereof in any county, who shall forthwith, 
and after such notice as said court or any justice thereof 
may deem proper, appoint three capable and disinterested 
persons to sit as a commission of inquiry, whose duty it 
shall be tohear any evidence that may be produced before 
them touching the effect of the operation, discharge and 
flowage aforesaid upon the health of the inhabitants of said 
city of Somerville or any part thereof ; said commission prior 
to such hearing shall order such public notice thereof as may 
seem proper to them, and if they are of the opinion that the 
works provided for in section one of this Act cannot be 
longer operated, or the sewage therein provided for longer 
discharged into and conveyed through the sewers of said 
city of Somerville, without detriment as aforesaid to the- 
public health, they shall report accordingly to said court* 
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and said court shall accept, re-commit, or reject said report, 
or enter such order, decree, or judgment in the premises as 
may seem just and proper. 

Sect. 13. Whenever a violation of any of the provisions state board of 
of this Act affecting the public health or the water supply of order persons, 
any city is committed, the State board of health, lunacy, and fromacis 8l8t 
charity may, if in its judgment the public health requires, JuwicWeaith, 
order any person or corporation, public or private, to cease etc - 
and desist from such violation and to remedy the pollution, 
or to cleanse or purify the polluting substances in such a 
manner, and to such a degree, that they shall be no longer 
deleterious to the public health, before being cast or allowed 
to flow into said brook ; provided, that before making sucji 
order the said board shall assign a time and place ftfr hearing parties to 
all parties interested, and shall give such parties an oppor- hearing, 
tunity of being heard, and the orders hereinbefore provided 
for shall not be issued until after such notice and hearing .; 
and provided, also, that upon the application of any city to Proviso, 
said board alleging the violation of any of the provisions of 
this Act, and the pollution of its water supply thereby, said 
board shall grant a hearing, upon due notification to all 
parties interested, and upon proof of such violation shall 
issue the order or orders already mentioned in this Act. 

Sect. 14. The supreme judicial court, or any one of its injunction 
justices, in term time or vacation, shall have power to issue ™ sued 6 by 
an injunction to enforce any order referred to in this act. s. j.c. 

Sect. 15. Every such order of the board of health, lunacy, order to be 
and charity shall be made in writing, and served by any writing 1 , 
person competent to serve a notice in a civil suit, personally, 
upon the person found guilty of violation as aforesaid, or 
his authorized agent, or a copy of the order may be left at the 
last and usual place of abode of such person or his agent if 
he has any such place of abode within the State known to the 
officer. If the residence of the owner or agent is unknown to service of 
the officer, or without the State, the order may be served by order * 
publication in one or more newspapers in such manner and 
for such time as said board may order. Any party aggrieved 
by any such order shall have the right of appeal to a jury, Right of 
and be subject to sections eighty-eight and ninety of chapter J^ury!* 
eighty of the Public Statutes ; during the pendency of the 
appeal, the pollution against which the order has issued, 
shall not be continued contrary to the order, and upon any 
violation of the same the appeal shall be forthwith dismissed. 
. Sect. 16. Nothing hereinbefore contained shall be con- Jurisdiction 

• of S T f in 

strued to exclude the jurisdiction of the supreme judicial equity.' 
court sitting in equity according to the usual course and 
practice of such court. 

Sect. 17. This Act shall take effect upon its passage, but f^pg*^ 
shall become void unless accepted by the city council of within so days. 
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An Act to provide a further supply of water to the city of Cam- 
bridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The city of Cambridge, for the purpose of sup- 
plying said city and the inhabitants thereof with pure water, 
for the extinguishment of fires, and for domestic and other 
purposes, may take, hold, and convey into and through said 
City either by the way of Fresh Pond or otherwise, the waters 
of Stony Brook, in the towns of Waltham and Weston, and 
of the tributaries thereof, with any water rights connected 
therewith, and may also take and hold by purchase or 
otherwise any land rights of way, easements, and real estate 
necessary for laying, constructing and maintaining aque- 
ducts, water courses, reservoirs, storage basins, dams, and 
such other works as may be deemed necessary or proper for ' 
collecting, purifying, storing, or retaining, discharging, con- 
ducting, and distributing said waters. Provided, however, 
that there shall be reserved from said waters sufficient for 
the town of Weston to supply itself and its inhabitants with 
pure water, for the extinguishment of fires and for domestic 
and other purposes ; and provided, further, that there shall 
also be reserved from said waters sufficient for the town of 
Waltham to supply itself and its inhabitants with pure water 
for like purposes, whenever the legislature shall grant to 
said towns the right to take water from the Stony Brook or 
its tributaries. But until the water thus to be reserved is 
actually diverted under any such legislative grant, Cambridge 
shall have the right to same, and in any case to so much as 
is not thus diverted, in the same manner as though these 
respective reservations had not been made; and provided, 
that Cambridge shall not draw any water from said reservoir 
or storage basin for its own use, or for the use of any other 
town or city except when the water is running to waste over 
the dam, , without the consent of Waltham and Weston ; 
and said dam shall be built and maintained by the city of 
Cambridge at an elevation of twenty feet above the top of 
the present dam on Stony Brook at Roberts' Mills, and the 
construction of said dam shall be commenced within one 
year, and completed within three years from the passage bf 
this Act. 

Sect. 2. Said city shall, within sixty days after taking 
any lands, rights of way, water rights, water sources or ease- 
ments aforesaid, otherwise than by purchase, for the purposes 
of this Act, file and cause to be recorded in the registry of 



SPECIAL LAWS. 135 

deeds for the county and district in which such land or other 
property is situated, a description thereof sufficiently accurate 
for identification, with a statement of the purpose for which 
the same was taken, which statement shall be signed by the 
mayor. 

Sect. 3. Said city, for the purposes aforesaid, may con- May construct 

•i -i • • i ^j^i aqueducts and 

struct aqueducts and maintain the same ; may construct and dams, 
maintain dams, reservoirs, storage basins, and other proper 
works ; may erect buildings and machinery ; may make and 
establish such public fountains and hydrants as may, from 
time to time, be deemed proper, and may change or discon- 
tinue the same ; may regulate the use of water, and establish 
the price or rates to be paid therefor, and to collect the same 
by process of law. Said city may also, for the purposes 
aforesaid, carry any. pipe, drain, or aqueduct over or under May dig up 
any river, water course, street, railroad, public way, highway ways. an 
or other way, in such manner as not unnecessarily to ob- 
struct the same, and may enter upon and dig up such road, 
street, or way, for the purpose of laying down, maintaining 
or repairing any pipe, drain, or aqueduct, and may do any 
other things necessary and proper in executing the purposes 
of this Act. 

Sect. 4. If said city enters upon and digs up, for the Roads outside 
purposes aforesaid, or by reason of anything authorized by be restored ° 
this Act, injures any road, street, or way which is outside a nI°conditton 
the limits of said city, it shall be subject to such reasonable 
regulations as may be prescribed by the selectmen of the 
town, or the mayor and the aldermen of the city, in which 
such road, street, or way is located, and shall restore the 
same to as good order and condition as it was in when such 
digging commenced, or before such injury occurred; and 
the work shall be done and all repairs be made in such 
manner and with such care as not to render any road, street, 
or way in which such pipes are laid, unsafe or unnecessarily 
* inconvenient to the public travel thereon. Said city shall, 
at all times, indemnify and save harmless any such city or 
town which is liable to keep in repair any road, street, or » 

way aforesaid, against all damages and costs which may be 
recovered against it, and shall reimburse to it all expense 
which it shall reasonably incur in the defence of suits or 
otherwise by reason t)f any defect or want of repair in such 
road, street, or way, caused by the placing, maintenance, 
or repairing, replacing of said pipes, or by reason of any 
injury to persons or property, caused by any defect or want 
of repair in any such pipes ; provided, that said city has 
notice of any claim or suit for such damage or injury, and an 
opportunity to assume the defence thereof. 

Sect. 5. Said city shall be liable to pay all damages Liability fo* 
sustained by any persons or corporations by the taking of, ( amage9. 
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or injury to any of their land, water, water rights, lights of 
way, easements, or property, or by the constructing or repair- 
ing of any aqueduct, reservoir, or other works, for the pur- 
poses aforesaid. If any person, sustaining damage as afore- 
said, does not agree with said city upon the amount of said 
damage, he may, within three years from such taking, and not 
afterwards, apply by petition for an assessment of the damage 
to the superior court in the county in which the property 
taken or damaged is situated. Such petition may be filed 
in the clerk's office of said court, in vacation or in term time, 
and the clerk shall thereupon issue a summons to the said 
city, returnable, if issued in vacation, at the next term of 
the court to be held after the expiration of fourteen days 
from the filing of the petition ; and if in term time return- 
able on such day as the court shall order, to appear, and 
answer to the petition. The summons shall be served four- 
teen days at least before the term or day at which it is 
returnable, by leaving a copy thereof and of the petition, 
certified by the officer who serves the same, with the clerk 
of said city ; and the court may, upon default or hearing of 
said city, appoint three disinterested persons who shall, after 
reasonable notice to the parties, assess the damages, if any, 
which such petitioner may have sustained as aforesaid ; and 
the award of the persons so appointed, or a major part of 
them, being returned into and accepted by the court, shall 
be final, and judgment shall be rendered and execution 
issued thereon for the prevailing party with costs, unless 
one of the parties claims a trial by jury as hereinafter pro- 
vided. 

Sect. 6. If either of the parties mentioned in the pre- 
ceding section is dissatisfied with the amount of damage 
awarded, as therein expressed, such party may, at the term 
at which such award was accepted, or the next term there- 
after, claim, in writing, a trial in said court, and have a jury 
to hear and determine at the bar of said court, all questions* 
of fact relating to such damages, and to assess the amount 
thereof ; and the verdict of the jury being accepted and 
recorded by the court, shall be final and conclusive, and 
judgment shall be rendered and execution issued thereon, 
and costs shall be recovered by the parties respectively, in 
the same manner as is provided by law* in regard to proceed- 
ings relating to the laying out of highways. 

Sect. 7. No application shall be made to the court for 
the .assessment of damages for the taking of any water 
rights, or for any injury thereto, until the water is actually 
withdrawn or diverted by said city under the authority of 
this Act. 

Sect. 8. In every case of a petition to the superior court 
for an assessment of damages, as provided in this Act, the 
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city may tender to the complainant or his attorney any sum, 
or may bring the same into court to be paid to the com- 
plainant for the damages by him sustained or claimed in his 
petition, or may in writing offer to be defaulted, and that 
damages may be awarded against it for the sum therein 
expressed, and if the complainant does not accept the sum, 
with his costs up to that time, but proceeds in his suit, he 
shall be entitled to his costs up to the time of the tender of 
such payment into court, or offer of award, and not after- 
wards, unless the complainant recovers greater damages 
than were so offered. 

Sect. 9. In estimating the damages for anything taken gJJJ^f 6 
under this Act, the city of Cambridge shall be held to pay damages, 
as if there were no reservation in the first section hereof, 
in favor of Weston and Waltham, and if the town of 
Waltham shall ever take any part of the water reserved for 
it in the first section hereof, it shall pay to Cambridge a fair ^J f^ r to 
proportion of the damages paid by Cambridge for water and proportion, 
water rights taken, and if Waltham takes from any reser- 
voir or pipes constructed by Cambridge, under the authority 
of this Act or any Act in amendment hereof it shall pay 
to Cambridge a fair proportion of the cost to Cambridge, 
excluding interest, of the works connected with said 
reservoir or pipes. If Cambridge and Waltham cannot j*Q waltham 
agree as to the sums to be paid, either party may apply to cannot agree, 
the superior court, in the county of Middlesex, and the apply to the 
court upon such notice to the other party as it may order, 
shall appoint three commissioners, who shall, after reason- 
able notice fix the amount to be paid, and the award of 
them or a major part of them being returned into, and 
accepted by the court shall be final, and judgment shall be 
rendered and execution issued thereon, and the court may 
award costs to either party as may seem to the court just and 
equitable, and execution shall issue therefor. 

Sect. 10. All the rights, powers, and authority given to wghtoami 
the city of Cambridge by this Act shall be exercised by said 
city, subject to all duties, liabilities, and restrictions herein 
contained, in such manner and by such agents, officers, and 
servants as the city council shall, from time to time, ordain, 
direct, and appoint. 

Sect. 11. For the purpose of defraying the cost of such watwKSfor 
* franchises, property, lands, easements, water, and water nSuo exceed 
rights as may be purchased, taken, or held for the purposes *5oo,ooo. 
aforesaid, and of constructing the works authorized by this 
Act, and paying all expenses incident thereto, the city 
council of Cambridge shall have the authority to issue, in 
addition to what it is already authorized by law to issue, 
scrip or bonds to be denominated on the face thereof 
" Cambridge Water Loan," to an amount not exceeding five 
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hundred thousand dollars, bearing interest not exceeding six 
per centum per annum, payable semi-annually, the principal 
to be paid at periods of not more than thirty years from 
the issuing of such scrip or bonds respectively. Said city 
council may sell the same, or any part thereof, from time to 
time, or pledge the same for money borrowed for the above 
purposes ; but the same shall not be sold or pledged for lesa 
than par value thereof. The provisions of section eight 
of chapter one hundred and fifty-three, of the Acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and sixty-five, and of section two 
of chapter one hundred and forty-five, of the Acts of the 
year eighteen hundred and seventy-five, in regard to 
establishing and maintaining a sinking fund for the redemp- 
tion of the " Cambridge Water Loan," shall apply to this 
Act , and said sinking fund shall remain sacred and 
inviolate, and pledged to the payment and redemption of 
said debt and shall be used for no other purpose. The 
provisions of the tenth and eleventh sections of chapter 
twenty -nine of the Public Statues shall, so far as applicable, 
apply to said sinking fund. 

Sect. 12. The occupant of any tenement shall be liable 
for the payment of the rent for the use of the water in such 
tenement, and the owner thereof shall be also liable if, on 
being notified of such use, he does not object to the same. 

Sect. 13. All acts and measures necessary to preserve 
and maintain the purity and to prevent the pollution of the 
waters of said Stony Brook shall be performed, and the 
expense and damages thereof paid by the city of Cambridge. 

Sect. 14. Whoever wantonly or maliciously diverts the 
water, or any part thereof, taken or held by said city 
pursuant to the provisions of this Act, or corrupts the same, 
or renders it impure, or destroys or injures any dam, aque- 
duct, pipe, conduit, hydrant, machinery, or other works or 
property, held, owned, or used by said city under the 
authority and for the purpose of this Act, shall forfeit and 
pay to said city three times the amount of the damages 
assessed therefor, to be recovered in an action of tort; and 
on conviction of either of the wanton or malicious acts 
aforesaid may also be punished by fine not exceeding three 
hundred dollars, or by imprisonment not exceeding one year 
in the house of correction in said county of 7 Middlesex. 

Sect. 15. Nothing contained in this Act shall be so 
construed as to prevent the inhabitants of the towns of 
Weston and Waltham from taking from said brook, or its 
tributaries, so much of the water as shall be necessary for 
extinguishing fires, and for all domestic and other purposes. 

Sect. 16. The city of Cambridge is hereby authorized, if 
said city shall deem it expedient to do so, to supply the 
towns of Belmont and Watertown, or either of them, with 
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pure water in such quantities, under such conditions, and 
upon such terms as may be agreed upon between said city of 
Cambridge and said towns, or either of them. 

Sect. 17. This Act shall take effect upon its passage; to be 

• &CC61)ted 

but shall become void unless it is accepted by the city within three 
council of Cambridge within three months from its passage, work com 1 
and unless work is commenced under it within one year J^^JarY 1 ' 11111 
from its passage. (May 21, 1884.) 

Accepted June 25, 1884 (City Records, Vol. W, Page 192). 



An Act to provide a further supply of water for the town of 
Waltham. 

Be it enacted, &c, as follows: — 

Section 1. The town of Waltham, for the purpose of waltham may 
supplying said town, and the inhabitants thereof, with pure stony Brook 
water for the extinguishing of fires, and for domestic and and Weston, 
other purposes, may take, hold, and convey into and through 
said town the waters of Stony Brook in the towns of Waltham 
and Weston, and of the tributaries thereof, and any water 
rights connected therewith, and may also take and hold by 
purchase, or otherwise, any land, rights of way, easements, 
and real estate, necessary for laying, constructing, and 
maintaining aqueducts, water courses, reservoirs, storage 
basins, dams, and such other works as may be deemed neces- 
sary or proper for collecting, purifying, storing, retaining, 
discharging, conducting, and distributing said waters. 

Sect. 2. Said town shall, within sixty days after taking To cause to be 

, j . r , p , . t . ^ : ■ ° recorded in 

any lands, rights oi way, water rights, water sources, or registry of 
easements aforesaid otherwise than by purchase, for the description of 
purpose of. this Act, file and cause to be recorded in the taken. 6 * '' 
registry of deeds for the county and district in which such 
land or other property is situated, a description thereof suffi- 
ciently accurate for identification, with a statement of the 
purpose for which the same was taken, which statement shall 
be signed by the water commissioners of the town. 

Sect. 3. Said town, for the purposes aforesaid, may con- Mav construct 
struct aqueducts and maintain the same; may construct and damsand an 
maintain dams, reservoirs, storage basins, and other proper reservolrB - 
works ; may erect buildings and machinery ; may make and 
establish such public fountains and hydrants, as may, from 
time to time, be deemed proper, and may change or dis- 
continue the same ; may regulate the use of water, and 2£| y J e 4Ej££* 
establish the price or rates to be paid therefor, and collect and establish 
the same by process of law. Said town may also, for the 
purposes aforesaid, carry any pipe, drain, or aqueduct over 
or under any river, water course, street railroad, public way, 
highway, or other way, in such manner as not unnecessarily 
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to obstruct the same, and may enter upon, and dig up such 
road, street, or way, for the purpose of laying down, maintain- 
ing, or repairing any pipe, drain, aqueduct, and may do any 
other things necessaiy and proper in executing the purposes 
of this Act. 

Sect. 4. If said town enters upon and digs up for the 
purposes aforesaid, or by reason of anything authorized by 
this Act, injures any road, street, or way, which is outside the 
limits of said town, it shall be subject to such reasonable reg- 
ulations as may be prescribed by the selectmen of the town, 
or the mayor and aldermen of the city, in which such road, 
street, or way is located, and shall restore the same to as 
good order and condition as it was in when such digging 
commenced, or before such injury occurred ; and the work 
shall be done, and all repairs be made in such manner, and 
with such care as not to render any road, street, or way, in 
which such pipes are laid, unsafe or unnecessarily incon- 
venient to the public travel thereon. Said town shall at all 
times indemnify, and save harmless any such city or town 
which is liable to keep in repair any road, street, or way 
aforesaid, against all damages and costs which may be 
recovered against it, and shall reimburse to it all expense 
which it shall reasonably incur in the defence of suits, or 
otherwise, by reason of any defect or want of repair in such 
road, street, or way caused by the placing, maintenance, 
repairing, or replacing of said pipes, or by reason of any 
injury to persons or property, caused by any defect or want 
of repair in any such pipes ; provided, that said town has 
notice of any claim or suit for such damage or injury, and an 
opportunity to assume the defence thereof. 

Sect. 5. Said town shall be liable to pay all damages 
sustained by any persons or corporation by the taking of, or 
injury to, any of then* land, water, water rights, rights of 
way, easements, or property, or by the constructing, or repair- 
ing of any aqueduct, reservoir, or other works, for the pur- 
poses aforesaid. If any person sustaining damage as afore- 
said, does not agree with said town upon the amount of said 
damage, he may within three years of such taking, and not 
afterwards, apply by petition for an assessment of the dam- 
age to the superior court in the county in which the property 
taken or damaged is situated. Such petition may be filed in 
the clerk's office of said court, in vacation or in term time, 
and the clerk shall thereupon issue a summons to the said 
town, returnable, if issued in vacation, at th6 next term of 
the court, to be held after the expiration of fourteen days 
from the filing of the petition ; and, if in term time, return- 
able on such day as the court shall order, to appear and 
answer to the petition. The summons shall be served four- 
teen days at least before the term or day at which it is 
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returnable, by leaving a copy thereof and of the petition, 
certified by the officer who serves the same, with the clerk of 
said town, and the court may, upon default or hearing of 
said town, appoint three disinterested persons who shall, after 
reasonable notice to the parties, assess the damages, if any, Assessment of 
which such petitioner may have sustained as aforesaid ; and dama & es - 
the award of the persons so appointed, or a major part of 
them, being returned into and accepted by the court, shall 
^be final, and judgment shall be rendered, and execution 
.issued thereon, for the prevailing party with costs, unless one 
of the parties claims a trial by jury as hereinafter provided. 
.. Sect. 6. If either of the parties mentioned in the pre- Parties 
ceding section is dissatisfied with the amount of damage may*ciaima 
awarded, as therein expressed, such party may, at the term trlalb yJ ur y- 
at which such award was accepted, or the next term there- 
after, claim, in writing, a trial in said court, and have a jury 
to hear and determine at the bar of said court all questions 
of fact relating to such damages, and to assess the amount 
thereof ; and the verdict of the jury, being accepted and 
recorded by the court, shall be final and conclusive, and flnal! lct to be 
judgment shall be rendered and execution issued thereon, 
and costs shall be recovered by thq parties respectively, in 
the same manner as is provided by law in regard to proceed- 
ings relating to the laying out of highways. 

Sect. 7. No application shall be made to the court for the Damages not 
assessment of damages, for the taking of any water rights, or tor, unti? 
for any injury thereto, until the water is actually withdrawn diverted. 
or diverted by said town under the authority of this Act. 

Sect. 8. In every case of a petition to the superior court, images? 1 * 
for an assessment of damages, as provided in this Act, the 
town may tender to the complainant or his attorney any sum, 
or may bring the same into court to be paid to the complain- 
ant for the damages by him sustained or claimed in his 
petition, or may in writing, offer to be defaulted, and that 
damages may be awarded against it for the sum therein ex- 
pressed, and if the complainant does not accept the sum 
with his costs up to that time, but proceeds in his suit, he 
shall be entitled to his costs up to the time of the tender of 
such payment into court, or offer of award, and not after- 
wards, unless the complainant recovers greater damages than 
were so offered. 

Sect. 9. The town of Waltham shall not proceed nor take Town not t* 

i i j.'t Proceed or 

anythmg under this Act by purchase, or otherwise, until ta^ anything 
after the expiration of one year from its passage, nor shall until after one 
this Act authorize said town to take any lands, rights of way, year * 
or easements which at the expiration of said year may then 
have been taken by purchase, or otherwise, by the city of 
Cambridge, under any authority now or hereafter granted to 
said Cambridge, to take the waters of Stony BrQok and its 
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tributaries, nor to interfere with any aqueduct, reservoir, 
storage basin, dam, or other work which may hereafter be 
constructed or in process of construction by said Cambridge, 
under such grant, provided, however, that Cambridge shall, 
if Waltham so elects, supply to Waltham from any such 
reservoir or storage basin, or by agreement from any pipe, 
the said water from Stony Brook, or such part thereof as 
Waltham may desire, the same to be taken at the reservoir or 
pipe, and Waltham shall have the right to lay and maintain 
a pipe to such reservoir or pipe ; and provided, that Cam- 
bridge shall not draw any water from said reservoir or storage 
basin, for its own use or for the use of any other city or town 
except when the water is running to waste over the dam, 
without the consent of Waltham and Weston, and said dam 
shall be built and maintained by the city of Cambridge, at an 
elevation of twenty feet above the top of the present dam on 
Stony Brook at Roberts' mills. 

Sect. 10. If at the time, Waltham, under this Act, takes 
from the waters of Stony Brook or its tributaries, the city of 
Cambridge, under any of the Acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-four, shall have taken the waters of 
Stony Brook and its tributaries, Waltham shall pay to Cam- 
bridge a fair proportion of the damages paid by the city of 
Cambridge, or for which said city may be liable by reason of 
any waters and water rights so taken by Cambridge, and if 
Waltham takes from any reservoir or pipes constructed by 
Cambridge, under the authority of the Acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and eighty-four, or any Act in amendment 
thereof, it shall pay to Cambridge a fair proportion of the 
cost to Cambridge, excluding interest, of the works connected 
with said reservoir or pipe. If Cambridge and Waltham 
cannot agree as to the sums to be paid, either party may apply 
to the superior court, in the county of Middlesex, and the 
court upon such notice to the other party as it may order, 
shall appoint three commissioners, who shall, after reasonable 
notice, fix the amount to be paid, and their award or the 
award of the major part of them being returned into, and 
accepted by the court shall be final, and judgment shall be 
rendered and execution issued thereon, and the court may 
award costs to either party as may seem to the court just 
and equitable, and execution shall issue therefor. 

Sect. 11. The water commissioners of said town, elected 
under the provisions of the three hundred and thirty -seventh 
chapter, of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
seventy-two, shall execute, superintend, and direct the per- 
formance of all the works, matters, and things mentioned in 
this Act, and exercise all the rights, powers, and privileges 
hereby granted and not otherwise specifically provided for 
herein, subject to the vote of the town. The town of 
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Waltham is authorized, if said town shall deem it expedient 
so to do, to supply the town of Weston with water from her 
present source of water supply, or from Stony Brook from 
the waters therein reserved for the use of the towns of 
Waltham and Weston. 

Sect. 12. Nothing in this Act contained shall be so con- T° w £ of . t 
strued as to prevent the town of Weston, or any corporation be prevented 
created to supply said town with water, from taking so much suppi/of ng a 
of the waters of Stony Brook and its tributaries as may be water * 
necessary to supply the town of Weston and its inhabitants 
with water to extinguish fires, generate steam, for public 
fountains and hydrants, and for domestic and other uses ; 
Provided, that if said town or corporation shall take the same Proviso, 
from any reservoir or reservoirs which may be constructed 
or maintained under" the provisions of this Act, or any Act 
in amendment hereof, it shall, from time to time, pay to 
Waltham a fair proportion of the "cost to Waltham, exclud- 
ing interest, of constructing such reservoirs, but including 
therein the damages and costs paid by Waltham for land, 
water rights, and easements purchased and taken therefor, or 
for the purposes of securing a sufficient supply of water, and 
preserving the purity thereof ; and so long as it shall take 
water from any of such reservoirs it shall annually pay to 
Waltham a fair proportion of the expenses which that town 
shall reasonably incur in the maintenance of said reservoirs, 
and in securing and preserving the purity of the waters 
thereof. If Waltham and Weston, or such corporation, can- if waltham 

&nd Weston 

not agree as to the sums to be paid, either party may apply to fan to agree, 
the superior court in the county of Middlesex, and the court g°°J™ i88l01ier8 
upon such notice to the other party as it may order, shall a PP° lnfced - 
. appoint three commissioners, who shall, after reasonable 
notice, fix the amount to be paid, and whose award, or the 
award of major part of whom, being returned into, and 
accepted by the court shall be final, and judgment shall be 
rendered and execution issued thereon, and the court may 
award costs to either party as may seem to the court just and 
reasonable, and execution shall issue therefor. 

Sect. 13. The said town of Waltham, may, for the pur- waltham 

wflfccr bonds 

pose of paying the necessary expenses and liabilities incurred not to exceed 

ft 100 OOO 

under the provisions of this Act, issue from time to time 
coupon bonds, signed by the treasurer and countersigned by 
the selectmen of said town, to be denominated "Waltham 
Water Bonds," to an amount not exceeding one hundred 
thousand dollars, payable at periods, not exceeding thirty 
years from the date thereof, with interest payable semi- 
annually at a rate not exceeding six per cent, per annum ; 
and said town may sell said bonds at public or private sale, or 
pledge the same for money borrowed for the purposes of this 
Act, upon such terms and conditions as it may deem proper. 
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^Tcha^ter* 8 Sect - 14 * The eighth, ninth, tenth, eleventh and twelfth 
to 12, to apply, sections of the three hundred and thirty-seventh chapter of 
the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and seventy-two shall 
except as herein otherwise provided, apply to this Act. 

Sect. 15. This Act shall take effect upon its passage ; but 
shall become void unless accepted by a majority of the legal 
voters of said town present and voting thereon at a legal 
meeting held for the purpose within one year from the 
passage hereof. (May 21, 1884.) 



Subject to 
acceptance 
by the town 
within one 
year. 



Fart of 
Watertown 
annexed to 
Cambridge. 



Election of 
state and 
county 
officers, rep- 
resentatives, 
etc. 



An Act to annex part of the town of Watertown to the city of 
Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Section 1. All that part of the town of Watertown con- 
tained within the line described as follows : Beginning 
at the intersection of the westerly line of Coolidge Avenue 
with the present boundaiy line between the town of Water- 
town and the city of Cambridge, thence running on said line 
of said avenue in a general south-westerly direction three 
thousand and fifty-four feet as measured on said line of said 
avenue, thence turning, crossing said avenue and running 
southerly bounded westerly by land of William W. Treat, to 
the middle of the channel of Cftarles River five hundred feet, 
more or less, thence turning and running easterly by the 
middle of said channel about fourteen hundred and fifty feet 
to the boundary line between said Watertown and said Cam- 
bridge, thence turning and running on said last-named 
boundary line in an irregular line in a general northerly 
direction to the point of beginning, — with all the inhabitants 
and estates therein, is hereby set off from the town of 
Watertown and annexed to the city of Cambridge, and until 
a new division of wards in the city of Cambridge shall be and 
constitute a part of the first ward thereof. 

Sect. 2. The inhabitants of the territory hereby set off, 
shall continue to be a part of Watertown for the purpose of 
electing State and county officers, members of the executive 
council, senators and representatives to the general court, 
electors of president and vice-president of the United States, 
and representatives to Congress, until the next decennial 
census, or until another apportionment is made ; and the 
mayor and aldermen of Cambridge shall make a true list of 
the persons residing in said district, qualified to vote in such 
elections, post up the same in said territory, correct the same 
as is required by law, and deliver the same to the selectmen 
of the town of Watertown seven days at least before any 
such election, and the same shall be used by the selectmen 
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of Watertown for such election in the same manner as if it 
had been prepared by the said selectmen. 

Sect. 3. The power to alter, straighten, widen, and repair, county and 
and grade the county and townways in the territory hereby town way8 ' 
annexed shall be vested in the city council of Cambridge. 

Sect. 4. The city of Cambridge shall, within thirty days Cambridge to 
from the passage of this Act, pay to the town of Watertown Watertown 
the sum of fifteen thousand dollars. t5,00 °* 

Sect. 5. For the purpose of raising the sum to be paid cemetery dge 
under the preceding section, and of defraying the cost of the ^Z^ffiJS 
purchase of the territory hereby annexed, or any portion 
thereof, from the owners, and the expense of preparing the 
said territory for burial purposes, the city of Cambridge is 
hereby authorized to issue negotiable bonds to be denomi- 
nated on the face thereof " Cambridge Cemetery Loan," to 
be signed by the treasurer, and counter-signed by the mayor 
of said city, to an amount not exceeding seventy thousand 
dollars, bearing interest, not exceeding six per cent, per 
annum, payable semi-annually, the principal to be paid at 
periods not more than twenty years from the respective 
issues of said bonds. The said city may sell such bonds, or 
any part thereof, from time to time, at public or private sale, 
or pledge the same for money borrowed for the above pur- 
poses, but the same shall not be sold or pledged for less than 
the par value thereof. The said city shall provide, at the sinking fund 
time of contracting said loan, for the establishment of a sink- established, 
ing fund for the redemption of said bonds at maturity, and 
the provisions of the ninth, tenth, and eleventh sections of 
chapter twenty-nine of the Public Statutes shall, so far as the 
same are applicable, apply to said fund. 

Sect. 6. The said city instead of establishing a sinking Sannuai deM 
fund, may, at the time of authorizing said loan, by concurrent S^mentfiu** 
vote of both branches of the city council, provide for the 
payment thereof in such annual proportionate payments, 
beginning with the year eighteen hundred and eighty-six, as 
will extinguish the same within the time prescribed in this 
Act; and when such vote has been passed the amount 
required thereby shall, without further vote, be assessed by 
the assessors of said city in each year thiereafter, until the 
debt incurred by said loan shall be extinguished, in the same • 
manner as other taxes are assessed under the provisions of # 
section thirty-four of chapter eleven of the Public Statutes. 

Sect. 7. The return required by section ninety-one of Jtotewhetner 
chapter eleven of the Public Statutes shall state the amount £een taken 
of any sinking fund established under this Act, and, if none u ^^ In 
is established, whether action has been taken in accordance section, 
with the provisions of the preceding section, and the amounts 
raised, and applied thereunder for the current year. 
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Sect. 8. This Act shall take effect upon its passage.. 
(March 10, 1885.) 



An Act to amend an Act to authorize the cities of Boston and 
Cambridge to construct and maintain a bridge over Charles 
River. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows: — 

Draw to Section 1. The first section of the one hundred and 

width, to fifty-fifth chapter of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred 

bridjei/beiow. and eighty-two, entitled " An Act to authorize the cities of 

Boston and Cambridge to construct and maintain a bridge 

over Charles River," is amended so as to require that said 

bridge shall have a draw, with a clear opening, of, at least, 

thirtynsix feet in width for the passage of vessels, and shall 

not be required to have a draw of greater width, until the 

several bridges over Charles River below said bridge are 

required to have draws of a* greater clear opening than 

thirty-six feet, when the draw in said bridge shall be widened 

so as to conform thereto. (April 3, 1885.) 



Conductors, 
drivers, ete., 
of horse-cars 
in Cambridge 
may be 
licensed. 



Fee for 
license. 



Record to be 
kept at office 
of city clerk. 



An Act to provide for licensing conductors, drivers, and despatchers 
of street railway cars in the city of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The board of aldermen and mayor of Cam- 
bridge shall, upon the recommendation of the president of 
any street railway corporation using the streets of said city, 
issue licenses, from time to time, to the conductors and drivers 
of the street cars of the said several street railway corpora- 
tions, and also to the persons employed to start or despatch 
the cars of said corporations from any stable, or other place 
within said city, and said board may at any time revoke any 
such license for any cause deemed by it sufficient, with or 
without a hearing. Every license shall contain such provi- 
sions and conditions as said board shall determine, and shall 
remain in force until surrendered or revoked. The fee for 
each license shall not exceed fifteen cents. 

Sect. 2. A record of the issue, surrender, and revocation 
of such licenses shall be kept at the office of the city clerk 
of said city, and shall be open at all reasonable times to the 
inspection of the president or superintendent of any street 
railway using the streets of said city as aforesaid. When- 
ever a license is revoked notice thereof shall be sent to the 
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presidents or superintendents of said street railways and to 
the licensee. 

Sect. 3. Whoever drives any horse attached to any street- 1'euaity for 
car in any street in said city, except at a stable of said license, 
corporations, or shall act in the capacity of conductor, starter, 
or despatcher at any place within said city, without being 
licensed therefor as hereinbefore provided, or in violation of 
the provisions or conditions of his license, or after the same 
is revoked, shall be punished by a fine not exceeding twenty 
dollars for each offence. 

Sect. 4. No person whose license is revoked under this i' license is 

*ii ii i'.,, j . t ..i . revoked not to 

Act, shall be reinstated or receive a new license within one be reissued 
year from such revocation. (March 29, 1886.) JSSJ 11 ° ne 



An Act concerning the election of assessors in the city of Cam- 
bridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The city council of Cambridge, shall, prior ^ euSeX!* *° 
to the first day of June, in the current year, in joint con- S^d^i'to 1 * 
vention, elect one person, who shall, until the first four assessors' 
Monday in January next, with the present board of 
assessors of said city now in office, be and act as an assessor 
of said city ; and said city council shall, before the first day 
of October in the current year, divide said city into four 
assessors' districts and determine the boundaries thereof, 
within each of which districts one of the assessors of said 
city shall reside. The present assessors shall continue in 
office until the expiration of their respective terms and until 
their successors are duly chosen and qualified. 

Sect. 2. The qualified voters of said city, at their annual etecteTfor* 01 * 
meeting for the election of municipal officers first to be 'our years, 
held after the passage of this Act, shall elect one assessor 
who shall hold the office for three years or until another is 
chosen and qualified in his stead; and one assessor who 
shall hold the office for four years and until another is 
chosen and qualified in his stead ; and at every subsequent 
election one person shall be chosen to be an assessor for 
four years and until another is chosen and qualified in his 
stead ; and the present assessors, together with the persons 
thus chosen assessors, shall during their terms constitute the 
board of assessors, and shall exercise the powers and be sub- 
ject to the duties and liabilities of assessors of towns. 

Sect. 3. The boundaries of the several assessors' dis- Boundaries of 
tricts, after the same are established as provided in section reused 8 every* 
one, shall continue the same until the month of October tenth year - 
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in the year one thousand eight hundred and ninety-six, at 

which time, and every tenth year thereafter, the city council 

shall revise the boundaries of said districts. 

todiS^ nflt Sect. 4. The mayor, with the assent of the board of 

removed &y *** aldermen, may at any time remove any member of the board 

of assessors who by sickness or otherwise, in his opinion, has 

become unfit to discharge the duties of his office ; in case of 

such removal, a successor shall be chosen, by the city council 

in joint convention, to hold office till the next city electio n 

at Which election such vacancy shall be filled in the manner 

now provided by law. 

Bepeai. Sect. 5. All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent with 

this Act are hereby repealed. 

^pt^^y 110 * Sect. 6. This Act shall take effect upon its acceptance 

vote'witMn 60 ^y * ne city council of the city of Cambridge by concurrent 

days. vote, provided the same shall be accepted within sixty days 

from the date of its passage. (May 6, 1886.) (Rejected, 

May 26, 1880.) 



An Act extending the time in which the city of Cambridge shall 
make a revision of its ward boundaries, and in apportionment 
of members of its common council in the year eighteen hundred 
and eighty-six. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 
tere^Sto^ Section 1. The limit of time granted the city council 
2rie8 d bound ' ol Cambridge in which to make a revision of its ward 
boundaries and apportionment of members of its common 
council in the year eighteen hundred and eighty-six is 
hereby extended to the twenty-sixth day of May in the year 
eighteen hundred and eighty-six. 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(May 14, 1886.) 



An Act to authorize the repayment of a certain sum of money by 
the city of Cambridge to the Fitchburg Eailroad Company. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 
city of cam- Section 1. The city of Cambridge is hereby authorized 

Dricure to pay » 

back certain to pay back to the Fitchburg Railroad Company the sum of 
E¥tcS> urg b.b. seven hundred and sixty-five dollars, with legal interest 
Co ' thereon, from the eighth day of March in the year eighteen 

hundred and seventy to date of repayment, and such further 
sum as shall compensate the Fitchburg Railroad Company 
for all loss, damage, and expense incurred by said company 
by reason of the non-compliance of said city with the 
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provisions of an order passed by the city, council of said 
city, dated the ninth day of December, in the year eighteen 
hundred and sixty-eight, relating to the bridge over the 
Fitchburg Railroad on North Avenue in said city ; said sum 
having been paid and received, and said order passed, and all 
Acts under it performed without any legal authority therefor. 4 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(June 21, 1886.) 



An Act to authorize the city of Cambridge to construct and main- 
tain a dam across the entrance to Black's Nook in Fresh Pond. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The city of Cambridge is hereby authorized gjtj £m a Cam " 
to construct and maintain a dam in Fresh Pond across the construct and 
entrance to Black's Nook, so called, for the purpose of dam in Fresh 
preserving the purity of the water in said pond, and said on ' 
city shall be liable for all damages sustained by any person 
by the construction and maintenance of said dam or by any 
injury caused thereby to any lands, waters, easements, or 
other property or rights of such person, and for all damages 
sustained by any riparian proprietor whose access to said 
pond is obstructed or interrupted by such construction and p «>viso. 
maintenance ; provided, said dam is constructed otherwise 
than with a suitable sluiceway and gates for floating ice 
through the same. If any person sustaining damages as 
aforesaid cannot agree with said city upon the amount 
thereof, either party, may, within three years after the con- 
struction of said dam, apply to the superior court for an 
assessment of said damages, and the same shall be assessed 
and the same proceedings shall be followed, as provided in 
sections five and six of chapter two hundred fifty-six of the 
Acts of the year eighteen hundred eighty-four, so far as the 
same may be applicable thereto. 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(June 29, 1886.) 



An Act in further amendment of an Act to authorize the cities of 
Boston and Cambridge to construct and maintain a bridge over 
Charles River. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The mayor of the city oi Boston for the time Bridro accross 
being, and the mayor of the city of Cambridge for the time ^tw^en B ca!m! 
being, and one discreet person to be appointed by them, who j^ston!" 1 ' 1 
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shall hold his office until removed by the concurrent action 
of both of said mayors, shall constitute a board of commis- 
sioners, and in case said mayors fail to appoint said third 
commissioner, upon request of either of them, the governor 
by and with the advice and consent of the council shall 
appoint said third commissioner, and said board is hereby 
authorized and required to construct a bridge and avenue 
across Charles River, between West Chester Park in Boston 
and Front Street extended in Cambridge, substantially in 
accordance with plans prepared by the city engineer of 
the city of Boston, dated December, eighteen hundred and 
eighty-four, and approved by the city councils of said cities ; 
subject, however, to the approval of said plans by the board 
of harbor and land commissioners, and subject to the 
provisions of chapter one hundred and fifty-five of the Acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-two, and chapter one 
hundred and twenty-nine of the Acts of the year eighteen 
hundred and eighty-five, except so far as said Acts are modi- 
fied by this Act ; and it shall be the duty of each of said 
cities to raise, and, upon the requisition of said commis- 
sioners, to pay one-half of the expenses incurred in building 
said bridge and avenue between the harbor lines as now 
established by law on said river, including the draw and 
draw-piers. 
Boston may Sect. 2. The city of Boston, in order to defray its share 

in^exceTs 011 ©? of the cost of building said bridge, is authorized to raise not 
by a iaw?° wed exceeding two hundred and fifty thousand dollars, by loan, 

in excess of the limit prescribed by law. 

Plans of bridge Sect. 3. Said commissioners, with the approval of the 

changed. boards of aldermen of the two cities, and of the board of 

harbor and land commissioners, and subject to the provisions 

of chapter one hundred and fifty-five of the Acts of the year 

eighteen hundred and eighty-two, may change, alter, and 

modify the plans of said bridge. 

Running of Sect. 4. The boards of aldermen of said cities may, by 

street cars over ,, xi_ • xi. • £ ±. j. »/«/ 

bridge. concurrent vote, authorize the running ot street-cars over 

said bridge, and may set apart a portion of said bridge for 
the special use of streetcars on such conditions, and subject 
to such regulations, as said boards may adopt. 

Sect. 5. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(May 18, 1887.) 



An Act relating to the board of registrars of voters in the city of 
Cambridge. * 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. In the month of March or April of the pres- 
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•ent year, the mayor of the city of Cambridge, in the manner Board of regis- 
provided by section fourteen of chapter two hundred and to^ "appoint 
ninety-eight of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and ed 
eighty-four, shall appoint two able and discreet persons, 
qualified voters in said city, who shall hold no other office nor 
position by election or appointment in said city, to be mem- 
bers of the board of registrars of voters of said city. One of 
the registrars so appointed shall hold his office until the first 
day of May in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-one, and 
the other until the first day of May in the year eighteen hun- 
dred and ninety-two ; and in the same manner provided by said 
section fourteen of chapter two hundred and ninety-eight of 
the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-four, the 
mayor of said city shall in the month of March or April in 
the year eighteen hundred and eighty-nine, and in each year 
thereafter, appoint one person, qualified as aforesaid, to be a 
registrar of voters for the term of four years from the first 
day of May then next ensuing, and until another is appointed 
in his place ; and the city clerk of said city shall cease to 
be a member of the board of registrars of voters on and after 
the first day of May in the present year. 

Sect. 2. During the month of May, in each year and be- To elect one of 

- ,t , P .. i *i - t i it''* their number 

fore any other business is transacted, said board oi registrars to act as clerk. 

shall choose one of their number to be and act as clerk, who 

shall keep a full and complete record of its proceedings, and 

perform all acts heretofore required by law of the city clerk, 

acting as clerk of the board of registrars of voters in said 

city. 

Sect. 3. Except as herein provided, the board of registrars rowers, 
of voters of the city of Cambridge shall do and perform all 
things required of registrars of voters of cities by said chap- 
ter two hundred and ninety-eight of the Acts of the year 
eighteen hundred and eighty-four, and by all acts and parts 
of Acts in addition thereto or in amendment thereof, and shall 
receive the same compensation, and shall equally represent 
the two political parties, as provided in said chapter. 

Sect. 4. All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent here- Repeal, 
with are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 5. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(Feb. 29, 1888.) 



Ax Act to authorize the city of Cambridge to borrow money in 
excess of the limit allowed by law. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The city of Cambridge, in order to defray 
its share of the cost of building the bridge over Charles 
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money hTex- ^ ver 9 authorized and required by chapter two hundred 
Sm!t° f if he d and eighty-two of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and 
by law. eight} r -seven, is authorized to raise not exceeding two 

hundred thousand dollars, by loan, in excess of the limit 

allowed by law. 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 

(Feb. 29, 1888.) 



An Act to provide a reservoir for the city of Cambridge, and to 
better preserve the purity of its water supply. 

Be it enacted, etc, as follows: — 

Beservoir and Section 1. The city of Cambridge having accepted the 

torcambrtdge. provisions of chapter two hundred and fifty-six of the Acts 
of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-four, and con- 
structed an aqueduct conveying the waters of Stony Brook 
into and through said city by the way of Fresh Pond, as pro- 
vided in the said Act, may, for the purpose of providing a 
reservoir and storage basin for the said city, and preserving 
the purity of the waters to be held in said Fresh Pond and 
distributed therefrom, and protecting and improving the 

May take land, shores and vicinity thereof, at any time within five years 
after the passage of this Act, take and hold by purchase or 
otherwise any part or the whole of the land and buildings 
thereon which lie within the following-described boundaries: 
south-easterly by the Watertown branch of the Fitchburg* 
Railroad, between land owned by the trustees of Jacob 
Hittinger and Concord Avenue ; north-easterly by Concord 
Avenue ; north-westerly by the boundary line between said 
Cambridge and the town of Belmont ; and south-westerly by 
Cushing Street, Woodlawn Avenue, and the southerly side of 
a proposed new street called Fresh Pond Avenue, to the said 
branch of said railroad at the place of beginning, and outside 
of the present riprapped borders in the pond as they now 

Proviso. exist ; provided, however, that the two corporations, or their 

respective assigns, now owning ice-houses on said premises, 
if they or either of them so elect, and give written notice to 
the city clerk of said city, of their intention so to do, within 
sixty days after the filing and recording of the taking as. 
hereinafter provided, shall be permitted to cut and remove 
ice from said pond, and to remain in possession of and use 
their buildings and premises for a period not exceeding two 
years from and after any taking of the same by virtue of this 
Act ; but if said two corporations, or either of them, shall 
elect to hold and use ther premises as above, this fact shall 
be taken into the account in estimating the damages herein- 
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after provided for. When possession is taken by said city of 
Cambridge under provisions of this Act, of the land and 
buildings of either of said corporations, the whole of its land 
and buildings within said boundary shall be taken, and not a 
part only thereof. 

Sect. 2. Said city shall, within sixty days after taking to cause to be 
any lands or buildings as herein provided, otherwise than by JSSSjV? 11 " 
purchase, for the purposes of this Act, file and cause to be ^riptioii of the 
recorded in the registry of deeds for the bounty and district in tan ™ t^ 611 - 
which said land and buildings are situated, a description there- 
of sufficiently accurate for identification, with a statement of 
the purpose for which the same was taken, which statement 
shall be signed by the mayor ; and said city shall also cause 
notice of such taking to be sent by mail to the owners of 
record of the land so taken. 

Sect. 3. So long as Fresh Pond shall be used by the city Right of the 
of Cambridge as a reservoir, or until otherwise provided by weaitMn 
statute, and in order that the said city of Cambridge may uSquisheSlo 6 " 
better guard and protect the waters to be stored, distributed, Cambridge, 
and used in said reservoir and storage basin from pollution 
and intrusion, all the right and control which the Common- 
wealth has in the great pond known as Fresh Pond in 
Cambridge is hereby granted and relinquished unto said city, 
said grant and relinquishment to take effect whenever said 
city, shall, by purchase or otherwise, become the owner of all 
the land abutting on said pond; and from the passage of 
this Act, said city shall have exclusive right in, and control 
over, the said pond, and power to prevent all persons and 
animals from entering in, upon, or over, the land and waters 
thereof, except that it shall not prevent the two corporations 
or their respective assigns before mentioned from cutting 
and removing ice. 

Sect. 4. Said city shall be liable to pay all damages sus- city to par 
tained in property by any person or corporation by reason of damages - 
taking of any land, right, or easement, or by any other thing 
done by said city under the authority of this Act. If any 
one sustaining damage as aforesaid does not agree with 
said city upon the amount of said damage, he may within 
two years from such taking, and not afterwards, apply by 
petition for an assessment of the damage to the superior 
court in the county in which the property taken or damaged 
is situated. Such petition may be filed at any time within 
said two years in the oifice of the clerk of said court, who shall 
thereupon issue a summons to said city, returnable at the 
next return day after the expiration of fourteen days from 
the filing of the petition. The summons shall be served 
fourteen days at least before the day on which it is return- 
able by leaving a copy thereof, and of the petition, certified 
by the officer who served the same, with the clerk of said 
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Referees may city, and the court may upon default or hearing of said city, 
be appointed. a pp i n £ three disinterested persons, who shall after reasonable 
notice to the parties assess the damages, if any, which such 
petitioner may have sustained as aforesaid, and the award of 
the persons so appointed or a major part of them, being 
returned into and accepted by the court, shall be final, and 
judgment shall be rendered and execution issued thereon for 
the prevailing party, with costs, unless one of the parties 
claims a trial by jury, as hereinafter provided. 
saSs^ed 11 * Sect. 5. If either of the parties mentioned in the pre- 

ma^ claim a ceding section is dissatisfied with the amount of damage 
awarded, as therein provided for, such party may, at the sit- 
ting of the court at which said award was accepted, or the 
next sitting thereafter, claim in writing, a trial in said court, 
and thereupon all questions of fact relating to such damages 
shall be heard and determined, and the amount of damages 
assessed by a jury at the bar of said court, and the verdict of 
the jury being accepted, and recorded by the court, shall be 
final and conclusive, and judgment shall be rendered and 
execution issued thereon, and costs shall be recovered by the 
parties respectively in the same manner as is provided by law 
in regard to proceedings relating to laying out of highways. 
tenderer 1 " 11 * 6 Sect. 6. In every case of a petition to the superior court 
damages, for an assessment of damages, as provided in this Act, the 
for assessment said city may tender to the petitioner, or his attorney, any 
is made. SU m, or may bring the same into court, to be paid to the 

petitioner, for the damages by him sustained, or claimed in 
his petition, or may in writing offer to be defaulted, and 
that damages may be awarded against it for the sum therein 
expressed ; and if the petitioner does not accept the sum so 
offered, or tendered, with his costs up to that time, but pro- 
ceeds with his suit, he shall be entitled to his costs to the 
time of such tender, or payment into court of offer of judg- 
ment, and not afterwards, unless the amount recovered by 
him in such action exceeds the amount to be tendered. 
Exercise of Sect. 7. All the rights, powers, and authority given to 

authority? d the city of Cambridge by this Act shall be exercised by said 
city subject to all duties, liabilities, and restrictions herein 
contained, in such manner, and by such agents, officers, and 
servants as the city council shall, from time to time, ordain, 
direct, and appoint, 
waterman Sect. 8. For the purpose of paying for the land, and 

may be settling the damages herein referred to, for improving the 

$6oo,oo(L land by grading, or otherwise, and generally for providing 

means for the further extension, and improvement of the 
water works of said city, from time to time, the city of Cam- 
bridge shall have authority to issue, as a water debt, in 
accordance with chapter one hundred and twenty-nine, of 
the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-four, in 



SPECIAL LAWS. 155 

addition to what is already authorized to issue by law, notes, 
scrip, or bonds, to be denominated on the face " Cambridge 
Water Loan," to an amount not exceeding five hundred 
thousand dollars. All the provisions of chapter two hundred 
and fifty-six of the Acts of eighteen hundred and eighty-four, 
and the Acts alluded to therein in regard to the establish- 
ment and maintenance of a sinking fund for the redemption 
of the Cambridge water loan, shall apply to this Act. 

Sect. 9. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
{March 16, 1888.) 



An Act concerning the water of Spy Pond in the town of Arlington, 
and Little Pond and Wellington Brook in the town of Belmont. 

Bt it enacted, etc., as follows : — 

Section 1. So much of section one of chapter one hun- 
dred and sixty-five, of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred Xndfetc* not 
and seventy-five, entitled " An Act to provide a further water*uppiy 0f 
supply of water for the city of Cambridge," as empowers the for Cambridge, 
city of Cambridge to take the waters of Spy Pond in the 
town of Arlington, and Little Pond and Wellington Brook 
in the town of Belmont, is hereby repealed. 

Sect. 2. The city of Cambridge shall have the right to 
remove the iron pipe which it has laid as a conduit connect- moveironpipel 
ing Spy Pond and Little Pond, and shall pay all damages on 
account of removing said pipe. 

Sect. 3. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(March 26, 1888.) 



An Act requiring the cities of Boston and Cambridge, and the 
Boston and Albany Railroad Company, to widen the draws in 
certain bridges across Charles River. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 

Section 1. The cities of Boston and Cambridge shall Eg^i ^^ 
before the first day of May in the year eighteen hundred highway 
and eighty-nine, subject to the provisions of chapter nineteen chafes River, 
of the Public Statutes, widen the draws in the several high- 
way bridges across Charles River and Brookline Street, 
River Street, Western Avenue, and Boylston Street, so 
called, and the Boston and Albany Railroad Company shall 
forthwith, subject to the provisions of said chapter nineteen, 
widen the draw in its railroad bridge across said river on the 
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to have a clear easterly side of the aforesaid Brookline Street bridge, so that 
thirtv-six feet each of said draws shall have a clear opening of at least 
tawfdth - thirty-six feet in width. 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(April 16, 1888.) 



An Act providing for the compensation of the commissioner of the 
new bridge between the cities of Boston and Cambridge, ap- 
pointed by the mayors of said cities. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: — 
oi°comj^ on Section 1. The member of the board of commissioners, 
^dedVr * established by virtue of chapter two hundred and eighty- 
two of the Acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty- 
seven, for the purpose of building a new bridge between 
Boston and Cambridge, appointed by the mayors of said 
cities, shall receive for his services, from the date of such 
appointment, such compensation as the board of aldermen of 
the city of Boston, and the board of aldermen of the city 
of Cambridge, may, by concurrent action, establish to be paid 
as other expenses of building said bridge are paid. 

Sect. 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(May 4, 1888.) 



I 



An Act authorizing the cities of Boston and Cambridge to widen 
West Boston Bridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. The cities of Boston or Cambridge, or either 
of them within its limits, are authorized, subject to the pro- 
visions of chapter nineteen of the Public Statutes, to widen 
the bridge between said cities, known as West Boston 
bridge, on its southerly side, not exceeding twenty feet, and 
to make such changes in said bridge, and draw and draw 
y v piers connected therewith, and do such other acts as may be 

necessary and expedient or convenient for this purpose : 
provided, one or more clear openings not less than thirty-six 
feet in width shall be left through said draw for the passage 
of vessels. 

Sect. 2. The boards of aldermen of said cities, or either 
of them within the limits of its city, may by vote grant loca- 
tions and set apart a portion of said bridge when so widened 
for the special use of street cars, or may grant locations 
under the provisions of chapter one hundred and thirteen of 
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the Public Statutes ; and said boards of aldermen or either 
of them are hereby authorized and empowered to contract 
with any street railway company owning, controlling, or run- 
ning street cars on said bridge, for the making of said widen- 
ing, or for the payment of all or any part of the expense or 
cost thereof, and for keeping the same in repair, and for the 4 
setting apart as aforesaid of a portion of said bridge when 
so widened for sudh special use of such street cars. Such 
street railway company may acquire private lands by pur- 
chase or lease, for the purpose of making proper approaches 
to or for the extension of such location. The board of 
aldermen of the city where such lands are situate may then 
grant to said company special locations on and over lands so 
acquired. 

Sect. 3. The care and management of the whole of said 
bridge and draw shall remain in said cities ; the expense of 
all repairs made on that portion of it set apart for the special 
use of street cars shall be borne by the company owning or 
controlling said cars, so long as it continues to use it. 

Sect. 4. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. . 
(Approved May 23, 1889.) 



An Act concerning the appointment of •assistant assessors in the 
city of Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Assistant assessors for the city of Cambridge 
shall be appointed by the mayor, subject to confirmation by 
the board of aldermen, as follows: — In the month of Feb- 
ruary, in the year eighteen hundred and ninety-one, there 
shall be so appointed and confirmed five persons, one from 
each ward,, to be assistant assessors to serve for the term of 
one year ; and in the month of February annually thereafter 
there shall be so appointed and confirmed five assistant 
assessors, one from each ward, to serve for the term of one 
year. Such persons so appointed and confirmed shall enter 
upon their duties on the first day of March next after their 
appointment. 

Sect. 2. Whenever any vacancy shall exist in the office 
of assistant assessor from any cause, such vacancy shall be 
filled for the unexpired term by the appointment of the 
mayor subject to confirmation by the board of aldermen. 

Sect. 3. The present assistant assessors shall hold office 
until others are appointed and confirmed under the provisions 
of this Act, and no longer. 
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Sect. 4. All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent herewith 
are repealed. 

Sect. 5. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 
(Approved May 3, 1890.) 



An Act relative to the approaches to Harvard Bridge in Boston 
and Cambridge. 

Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

Section 1. Chapter one hundred and fifty-five of the 
Acts of the year eighteen hundred and eighty-two, shall be 
construed to mean that the city councils of the cities of 
Boston and Cambridge shall each have power and authority 
to locate, construct, and fix the grade of only such portions 
of the avenues of approach to the bridge as lie within their 
respective territories outside the harbor lines of Charles 
River ; and that neither city shall have power or authority 
beyond the harbor lines of said river either to locate, con- 
struct, or fix the grade of any portion of said avenues within 
the territory of the other city. 

Sect. 2. The Acts and doings of the city of Cambridge in; 
relation to the location, laying out, and construction of the 
avenue of approach to Harvard bridge, in said city, are 
hereby ratified and confirmed and made binding upon all 
parties. 

Sect. 3. All Acts and parts of Acts inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed. 

Sect. 4. This Act shall take effect upon its passage, 
(Approved May 26, 1890.) 



LIST OF PUBLIC STATUTES AND PARTS OF STATUTES 



REQUIRING ACCEPTANCE 



WHICH HAVE BEEN ACCEPTED 



BY THE 



CITY OF CAMBRIDGE 

AND THE DATES OF SUCH ACCEPTANCES. 



PUBLIC STATUTES: 

CHAPTER 28. 

Sections 17 to 22 inclusive : — 

Relating to vacancies in the offices of mayor, alderman, 
member of common council, or any other office to be filled 
by popular election. 

Duties of ward officers, and the removal of officers from 
one ward to another ward in the city, after election. 

Corresponding provisions of Chapter 19, General Statutes, 
to wit : — Sections 6 to 11 inclusive, were accepted October 31, 
1860. 

Section 23 : — 

Providing that the mayor or any alderman or member of 
the common council may at the same time hold any other 
office under the city government except one of emolument. 
Accepted December 27, 1888. 

CHAPTER 50. . 

Section 25. Apportionment of sewer and sidewalk assess- 
ments : — 

The provisions of Chapter 249, of the Acts of the year 
1878, which correspond to the provisions of the above-named 
chapter were accepted by an ordinance passed November 19, 
1879. 

CHAPTER 51. 

Sections 1 to 10 inclusive : — 

Authorizing the assessment of betterments on account of 
public improvements. Accepted December 28, 1887. 
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CHAPTER 58. 

The inspection and sale of provisions and animals intended 
for slaughter. Accepted February 5, 1890. 

CHAPTER 60. 

Sections 32, 33, and 34. Authorizing the appointment of 
weighers of hay : — 

The provisions of Sections 72, 73, 74, and 75, of Chapter 
49, General Statutes, which correspond to the provisions of 
the above-named sections were accepted January 9, 1861. 

CHAPTER 80. 

Sections 8 to 12 inclusive. Authorizing the appointment of a 
board of health : — 

The provisions of Chapter 133, of the Acts of 1877, which 
correspond to the provisions of the above-named sections, 
were accepted November Q, 1877. 

CHAPTER 101. 

Sections 1 to 5 inclusive : — 

Burnt or dangerous buildings, adjudged nuisances and 
how such nuisances may be abated. Accepted June 19, 
1884. 

CHAPTER 102. 

Sections 40 to 48 inclusive : — 

Regulating the erection and maintenance of steam engines, 
furnaces, and boilers. Accepted January 29, 1890. 

CHAPTER 104. 

Section 1. Cities may make by-laws for the prevention of 
fires : — 

The provisions of Chapter 243 of the Acts of 1872, which 
correspond with the provisions of the above-named section, 
were accepted May 17, 1872. 

Sections 4 to 11 inclusive : — 

The inspection of buildings. Accepted January 23, 1885. 



CHAPTER 74. ACTS OF 1890. 

In relation to the preservation of the public health in 
cities. Accepted May 15, 1890. 
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ALDERMEN, BOARD OF 

originally to consist of six 

with board of common council to compose city council 

majority of, to constitute quorum .... 

no member of, to receive compensation 

election of ........ 

mayor and, to issue warrants for meetings 
returns of votes for, to be recorded by city clerk 
failure to elect . . 
refusal to accept .... 

and common council to elect mayor in case 
to be sworn . . . 
certificate of oath .... 

special meetings of 

mayor shall preside at meetings of 

shall confirm or reject all nominations for 

by mayor 

mayor and, shall compose one board . 

may choose chairman in mayor's absence 

sittings to be public . 

powers and duties of . 

to be final judge of election and qualification of its members 

vacancy in 

members of, not to- hold public offices of emolument . 
See Mayor and Aldermen. 

ALEWIFE BROOK 

when sewage may be discharged into 

drainage, etc., not to be discharged into 

lands draining into may be allowed to drain into sewers 

ALEWIVES 

regulations as to destruction of in Mystic River 
fishery, regulations as to . 

ANNUAL MEETING 

for choice of city officers, when holden 
officers to be elected at 

APPEAL 

from estimate of damages sustained by laying out streets 

APPROPRIATIONS 

contracts not to exceed 
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ASSESSORS 

mayor and aldermen to have access to -books of 

to give aid in preparation of voting lists 

election of . 

to be sworn 

duties of 

term of office 

vacancies in board, how filled 
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ASSISTANT ASSESSORS 

election of 

to be sworn 

their duties 

vacancies, how filled 

BALLOT 

city and ward officers chosen by .... 

BELMONT, TOWN OF 

boundary line between Cambridge and, established . 
part of, annexed to Cambridge 

BLACK'S NOOK 

dam across entrance of, authorized .... 

BOARD OF HEALTH. See Health, Board of. 

BOARDS 

intrusted with public money to account to city council 

BONDS 

of city marshal and constables 

BOSTON, CITY OF 

may lay water pipes in Cambridge . . . . 

may sell water to Cambridge . . . . 
BOUNDARIES OF WARDS 

may be altered by city council . . . . . 

BOYLSTON STREET BRIDGE 

draw to 'be widened 

BRIDGES 

Boylston Street bridge draw to be widened 
bridge at junction of Harvard Street to be made solid by filling 
up the creek 
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new, between Boston and Cambridge authorized 105, 106, 125, 158 

commissioners for building 

bridge between Charlestown and Cambridge altered 

Brookline Street bridge draw to be widened 

Cambridge bridge, act releasing town of Newton from obligation 

to support 

Cambridge and Brookline bridge laid out as a highway 
Canal bridge, surrender of, to Cambridge authorized 

draw of, widened 

position of draw of, how determined 

care of, in whom vested 

widening and rebuilding authorized 
Craigie bridge, surrender of, to Cambridge authorized 

draw of, widened . . . 

position of draw of, how determined 

care of, in whom vested 



86, 



86, 



widening and rebuilding authorized 



Great bridge between Cambridge and Brighton, making of draw 
in, authorized ........ 

rebuilding and future support of ... 

Harvard bridge 125,146,149,156,158 

Miller's Creek Bridge, filling up authorized .... 59 

draw of, widened • 

Old bridge between Cambridge and Brighton, the United States 
authorized to make draw and piers in 

West Cambridge to help support .... 
Prison Point bridge, width of draw of ... . 
River Street bridge, draw to be widened . . . 
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BRIDGES — Continued. 

West Boston bridge, proprietors of, authorized to construct 
turnpike road from Cambridge to Watertown 

surrender of, to Cambridge, authorized . 

draw of, widened 

position of draw of, how determined 

care of, in whom vested .... 

shoal opposite draw-way to be dredged . 

Cities of Boston and Cambridge authorized to widen 
Western Avenue bridge, draw to be widened 

BRIGHTON 

incorporated as a town . . . . . . 

rights and obligations of . * 

dividing line between Cambridge and, fixed 
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BROOKLINE ANTD CAMBRIDGE bridge laid out as a highway 
draw to be widened 
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BY-LAWS. See Ordinances. 

CAMBRIDGE, CITY OF 

incorporated .......... 34 

corporate name .......... 34 

powers generally 34 

authorized to subscribe for stock of the Cambridge Water Works 50 
may purchase franchise, etc., of Cambridge Railroad Compairy 52, 54 
certain land set off from Watertown and annexed to Cambridge 60 
boundary line between Cambridge and Somerville changed 65, 79 
may assume control of West Boston and Craigie bridges . 70, 71 
boundary line between Cambridge and towns of West Cam- 
bridge and Belmont established 76 

dividing line between Brighton and, fixed .... 78 

may purchase franchises, etc., of Cambridge Water Works . 80 
may build and maintain water works and regulate use of water 80 

rights and liabilities in construction of water works, etc. . . 81 
rights to issue and sell bonds as water loan 81, 82 x 83, §4, 93, 108, 137 

city council may establish water rates 82 

authorized to build bridge to Boston . . . 105, 106, 125 
authorized to take waters of Spy Pond, Little Pond, and Wel- 
lington Brook, etc. 109, 155 

part of Belmont annexed to 116 

to build certain sewers ....... 120, 128 

may take waters of Stony Broqk 134, 142 

part of Watertown annexed to 144 

authorized to construct dam across entrance to Black's Kook 

and Fresh Pond 149 

authorized to borrow money in excess of legal limit to build new 

bridge . . • 151 

empowered to take certain land, etc., for providing a reservoir 152 

CAMBRIDGE, TOWN OF 

certain persons and land set off from Charlestown and annexed 

to 8 

selectmen of, may increase number of enginemen ... 8 

divided, and Brighton incorporated 9 

divided, and West Cambridge incorporated . . . . 10 

William Hunnewell and his estate set off from Charlestown and 

annexed to .......... 15 

real estate of Henry Ware set off from Charlestown and an- 
nexed to 16 

authorized to establish a board of health 20 



166 



INDEX. 



CAMBRIDGE, TOWN OF— Co ntimied. 

\ common, enclosing of a part of, authorized 
fire department established 

CAMBRIDGE AND BROOKLINE bridge laid out as a highway 

CAMBRIDGE GAS LIGHT COMPANY 

incorporation of ..... 

CAMBRIDGE IMPROVEMENT COMPANY 
incorporation of ..... 

CAMBRIDGE RAILROAD COMPANY 

incorporation of ..... 

duties of . .... 

CAMBRIDGE WATER WORKS 

incorporation of ..... 
rights and powers of 

CAMBRIDGEPORT RAILROAD COMPANY 
incorporation of 

CANAL BRIDGE 

surrender of, to Cambridge authorized 

CEMETERY COMMISSIONERS 

how chosen ...... 

duties and powers of .... 

CHARLES RIVER EMBANKMENT COMPANY 

incorporation of ......... 

CIIARLESTOWN, TOWN OF 

certain persons and land set off from, and annexed to Cam- 
bridge 

William Hunnewell and his estate set off from, and annexed to 
Cambridge . . 

real estate of Henry Ware set off from, and annexed to Cam- 
bridge 

CITY CLERK. See Clerk of City. 
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CITY COUNCIL 

to consist of board of aldermen and common council . . 34 

may alter boundaries of wards 34, 44, 70 

shall determine number of members of common council for 

each ward 34, 44, 70 

by by-law shall direct form, etc., of warrants for meetings of 

inhabitants 35 
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mayor shall preside at meetings of 
shall determine salary of mayor 
may make by-laws and annex penalties 
shall direct how by-laws shall be published 

duties of 

to have care of all city property 

to have power to sell, let, and purchase property 

all persons and boards intrusted with public money, to account 

to 

to publish accounts of receipts and expenditures 

also schedule of property and debts of city 
may lay out new streets and estimate damage sustained thereby 
may construct drains and sewers .... 
to have powers of board of health .... 
may provide for appointment, etc., of necessary officers 
. members of, ineligible to offices of emolument 
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CITY COUNCIL — Continued. 

to elect city clerk . . • . 

to elect treasurer, etc 

to fill certain vacancies ..... 

may establish a fire department 

may make necessary provisions for fire department 

appropriations by, not to be exceeded 

to elect cemetery commissioners 

may make by-laws as to transportation of gunpowder 

to elect overseers of the poor and fill vacancies 

may require accounts and reports from overseers of poor 

consent of three-fourths of, required to remove treasurer 

to elect successor to treasurer * 

to fix compensation of officers collecting taxes . 
may establish water rates ...... 



Page. 

40,43 

41,43 

41,43 

44 

44 

45 

58' 

75 

112 

112 

113 

113 

113 

82 



CITY OFFICERS 

annual meeting for choice of 
chosen by people to be chosen by ballot 
term of office of .... 

accountability of .... 

CITY PROPERTY 

city council to have care of 

CLASSICAL SCHOOL 

certain trustees authorized to establish, in Cambridge 

CLERK OF CITY 

to enter return of votes for mayor and aldermen on records 
to record certificate of oath of mayor and aldermen 
to countersign returns of votes 
to be sworn .... 
term of office . . 
duties of .... . 
to be clerk of mayor and aldermen 
of city council in convention 
to perform duties and have powers of former town clerk 
to deliver journals, etc., to his successor . . 
election of 

CLERK OF COMMON COUNCIL 

to record certificate of oath of common councilmen . 
election of ......... 

to be sworn ......... 

term of office . . . . . . . . 

CLERK OF WARD 

• election of 

to be sworn ......... 

to enter certificate of oath of warden, etc., in ward records 
pro tempore, his duties ....... 

voting lists to be delivered to ..... . 

COMMON, CAMBRIDGE 

enclosing of a part of, authorized . * . . 

injury of fences and trees on, forbidden .... 

COMMON COUNCIL 

„ to consist of twenty persons ...... 

with board of aldermen, to. compose city council 
majority of, to be a quorum ...... 

no member of, to receive compensation .... 
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COMMON COUNCIL — Continued. 

members of, how apportioned ..... 
• to be residents in the ward 

number of members of, in the several wards . . .34 

election of members ....... 

certificates of election 

with aldermen, to choose mayor in case of vacancy . 

to be sworn 

certificate of oath . . . . 

to be a distinct board, except when acting in convention 

to choose a president 

to choose a clerk . . . . . • . 

sittings of, to be public ...... 

to be final judge of election and qualification of members 

vacancy in ........ 

members not to hold public offices of emolument 

no committee of, to make contracts exceeding appropriations 

COMPENSATION 

no member of city council to receive .... 

CONDUCTORS 

of horse-cars may be licensed ...... 

CONSTABLES 

appointed by mayor and aldermen . 

removal and bonds of ....... 
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CONVENTION 

for organizing city government 36 

election of mayor ......... 36 

city clerk ......... 40, 43 

, treasurer 41, 43 

mayor to preside in ......... 37 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

appeals to, from city council's estimate of damages . . . 40, 45 

COUNTY OFFICERS 

election of .......... 41 

COURT 

Third District Court of Eastern Middlesex established . . 127 

CRAIGIE BRIDGE. See Bridges. 

CREEK 

from Broad Canal to South Canal, filling of 

DAMS 

construction of certain, authorized .... 

DESPATCIIERS 

of horse-cars may be licensed 

DIKES 

construction of certain, authorized .... 

DRAIN 

must be made, if required by board of health . 
how laid, etc. ........ 

city of Somerville authorized to build through Cambridge 

DRIVERS 

of horse-cars may be licensed . . . . . . # 146 

ELECTIONS 

day of holding city election . . . . . # 34, 43, 48 
of mayor . . .34, 43, 48 
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ELECTIONS — Continued. 

of aldermen ...... 

of common councilmen • . . 

of city and ward officers .... 

adjourned meeting for election of ward officers 
to be holden in pursuance of warrants 
inspectors of, to be sworn . 
how to be certified and returned 
failure to elect mayor and aldermen 
vacancy in board of aldermen . 
city council may provide for election 
of city clerk 
of city treasurer 
of school committee . 
of overseers of the poor 
of assessors 
of assistant assessors 
t of county, state, and national officers 

See Warrants. 



of necessary officers 
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ENGINEMEN 

number of, may be increased by selectmen f 

FINANCE 

city council to have charge of finances .... 
no money to be paid unless previously appropriated . 
all persons entrusted with moneys to account to city council 
city council to publish account of receipts and expenditures 
schedule of city property and debts to be published . 

FINES 

how recovered , t • 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

established ........ 

of whom to consist and how appointed 

vacancies, how filled . 

authority of engineers relative to demolition of houses 
duties and privileges of members .... 
powers of selectmen transferred to mayor and aldermen 

FIRST PRECINCT. See Precinct. 

FISH. See Alewives. 

Shad, not to be caught with seines in Fresh Pond 

FITCHBURG RAILROAD COMPANY 

repayment of money to, authorized .... 

FRESH POND 

seines not to be used in 

Cambridge water works to take water from 

dam across entrance to Black's Nook, authorized 

its taking as a reservoir, authorized .... 

FRESH POND MEADOWS 

proprietors of, incorporated 

See Proprietors of Fresh Pond Meadows. 

GENERAL MEETINGS OF CITIZENS 

when to be held and how to be called . f . 

GRADE 

raising of, in a certain district . 
established by mayor and aldermen . 
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39 
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39 

26 
26,30 

26 

27 
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148 
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66 

149 

152 
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GKEAT BRIDGE. See Bridges. 

GUNPOWDER 

.storing and safe keeping of . . . . . ... 12 

transportation of . . . 23 

city council to make by-laws relating to transportation of . . 75 

HARVARD BRIDGE, ..... 125, 146, 149, 156, 158 

HEALTH, BOARD OF 

establishment of, authorized .... 

city council to have powers of . 

powers, how to be exercised .... 

powers and duties of . . ... 

HIGHWAY 

from Prison Point to Lechmere's Point, authorized 
between Charlestown and Cambridge, altered . 

HOOK AND LADDER MEN 

may be appointed by the selectmen . 

HORSE-CARS 

conductors, drivers, etc., of, may be licensed 

INSPECTORS OF ELECTIONS 

•three to be chosen . . ' . 
to be sworn . ... . . 

their duties 

majority to certify copy of election records 

to sign certificates of election of common council 

LECHMERE'S POINT 

highway to, from Prison Point, authorized 

LITTLE POND 

Cambridge authorized to take water of . . 

MAYOR 

with city council to have government of city 

election of 

and aldermen to issue all warrants for meetings 
returns of votes for, to be recorded by city clerk 
failure to elect 
refusal to accept 



vacancy in office of 
to be sworn 
certificate of oath 
powers and duties of 

to cause laws and regulations to be enforced 
m to exercise supervision oyer subordinate officers 
may call special meetings of aldermen and common council 
shall preside in board of 'aldermen 
at meetings of city council 
shall have casting vote 
shall nominate for all appointments made by mayor 

chairman of school committee ex-officio 

of overseers of the poor, ex-officio 
is a member of board of overseers of poor 

approval and veto 

salary of . . . . . . . 

not to be increased or diminished during his continuance 
in office . • 

and aldermen compose one board 
may remove treasurer from office, how 
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40 

40 

21,22, 23,28 

32 
57 



24 
146 

35 
35 
35 
35 
35 

32 



109, 155 

34 
34*, 43, 48 
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36 
• 36 
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and alder- 
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MAYOR AND ALDERMEN 

executive powers of city, vested in . . . 
administration of police vested in .... . 
at meetings of, mayor shall preside ..... 
in absence of mayor, aldermen may choose chairman 
sittings of, except for executive business, to be public 
to appoint city marshal and assistants . . . 

constables and other police officers .... 

may remove them 

may require marshal and constable to give bonds 

may grant licenses to inn-holders 

duty of, concerning voting-lists . . . . . 

general meetings . . . . . 
duties of, in general 

in examining and making returns of vdtes 
to have access to assessors' books ..... 
to deliver voting-lists to ward clerks # . 

to sign and transmit returns .'.....' 
to notify representatives in general court of their election 
to issue warrant for new election, if required . . . 

for general meetings . . . . . 

powers in regard to fire department ..... 
common council distinct from, except in convention . 
to act first upon petitions for laying out, etc. , streets 

appeal from their decision 

city clerk to be clerk of 

consent of, required to authorize Cambridge Gas Light Company 

to open streets, etc. 

consent of, required to authorize Cambridge Water Works to 

open streets, etc 

not to make contracts exceeding appropriations 

may determine routes and grade of road, and mode of use of 

tracks of Cambridge Railroad Company . . 51, 52, 53, 62 

and may remove tracks of Cambridge Railroad Company . 53 

may construct sidewalks ........ 79 

may abate nuisance in* certain district 87 

may establish grade to prevent nuisances : . . 93 

may order flats and channel way of Miller's River to be filled to 

abate nuisance . . 99 

shall construct certain sewers ...... 101, 111 

MEETINGS. See General Meetings. 

MILLER'S CREEK BRIDGE 

its filling up authorized ........ 59 

MILLER'S RIVER 

nuisance in lower basin of, how to be abated .... 96 
flats and channel way of, may be ordered to be filled up . . 99 

MONEY 

Cambridge authorized to borrow in excess of limit allowed by 

*aw ... ........ -Lol 

MYSTIC RIVER 

fishing for shad and alewives regulated 3,6 

NEWTON 

released from supporting Cambridge bridge .... 1 

NUISANCE 

in certain district of the city, to be abated by mayor and alder- 
men 87, 104 

mayor and aldermen may establish grade to prevent and abate 93 
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39,40 
40 
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NUISANCE — Continued. 

in lower basin of Miller's River, how to be abated ... 96 

flats and channel way of Miller's River may be ordered to be 

filled up to abate 99 

OFFICERS 

election of, by the people . . . . 34, 35, 36, 41, 43, 68, 69 
subordinate, under supervision of mayor 36 



40 

34, 35, 41 

50 

35, 69, 70 



election of subordinate 

elected by the people, to be voted for in wards 
entrusted with public money, to whom accountable 
pro tempore . . . ... 

OFFICES 

of emolument, members of city council ineligible to 40 

OLD BRIDGE. See Bridges. 

ORDINANCES 

when to take effect ......... 39 

city council may make and annex penalties .... 39 

how to be published 39 

fines and forfeitures for violation of 39 

right of appeal from judgment on complaint for violation of . 39 

form of complaint for violation of 39 

need not be recited in complaint . . . . . 39 

OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 

how elected 41,69,102,112 

of whom to consist . 112 

from what districts to be chosen 112 

mayor a member of board 112 

mayor ex officio chairman of board . . . . . .112 

vacancies in board . . . . . . . . .112 

organization power and duties of board 112 

no member eligible to office of emolument under board . . 112 
reports to city council 112 

POLICE 

administration of, vested in mayor and aldermen ... 37 
appointment of officers ........ 37 

POLICE COURT 

established 54 

POWDER HOUSE CORPORATION 

incorporation of . . . . . ... . . 13 

PRECINCT, FIRST, OF CAMBRIDGE 

authorized to raise money for certain purposes .... 2 

PRISON POINT 

highway from, to Lechmere's Point, authorized ... 32 
bridge, width of draw of . 89 

PRISON POINT BRIDGE. See Bridges. 

PROPRIETORS OF FRESH POND MEADOWS 

incorporation of 7, 14, 29 

to erect and keep a gate for draining meadows .... 14 

PROPRIETORS OF WEST BOSTON BRIDGE 

authorized to establish a turnpike road from Cambridge to 

Watertown " . . 19 

PUBLIC PROPERTY 

to be under care of city council 39 

to be sold, leased, or purchased by city council .... 93 

annual statement of , to be published . . , . . 39 
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159 

84 
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89 
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PUBLIC STATUTES 

accepted by the City of Cambridge 

QUOKUM 

of board of aldermen ........ 

of common council .......... 

RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 

annual statement of . . . . . . . . 

RECORDS 

transfer of, by ward clerk to his successor .... 35 
by city clerk to his successor 40 

REGISTRARS OF VOTERS 

how appointed 151 

duties and powers 151 

REPORTS 

from overseers of poor, city council may require . . .112 

REPRESENTATIVES 

in congress, election of 38, 41 

in general court, to be notified of election by mayor and alder- 

....... «JO 



warrant for new election of 

RESERVOIR 

taking of Fresh Pond as a, authorized 

RETURNS OF EJECTIONS 

how made 

RIVER STREET BRIDGE 

draw to be widened 

SCHOOL CLASSICAL 

certain trustees authorized to establish, in Cambridge 

SCHOOL COMMITTEE 

mayor ex officio to be chairman of ... 

election of . 

, term of office ........ 

shall be inhabitants of ward ..... 

■SEINES 

not to be used in Fresh Pond 

SELECTMEN 

may increase number of enginemen . 

may appoint hook and ladder men 

powers of, transferred to mayor and aldermen 

SEWERS 

city council may construct 
damages for construction of 

how laid, etc 

certain, to be constructed .... 

SHAD 

destruction of, in Mystic River . 
fishery, regulations as to . 

SIDEWALKS 

mayor and aldermen may construct . 
assessments on abutters to be a lien . 

SOMERVILLE 

boundary line between Cambridge and Somerville changed 
may build drain through Cambridge 



152 
35, 36 



32 

oi 

. 41, 69, 83 

83 

. 41, 69 
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24 
37 

40 

40 

74 

101, 111, 120,128 
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98 



i 



174 



INDEX. 



Page. 

SPY POND 

Cambridge authorized to take waters of . . . 109, 155 

STATUTES, PUBLIC 

accepted by the City of Cambridge 159 

STONY BKOOK 

taking of water of, by Cambridge, authorized . . . 134, 142 

STREETS 

to be laid out, etc., by city council • 39 

damages, by whom estimated 39 

petitions for laying out, etc., to be first acted upon by mayor 

and aldermen ......... 39 

appeal f 1*0111 decision concerning laying out, etc. ... 40 

from estimate of damages ...... 40 

THIRD DISTRICT COURT OF EASTERN MIDDLESEX 

establishment of 127 

TOWN OF BELMONT. See Belmont. 

TOWN OF BRIGHTON. See Brighton. 

TOWN OF NEWTON. See Newton. 

TOWN OF SOMERVILLE. See Somerville. 

TOWN OF WALTHAM. See Waltham. 

TOWN OF WATERTOWN. See Watertown. 

TOWN OF WEST CAMBRIDGE. See West Cambridge. 



TREASURER, CITY 

how and when elected ..... 

to be collector of taxes ..... 

as collector, may issue warrant for collection of taxes 
may appoint deputy collectors of taxes 
bonds of deputies . . . . 

how removed from office ..... 

his successor ....... 

fees for collection of taxes, how disposed of 

TREASURY 

no money to be paid from, unless previously grafted and appro- 
priaieci ........... 

TURNPIKE ROAD 

from Cambridge to Watertown, authorized .... 
Cambridge may lay out as a highway 

UNION RAILROAD COMPANY 

crossing streets, how determined 

• incorporation of 

UNITED STATES 

authorized to make draw and piers in Old Bridge between Cam- 
bridge and Brighton . 



41,43,48 
89 
103 
103 
103 
113 
113 
113 
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19 
72 

47 
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VACANCIES 

in office of mayor ....... 


36 


in board of aldermen 


38 


in common council ....... 


39 


in ward offices ........ 


69 


in overseers of the poor . ... 


. 112 


VETO POWER 




of mayor . . 


87 



INDEX. 



175 

Page. 

35,38 



VOTES 

how to be assorted, counted, recorded, and declared 

VOTING-LISTS 

how prepared .......... 37 

to be delivered to ward clerks 37 

WALTHAM 

supply of water for , 139 

WARD CLERK 

to certify and return records of elections 35 

to deliver all records, etc., to successor 35 

to sign and deliver certificates of 'election to common council . 35 

WARD MEETINGS 

to be holden in pursuance of warrants ..... 35 
votes at, how to be assorted, counted, etc. . . . .35 

records, how to be kept 35 

adjournment of . . 4 . . . . . . . . 35 

WARD OFFICERS. See Ward Clerk, Warden, and Inspectors of 
Elections. 

WARD RECORDS 

certificate of oath of warden, clerk, and inspectors to be en- 



tered in 
how to be kept and certified 
to be delivered by clerk to his successor 

WARDEN 

choice of . 

to be sworn .... 

powers and duties of 

absence of . . 

to certify copy of record of election 

to sign certificates of election of common council 

WARDS 

number of 

city council may alter number and boundaries of 
number of members of common council in the several 
officers of *......, 

WARRANTS 

all meetings of inhabitants to be held in pursuance of 

to be issued by mayor and aldermen . 

form, service, and return of 

new, on failure to elect mayor or aldermen 

for election of representatives in general court 

for general meeting of citizens . 

shall specify number of representatives of general court 

elected .... 
for elections to fill vacancies 



35 
35 
35 

35, 42, 43, 69 

35 

35,70 

35,69 

35 

35 

34, 44, 70 

34, 44, 70 

34, 44, 70 

35 



35 
35 
35 
36 
38 
38 
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41 
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WATER 

purchase of franchises, etc., of Cambridge Water Works by the 

city, authorized 80 

city may build and maintain water works and regulate use of 

water 80 

rights and liabilities of city in construction of water works, etc. 81 
city's right to issue and sell bonds as water loan, 81, 82, 83, 84, 93, 137 

city council may establish water rates 82 

of Spy Pond, Little Pond, and Wellington Brook may be taken 

by Cambridge as water supply 109, 155 
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WATER — Contin tied. 

of Stony Brook, authorized to be taken by Cambridge as water 

supply ........... 134 

taking of certain land, etc., for a reservoir and storage basin, 

authorized 152 

WATERTOWN, TOWN OF 

certain land set off from and annexed to Cambridge . . 60 
, part of, annexed to Cambridge 144 

WELLINGTON BROOK 

Cambridge authorized to take water of . . . 109, 155 

WEST BOSTON BRIDGE 

surrender of, to Cambridge, authorized 70 

WEST CAMBRIDGE, TOWN OF 

incorporated * 10 

boundary line between Cambridge and, established ... 70 

WESTERN AVENUE BRIDGE 

draw to be widened 155 
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